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is aiued in this campaign." Well, Mr. Chairinan,
notwithstanding these appeals, the electors of St.
Hyaciithe voted against in and against. his can-
didate. My hon. friend is too attached to his party
and to the little coterie which from what has been
called " the flaming corner (coin flamban/) " pulls
the wire which works the party in St. Hyacinthe,
adiil the despotismlî practised by the coterie has
brought upon the hon. menber the loss of nany a
devoted partisan who refused to blindly follow the
lead of the nien who compose this secret comimittee.
The political programme of the lion. nember and
his party is alone answerable for the decline in his
popularity.

IMr. RINFRET. (Translation.) Yes, a great de-
cline, when iat the last election hie was returned by
5190 majority.

Mr. DUPONT. (Translation.) He did not get
500J iajority, and lie wouldl be defeated if lie ran
again.

Mr. RINFRET. (Translation.) It was 4.90 ia-
jority which he got ; not very far fron 500.

MIr. DUPONT. (Translation.) The hon. ineniber
for Lotbinière in very touchy to-day. He cainot
allow ie to give ny views. We have listenied with
nuch cahnness to the remarks of the hon. ueiber
for St. Hyacinthe and his friends of the left, and
yet we cannot express our views iponî this Bill
withouamt being initerrupted whenever we touch one
of their tender spots. Tie hon. nember for St.
Hyacinthe lias brought no niew argument into the
debate. He simply asked why hlis counuty was
disturbed ? I said froui the beginmning, and we do not
cease repeating it, the counties havinig the standard
population are only disturbed in order that other
counties nay also be tgiven the required population.
A great crime was imade of the Giovernmnent dis-
turb.ing the habits of the electors. It is said :' But
the electors are used to voting with this or that
group, and it would be cruel to count their votes
with the neighbouring county." Well, I ask, where
is the cruelty ? And where is the disturbance of
the electors transferred froi onecounty to another?
Even though a county be divided by a. river, are
the electors obliged to cross that river to deposit
their ballotsin the box? Assuredly not. The electors
of St. Antoine and St. Marc will vote in their usual
respective polling districts, and after the voting
the boxes will he taken to the city of St. Hyacin-
the for the counting of the votes. That is all. One
niust be very short of arguncits to bring such
paltry ones against the Bill. As to the county
neetints, tiey do not take place in the town of

St. Hyacinthe, but at La Présentation. Iii the
future these county meetings will sinply have to
be hield in what will be a more central locality. I
notice, Mr. Chairnan, that ny hon. friend from
Verchères (Mr. Geoffrion), who is not the
least able nan of this House, has sought to
excite the sympathies over the fate brought
upon him by this Bill. I believe that everybody
in this House synpathizes with him. The lion.
mnenbers of the left say : . " You wipe out
the county of an old Liberal chief, of a man who
has rendered services to lis party and his country,
aud that is bad, that is an act of tyranny." I
do not deny, Mr. Chairman, the usefulness to his
party of the hon. member' for Verchères. I am
one of those who would like to see him come back
here, and I say so with the greatest sincerity.
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Anong all our political opponents there is no muan
iore courteous. But, on the other hand, if my lion.
friends of the left have as imucli esteem as we have
for this veteran of polities, they will necessarily
return himn fronm the counity now called Richielieu,
and to which are to be aînnexed the parishes of
Verchères-Ste. Julie, Ste. Theodosie and Contre-
coeur ; the two last parishes will in the future be
for the Liberal party the kcystone of the C-imty
of Richelieu. .My lion. friend froi Richelien (Mr.
Bruneau) is a young iman. I an confident that lie
lias no great interest in entering Iliti.:s for the
present. I know thatl he is oulv in throuh neces-
sity, aid to serve wlat fron his point~of view
seeis to be the interests of his party. Well, the
hon. inember foi Verhères is iot deprived of lis
county. He can in the future represent. the col-
stituency of Richelieu, whic the Government
night call Verchères, if it pleases mnyu hon. friends
of the lef t better. But why urge such considerations
against a measure of public interests': Why, on
iere questions of details-because suich a mîieiber
is inconvenienîced by the iieasure, because such
other does nuot care to give up the voters of sucli
a parish-wvhîy, I say, for considerations like thiese,
interfere withi the eniamlhf/ of a neasu-e, whiclh in
niy. opinion, is conceive<t in the public interest,
since it secures for the mnajority of the electors
the muajority of the represenîtatives in this House ?

Mr. BERNIER. (Translation.) I have no inuten-
tion to iake a second speech on the subjeet which
I treated this norning. I only take the floor witih
the object of rectifying certain errors iuade by the
lion. nember for Bagot (Mr. )upont). Tie hon.
iemiiber bas taken to task the petitions signed by
the electors of St. Pie and St. Doninique, asking
that tiese parishes be licft in the Conty of Bagot,
and lie insiiuated thiat if I was not the oie who
had originiated those petitions, it must have been
iy hon. friend (Mr. Brodeur). It seemns to une that
the lion. ienber imade a poor conplimient to the
electors of these two parishes, Liberals as well as
Coniservatives, who signed those petitions. It w-as
natural thuat these citizens, threatened with being
thirowvn linto Rouville, shîould think of taking
measures to prevent theanniexation ofthiese parishies,
to the neighbou ring county. There was no need of
their going to St. Hyacinthe, or anywhiere, foi
informîîation before niderstanding what were their
interests. As to the remnark inade by the lion.
nember for Ragot (Mr. I)uponut) that these petitions
were signehd by the saine hand, it is possible, MNr.
Clhairmuîaii, that they miight have been signed by
the saime personi ; the hou. iember knows perfectly
well that unîder sucli circumnstances a great regard
for regularity does nîot always obtain. But I would
like to know whether the hon. inember for Bagot
(Mr. Dupont) mneans to say that those that have
written down those naines have done it without
the desire and will of the parties. The persous
who prepared these petitiouis and caused thein
to be signed are honourable people, and I
know there is not a single nan anong themn
so unscrupulous as to dare (o wlat the hon. mem-
ber insinuated. Should he have had counter-peti-
tions he could have given his insinuations much
more weight. These remarks apply likewise to the
petition from the electors of Ste. Magdeleine, it is
possible that on it also names may appar to have
been written by the saine hand, but this does not
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