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BUILD-UP IN I3ACKLOGS

The. resuit of aur lnabillty ta cape with the. large
numbers who could not imniediately b. granted landed
immigrant statue has been a large build-up ia back-
logs at two levels of procedure, that is, in the.
immigration inquiry systeni and at the. Immigration
Appeal Board.

Unintentionally, this bas created hardship for
many people anxious ta become. Canadians. As an
example, abnormally long delays in determining the
final statue of immigrants have caused financial
hardehips forcingsanie immigrants ta talc. employineit
witiiout authorization. Ilt is our objective ta eliminate
these deinys so that this situation will not arise in
the. future. While 1 intend ta remove the. immediate
hardehips and eliminate delays, 1 do not intend~ to

change the. basic policy under which persans coming
ta Canada are prohibited froni taking employment
without permission.

THE PLAN

1 want to say that the prograni we are institutlng now

le not la the. category of a general amnesty such as
we have had la former yeare.

Rather, the. plan caîls for action on two fronts:
firet, ta strenniline and improve current procedures ta
prevent a furiher bud-up of the. backlog of cases; and
secondly ta eliminate this backlog o! tome 13,500
applications now awaiting hearings by special inquiry
officers who deteruaine in the, presence of the appli-
cant and bis counsel whether an applicant siiauld b.
landed or ordered deported.

Tii. Department's field strength le being in-
creased by 260 persans so that backlog cases an b.
revieweil and resesed and 4elays in the. handling

of current applications can be drastkcally reduced.
The. prospective immigrant's performance ini

Canada will b. reviewed, taking into accouat iiow he

has been able to adjust to Canadian 11f, while
awaiting hie departmental hearing. Consideration will

b. given to his financial stability, trade and language
training, participation in conimuaity activities and hie

euiployment potential.
W. hoe this will result in the. gating of Ianded

statue to somie 50 per cent af the epplicants whoe
cases have been caught up ln the backlag. Those uiot

imeiately accepted as landed immigrants will have
their departmental h.ariags continued with full

~protection of their right of appa1 ta the. ladependeat
Imigation Appeal Bord

Each applicant i the backkog will b. notlfied

tht he iepartmemt le iin4ertaking a review of hie
cae. Heo wi be inorme of the factors on whlch tuis

review wilbe ba..d, and invited to provide any new
inmton~ t show LIWî he bas in fact successfully

estblihedhimelfini Canada. He will alsa b. .eked

t. produce lettes of~i reomnan froni Canadien
citixens or other permanent residents ai Canada.

For purposes of this review, we will b. prepared
to se.k relief by order-in'.council froni the application
of the relevant immigration regulations for those
persans who have established themselves success-
fully ini Canada.

NEW APPLICATIONS

Our objective is that any future applicants for landed
immigrant statue froni within Canada will be assessed
within one month, and if a furtiier hearing is necessary
it will b. held without delay.

It lu expected that this rate of processing new
applications can be achieved by January 1, 1973. No
additions will b. made to the existing backlog after
that date. A target date of April 1, 1974, has been set
to eliminate the remaining departmental inquiry
backlog.

Although they cannot b. resolved directly by any
administrative measures, the. Department will also
re-examine its files on sanie 10,000 cases now before
the. Immigration Appeal Board....

BIG0 FEDERAL HOUSE-CLEANING PLAN

Canada will spend more than $60 million aver
the. next four years to dlean up pollution caused by
federal facilities.

Announcing this Canada-wlde program recently,
the Minister of the Enviroament, Mr. jack Davis,
said that new federal buildings would be equipped
with the latest dlean-up devices. "The Governmet
muet first put its own house in order," Mr. Davis
declared. "The. Federal Goverament muet talce the
lead. It must show the way and clean up ia the sane
way it 18 asking the. private sector to do."

The anti-pollution progran will be financed
through a central f und approved by the Treasuty
Board. Environnient Canada will act as a co-ordl'-
nating agency worklng with other government depart
ments to plnp<>int "bad spots"~ and ta establisti
priorities for Goverament spending on pollution
abatement.

"W. have been asking ta include pollution)
control from the very start of planning," said Mr.
Davis. "It is a neceseary coat o! doing business and
government muet be busineselike as well."

The. Minîster sald that pollution control standards
for the federal dlean-up prograni would b. set at
very high level - "we alea want to show the prOr
vinces the. way", he sald.

A detailed inventory of "problein spots- and
coste of dlean-up, site bw site, is belng assembled
by Environment Canada on the basis of r~eport%
received from dozens of departmental establishmsets
acrass the. country.

Environment Canada is co-operating with federa'
Crown Corporations, which must also meet natioal
standards, according ta Mr. Davis.


