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governiment purchase. The wheat situation
in western Canada is an examplýe of how
serious the condition is becoming among our
producers. At the present time the suppiy
is as follows: Aceording to figures 1 have
obtained we liad, before this year's crop was
reaped, a carryover of 300,000,000 bushels.
The latest estimate for this year's crop shows
an amoiunt of 547,179,000 bushels, of whicb
quantity the west produced 540,000,000 busheis.

With regard to markets, in our domestie
market and under the present systemn Canada
cao use 140,000.000 bushels. Great Britain
wiil probably take 150,000,000 busheis, and
others wili take 30.000,000 bushels. The
carryov'er wiil, as everyone knows, be the
iargest in history. What does thîs mean? Io
the west, alone, 300,000 farmers wili be
affcected, and the condition wili affect more
than 20 per cent of Canada's export, 25,000,000
of Canada's best acres and two billion dollars
of investmnent. Wben we consider the whoie
of Canada the figures become much more
impressive than the ones I have placed on
record.

W'hat is the storage situation? Canada's
storing capacity, including terminais, is esti-
mated at 425.000,000 bushels. The line
elevator companies and the wheat pool, by
constructing additional bins, are estimated to
be about to supply space for 25.000,000
bushels more. That is not enotigh. The
resuit is that we have a most deplorable
situation. 1 have scen huge quantities of
wheat, wheat upon which this country may
be dependent for its very existence, heaped
in roadside ditches, piled up in the fields, in
danger of wasting.

That is not ail which concerns the western
farmer. It se.ems; that few people realize that
there is a rapidly rising secondýary price
structure. According to the Searle letter of
October 23, 1940, prices; of the 147 commodi-
ties western farmers buy have risen, since
1914, as follows:

Percentage of
increase in
price since

1914
Per cent

Groceries ....................... 22
Clothing ........................ 33
House equipment ................. 66
Farm equipmnent ................. 44
Farmn machinery ................. 67
Municipal taxes .................. 74

The wbole 147 articles sent out in the Searle
index now cost on an average 42 per cent
more than they dîd in 1914.

According to the sanie letter, since the
present war broke out the cost of articles the

farmer must buy has risen on an average of
8 per cent. The following are some specific
inereases:

Percentage of
increase in
price in last

12 months
Per cent

Groceries. ...................... 14
Clothing ...... .................. 7
Household equipment ............. il
Farm equipment................. 7-5
Farm machinery................. 7
Municipal taxes .................. 2

These index figures indicate increased cost of
absolute necessities for living and producing.
It is impossible for the average hion. member
sitting in comfort in this ýchamber, without
knowiedge of the situation confronting those
farmers, to realize even reînotely hýow serious
the picture has become. The Searle index
shows that the actual cost of living of farmers
bas risen more in the first year of this war
than it did in the first year of the last war.
The index points out that one bushel of wheat
now has only 54 per cent of the purchasing
power it had in 1913 and 1914.

With wheat at such a ruinous level, sn far
as its purchasing power is concernied, imagine
the tragie plight of the fariner, with bhis grocery
bill, gasoline bill, repair bill, taxes and a
wide variety of other bills stiil unpaid, in a
position to seli oniy part of his crop!1 Imagine
the plight of those wbo trusted bim and sup-
plied those commoditiest Imagine what wil
happen to bis credit next year wben hie under-
takes to put in another crop! Who will ad-
vance him the gasoline? Who will trust him
for repairs to machinery? Wbat effeet wiIl
that condition bave on Canada's productive
powor next year? Imagine wbat is happening
to those Who would bave soid to him!1 And
this i.s a consideration wbich affiects e-astern
Canada particulariy.

Let it 'be borne in mind constantly that
when the western fariner cannot buy, the
castern producer cannot selI and cannot oh-
tain payment for the commodities hie bas
already sold. If eastern producers cannot
seil, then those samne eastern producers cao-
not continue to produce. The economic
strength of Canada is impaired to the exteot
to wbich production fails off.

Mr. BLAIR: What about the castero
farmer?

Mr. BLACKMORE: The saine thing applies
to the eastern farmer. I bappen to corne
from the west. If I came from the east I
would speak for him. But I do not see why
other hion. members do nt say more for the
eagstern farmer.


