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changed to prefix RLight Hon., and the name William
Lyon conitracted to W.L. These changea from the
nomination papers as on the day nominated have been
persiated in in spite of the warning given by myself
ta the raturning officer. The ballots have been very
loüsely handled in the pninting office and were readily
accessible to the pinbli who might enter that office st
any tâne. In the interesta of the proper administra-
tion of this eleetion and of British fair play I woulil
ask that yeu taire steps, Sir, for a check-up, flot alone
on the ballot situation but for the safeguard of the
electorate and the canxdetes in this contest. If neces-
sary ta lay charge based upon information I have
given you, advise me section and procedure.

T. D. AOiqEw,
Official agent for D. L. BuacEss, M.C.

The provisions of the Elections Act, Sir, and
of the instructions issued by the Chief
Electoral Offleer are very elear upon this
point. Paragraph 43 of the instructions read,
in part, as follows:.

Finelly the printing cf the ballots should be put ln
hand not later taian the aftemncon of nomination dey.
The names of the candidates will be arranged alpha-
betically aecorzling t,, the initial letter of their aur-
names, uniss they cdierwise apecialy agree before tAires
o'clock on nomination day, and the names, addresses
and occupations wiil apper on the ballots in asactly
the same toron as on the nomination papers.

Those are mnerely the instructions of the
Chief Electoral Officer. But section 50 of
the Dominion Elections Act is equally
specifie:

The ballots of each voter sai be a printed paper,
in this set cailed a ballot paper, on which the namnes
of the candidates, alphabetically arranged in the order
of their surusmnes, shaU be printsd exactly-

The word "exactly" appears in the statute.
--as Vhey are sot out in the nomination pepers.

It is clear from the telegram that I have
read-which was sent to the Chief Electorai
Officer-and from the instructions that there
has been a departure from the provisions of
the statute, knowingly and wilfully made by
the returning officer, whose attention was
directed to it.

An hon. MEMBER: Question.

Mr. BENNETT: I arn coming to the
question. I will move the adjournment of
this Bouse, if that is what is wanted. Mr.
Speaker, no matter can be more vital to the
dignity and welfare of this Blouse than that
the ballot papers should not be manipulated.
There should be no possibility of ballots falling
into unauthorized. handa through loose
methods of printing being followed. That is
a trifling, commonplace observation to make.

Mr. SPEAKER: I would ask the hon.
gentleman to confine hirnself to the que&-
tion-

Mr. BENNETT~: 1 amn.

Mr. SPEAKER:- -because before the orders
of the day are called no speeches are allowed.

Mr. BENNETT: Mr. Speaker, no one
would more unwillingly transgress the rules
of this Bouse than I, but I have a right front
the language of the rules to direct attention
to a matter of great public importance. In
consequence of an interruption I perhaps
indicated! a method I might puirsue which
would precipitate a debate that I desire to
avoid. But I do direct the attention of the
minister to this matter as one of the most
serious that can possibly be thought of by
publie men, namely, the >manner in which
the franchise of the people is taken and the
vote recorded.

I ask now: What steps have been taken to
ensure that the will of the people, as indicated
by their marked ballots, shahl flnd expression
in the ballote counted that corne out of the
ballot boixes? May I point out that the
federal power le not wholly without its arm of
authority with which to proteet the ballot
boxes. It has the moixnted police, and ail that
is intplied by thiat foi-ce to see th-at law and
order are upheld, and that the will of the
people is flot thwarted by -the. manipulation
of the ballots that were not at lea.st marked..

Me. PARENT: When 1~ the question com-
ing?

Mr. BENNETT: Did -the hon,. gentleman
ask a question? Be will get an answer if he
does.

Mr. SPEAKER.- Order.

Hon. ERNEST LAPOINTE (Leader of the.
Bouse): Mr. Speaker, I mueêit say flrst that
my learned and hon. friend kindly coenmumi-
cated Ito me a copy of this telegram that has.
been sent by the agent of one of the candi-
dates -at the present by-.election in the county
of Prince Albert. Let me say at once that
under the law the eleetions are not carried on
by the government or under the government.
They are carried on unde-r an officer of this
*parliament called the Chief Electoral Officer,
who is appointed by this parliament, is re-
sponsible to this parlisnent, and reports on.ly
to: you, Mr. Speaker, and not Io any member-
cf the government. I have no doubt that
the Chief Electoral Officer of Canada is look-
ing after ail that ie neceesoey for the proper
esrrying on of the eleotion in Prince Albert.

If my hon. friend deoirea to learn what the
Chief Electoral Officer has done or the an-
swer he bs made ta this tdegram, there is.
-a section of the eleetoral law which, gives my
hon. lriend or myself or anybody euse the
right to go and inspect ail the returne, comn-
munications and correepondence, to-My, to-


