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The Secretary of State for Ex'bernal Afﬁairs, the Hon, Mitchell Sharp,
nmade the "ollouing sta.t,exnent today°

I have received a number of enquiries in recent days about
the role Canada is being asked to undertake in Viet-Nan and about ths
- Governzent's positien on the matter. I would, therefore, like to.
sunmarize the position in bothvoflehese respects.

. First of all, I want to emphasize that in the fole being
contemplateé for a new international commiseion'in Viet-Nam! there is no
question of maintaieieg peace through the use of arms. ;f it is decided
to provide Canadian niliteey personnel for the comgiseion they would not
be a military formation but would be specially selected individuels who
have the required expertise to observe and fepore on the implementation
of the cease-fire agreement. They would be part of mixed observef groups
drawn from each of the four participating countries. At the present time
it is not clear how many would be involved. |

The second point I wish to emphasize is that the G?vefnment has
tuken no decision on whether to join and cennot do so until the cease-fire
negotiations have been completed and full'information on the proposed arrange-
nents is available. » .

bver the past four years the Government has indicated on many

occasions in public statements of polic? and in diplomatic exchanges its
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busic position that it would consider constructively any request for Canadian

participation in truce supervisory arrangements when, in its opinion, based
01 the lessons of the past and the circumstunces of the request, an operation

held'the promise.of succesa.and Canada could pley’a useful role.
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