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Business of the House

Somne hon. Mernbers: Agreed.

Mr. Reynolds: I merely wish to support the position
taken by the hon. member for Crowfoot. Members from
British Columbia will be here next week and they will be
listening every day to speeches made on the report stage
and third reading of this important bill. They will flot be in
their ridings; they will be attending and voting on this bill.
I see one difficulty here. When we reach report stage it wil
be necessary to give members notice to enable them to get
here. What shall we do between-times before we reach the
debate on third reading? Maybe the bill will be defeated at
the report stage. I shall vote against this proposition.

Mr. Munro (Esquimnalt-Saanich): Mr. Speaker, this is
partly for clarification somewhat along the lines men-
tioned by the hon. member for Northumberland-Durham
relating to the various amendiments which might be
brought forward either at report stage, which we now
have, or at third reading. Does this involve deferred votes
for individual amendiments during the report stage, or just
on third reading?

Mr. Sharp: Mr. Speaker, allow me to make one or two
very simple points. First of ai, in support of the House
leaders of the other parties in their statements that this
was a proposal put forward as a resuit of discussion among
the House leaders, it was not specifically a government
proposaI but it was one put forward on behaîf of aIl the
House leaders who feit, as 1 did, that it would be undesir-
able to have snap votes without notice on a measure which
is not a government bill in the ordinary sense because no
question of confidence is involved.

The views of members are being sought as individuals,
not as members of parliament, and that is why this sort of
provision is being made, just as it was on second reading.
It would, of course, be possible that any of the amendiments
at the report stage could change the whole nature of the
proposal which is being debated in the House, so the voting
at the report stage is almost as crucial as the vote on third
reading. That is why we have had to include report stage
amendments as well as the vote on third reading. We
considered this matter at some length, and the conclusion
we reached is one which is, in my view, irrefutable.

May I say, in response to the hon. member for Crowfoot,
that as far as I know I have not been party to a proposal of
this kind in relation to an ordinary goverfiment bill. This is
a special procedure which relates to a measure which is of
a different character, one in which each member has an
equal interest. It is not a question of partisan support or
party loyalty, but a matter of individual conscience, and
for this reason I hope the House will support the motion.

Mr. Speaker: Ail those in favour of the motion wîll
phease say yea.

Somne hon. Mernbers: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.

Somne hon. Memnbers: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion the yeas have it.
[Mr. Speaker. 1

And more thon fi.e meinbers having rîsers:

* (1550)

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The question is uapon the
motion of Mr. Sharp, seconded by Mr. Allmand, who bas
moved that any recorded division requested during the
consideration of the report stage or the third reading stage
of Bill C-84, an act to amend the Crîminal Code in relation
to the punishment for murder and other serîous offences,
shahl be held at a time to be fixed by the bouse leaders,
provided that that time shaîl be not more than one week
after the request for the division.

In line with the proceedings adopted at second reading,
which seemed to meet with the approval of members on all
sîdes of the House because of the special nature of the vote,
the vote was taken in a special manner at second reading,
lit would seem that we should take our votes at this stage in
the same manner. I would therefore ask ahl those in the
first row to my right to phease rise.

The House divided on the motion (Mr. Sharp) whîch was
agreed to on the followîng division:
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