
GOMMONS
Ocean, Shipping Rates

distress; it is flying the signais right naw and
sending S.O.S. calis ail over the country for
someone to corne to the rescue. I know what
it is because I have been in these fights many
a time. Sometimes I corne out on top and
snrnetimes nlot; but the combine neyer came
out on top and it wiii flot corne out on top
this time.

T'he 'time will corne when we ail in this
Huse will have to show our colours and line
up cither wi*th the people of Canada or the
Atiantie conference; we shall have no other
choice. 1 have a clipping here showing that
South Africa is suffering under the same diffi-
culty. Here is a littie story, and I assure you
it is right, to the effect that they are iooking
about for some way of escaping the irk-
someness they feel in respect to ocean rates;
they are in exactly the same position we are
in. We expect to get recruits and reinforce-
ments in our fight. You may recall, Mr.
Speaker, how littie Belgium. u.ndertook to
challenge the marching hordes of Germany.
It looked preposterous for ber to stand up
against such an onslaught of super.ior force,
but ber action challenged the admiration of
the whole world, and the whole world rushed
to ber assistance, with the result that we al
know. Our action is also going to challenge
admiration. Not only tha;t, but it will eniist
the support of ather countries ýthat are situ-
ated just as we are in respect to, ocean rates;
there is no question about that. But even if
they do flot orne to our assistance, it wili
only ýtake us a littie longer, that is ail; a.nd
we are going ta stay with it until we get
resuits.

Just one word, and I wiil be through.
There is only anc maya rcquired. Yoit may
scoif at this, but you will recail, Mr. Speaker,
how at the beginning of the war -the British
arrny was spoken of as "the contemptible
littie armny," and I say in this inatter you
rnay scoif if you like, but we have a right
cause, and it is only a matter of timýe until
we get results. bow quickly, wiil depend
upon the apposition ta the proposai. If
vou want ta delay resuits oppose this move;
but those who appose it wili have ta take
responsibiiity not only here but in the coun-
try. Results wiil be attained in a short time
if wýe get the support of the Canadian Pacifie,
but we shall not get it at the beginning.
First of ail we bhave ta show that we mean
business; that we are right behind this con-
tract, behind the principle cf it. Hon, gentle-
men may taik about changes being made,
but every bill can be changed for the better
without altering its principie at ail. The
Prime Minister has indicated, in order ta
satisfy the han. member for Burrard (Mr.

[Mr. Motherwell.]

Clark), that lie is wiiling ta inake a change
with regard to the word "oommodities," ta
wbich the han. menïber objecited on the
ground that it might mean American com-
modities, commodities from Honolulu, Jericho
or saine other place. The Prime Mintister
indicated he wouid be wiiling ta, insert the
word "Canadi-an," if that were thaught neces-
sary ta show that Canadian com-modities were
meant. If there are any t's to be crossed or
i's ta be dotted, we will make these changes;
but the prnnipie af the bill stands. This
government, like any other government, is
always ready ta make changes that will im-
prove a bill so long as they do flot interfere
with its principie, and this gaverninent bae
indicated its readiiness ta do that.

Hon. R. J. ýMANION (Fort William and
Rainy River): Mr. Speaker, if anything were
needed ta convince this bouse that the
wholc proposition which it is discussing- at the
present time wma in the nature of a bur-
lesque-

Mr. MOTHERWELL: Oh yes, I knew
that would corne.

Mr. ýMANION: My hon. friend is a good
judge of bimself. If anything were needed.
I sav, we have it in the speech of the hon.
mindster (Mr. Motherwehl) who bas just sat
down. If I did not know that the minister
is an ahsrlute prohihitionist 1 might have
corne to the conclusion on listening ta, hii
speech that he had already taken advantage
of the loosening up of the temperance legis-
lation in Ontario.

Sorne hon. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.

Mr. MANION: There is this ta be sa.id
about the hon. gentleman: While he is ai-
ways entertaininig, ho is very rarely instruc-
tive. I think he can sày less dn more trne
than any other hon. gentleman in this bouse.
I notice that bis last rernark was "'One word
more and 1 wili be through." The hon.
gentleman was through an ha-ur before that,
but he did flot know apparently how ta stop.

I notice that one of bis statement.s-and
I do flot intend at this, late heur to take up
much time-referred to the signing of letters
and editorials and other documents, and while
lie was criticizing people for net signing letters
and statements, he wvas holding in bis hand
this statemnent which is a reply of the stearn-
ship lines engaged in the Canadian north
Atlantic trade ta the charges madle by Mr.
Preston. My bon. friend from. Vancouver
South (Mr. Ladner) very properly pointed
aut that this reply af the steamship Uines
was signed by the different companiie-. I


