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interest including the provision of adequate safeguards for depositors and
investors. The government is prepared to exercise its responsibility in fields
where it has jurisdiction. In these fields as well as in areas where jurisdiction
is divided, it will seek to cooperate with all provincial governments.

Another matter of fundamental importance in our highly industrialized
society is safety. The government proposes to review the whole area of its
jurisdiction with respect to the setting and enforcement of safety standards in
all the areas where they are required if the day-to-day life of the average citi-
zen is to be adequately safeguarded.

As we observe this year the beginning of a new century of Confederation,
we who find ourselves in positions of authority must always remember that it
is our responsibility and our opportunity to serve the needs and aspirations of
the Canadian people. Ours is a proud past. Together we in Canada have a
future as promising as that of any other country in the world. But, above all,
we are a people of the present. It is well that in giving thought to the goals
of the second century of Confederation, we be aware that, as our success and
promise of today rest on the actions of the past, so what we have tomorrow will
depend on what we do today.

Members of the House of Commons,

The legislative program that the government proposes is large, and many
of the issues it contains are complex. This has consistently been the case in
recent years. It is a natural result of the growth and development of our coun-
try, the involvement of government in many matters, and the increasing tech-
nicality of modern society and the methods of its regulation. Parliament today
requires virtually the full-time attention of its members, and this has been
appropriately recognized. Likewise, you have recognized that the rules and
methods of parliamentary government must be revised. In the last Session you
established a Committee on the Rules of the House which made valuable prog-
ress in this regard. In this Session you will be asked to continue and expand
that Committee’s work. Canada in embarking upon its second century of fed-
eral government, must provide its Parliament with every facility to ensure that
efficiency and thoroughness of deliberation which, in the consideration of every
item of public business, is alone the sure protection of the liberty and well-
being of our people.

You will be asked to appropriate the funds required for the services and
payments authorized by Parliament.

Honourable Members of the Senate,

Members of the House of Commons,

It is our honour and privilege to be responsible for the government of our
country in this one hundredth year of confederation. It is our duty to govern
well.

In addition to the measures already specified, you will be asked to consider
a number of other legislative proposals.

In conclusion, I would end today, as the first Governor General of our
country did one hundred years ago:

“Within our borders peace, security and prosperity prevail, and I
fervently pray that your aspirations may be directed to such high and
patriotic objects, and that you may be endowed with such a spirit of
moderation and wisdom as will cause you to render the great work



