e replacing passports; and
o dealing with local authori-
ties if you are arrested.

These Canadian government
offices offer 24-hour emergency
assistance. You can also contact

the Department of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade
in Ottawa at (613) 996-8885
(collect calls accepted) or call
10800-1400125 toll-free fromn
inside China.

Foreigner Residence
Certificates

Persons who have entered China
ona“Z" or “X" visa must apply
for a Foreigner Residence
Certificate at the Public Security
Bureau within 30 days of arrival.
The authorities may issue a
provisional certificate in some
cases. Temporary residence
cards are issued to those who
will be staying in China for less
than one year. A residence
certificate is not required for
foreigners holding other types
of visas, including the “F” and
the “L" visas. Foreigners aged
16 or older must carry their resi-
dence certificates or passports
at all times for possible examina-
tion by authorities.

Foreigner Residence Certificates
are issued for periods of one to
five years, and the cards must be
submitted to the local Public

Security Bureau for examination
once a year.

The application for a residence
certificate must be supported by
documentation demonstrating
the applicant’s employment. A
registration certificate for a rep-
resentative office of a foreign
company from the Chinese’
Administration for Industry and
Commerce is acceptable for this
purpose.

The residence certificate is valid
for a specific residence and a
specific employment situation.
Foreigners who wish to change
places of residence or employ-
ment must apply to the Public
Security Bureau to have their
residence certificate changed.

Once you have a permit to reside
in China, you can obtain an
import permit, valid for six
months, to bring in personal
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