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Participation in IYDP planned

Health and Welfare Minister Monique
Bégin has announced further details on
Canadian participation for the 1981
International Year of Disabled Persons
(IYDP). The plans were announced at the
first formal meeting of the Canadian
Organizing Committee (COC) held re-
cently in Ottawa.

The Federal Government wil provide
a special projects fund of $1 million;
50 per cent of this fund is to be made
available to projects or activities managed
by the disabled themnselves. This fund will
be used to provide technical and financial
assistance to groupa of disabled persons
and for initiating services or activities
which will provide substantial benefits to,
the disabled. The fund will also, provide
financing for projects of exceptional
value where existing mechanisms are ini-
adequate or not available, as well as fund-
ing for special activities or projects
specifically designed to, mark the Interna-
tional Year.

In addition, a public information pro-
gram in support of IYDP wîll be funded
with $800,000. The objectives of this
program will be to create a public aware-
ness concemiîng disabled persons and the
International Year.

A further $800 ,000, previously an-
nounced, will support the operation of
the organizing committee and enable it to
develop an IYDP liaison program to en-
courage groupa to become involved i
some activity or project to mark IYDP.
The Governiment has also authorized a
voluntary contribution of $ 100,000 to
support the United Nations program for
the IYDP.

Miss Bégin lias also made public the
officiaI logo for the international Year of
Disabled Persons in 1981.-

The official Canadian logo for IYDP
1981 is based on the original design pre-
sented by the French National Commis-
sion for IYDP, representing two people
holding hands in solidarity and support of
each other in a position of equality.

The Minister urged use of the logo
whenever possible to help publicize the
theme of the Year, "Full Participation

Refugee agreement signed

The Federal Government has sîgned a
refugee sponsorship agreement with the
Czechoslovak National Association of
Canada making it easier for local Czecho-
slovak groups in Canada to help refugees
and self-exiled people from Eastern
Europe.

"In the past, churcli and service groups
have focused their sponsorship activities
on Indochinese refugees; however, the re-
settiement of Eastern European refugees
is equally important," said Immigration
Minister Lloyd Axworthy .

timbrella agreements increase the po-
tential participation of local groups in the
sponsorship program by eliminating much
of the time and paperwork involved ini
handling cases at the local level.

The agreement outlines the responsibi-
lities of both the Czechoslovakian Na-
tional Association of Canada and its
local member groups. Under the 1980
refuge plan 3,400 refugees fromn Eastern
Europe are expected to resettle in Can-
ada.

Canadian agencies give to tool program

Canadian governimental and non-goveru-
mental agencies are helping to provide
tools to help Kampuchean farmers as
they struggle to feed their families through
the cominp crucial months.

Research contracts awarded

More than $1 million in university re-
search contracts will be awarded by the
Department of Communications during
1980-81.

Nineteen Canadian universities will re-
ceive 45 contracts, averaging $22,000
each. They will carry out research in sup-
port of current federal responsibilities
and priorities in the social, financial,
regulatory and teclinological aspects of
telecommunications.

Work wîll include a study of effects of
information technology on Canada,
analysis of Parliament's objectives and
future legisiative requirements for the
Canadian broadcasting system, and inter-
active television.

Other areas of study encompass, north-
eru native TV programming, telecom-
munications needs of the handicapped,
office and computer communications,
teleconferencing, multilmngual broadcast-
ing and a variety of work touching the
fields of spectrum management, engineer-
ing and communications technology.

in Kampuchea

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC),
$75 ,000 by the Alberta government, and
$70,000 by other Canadian non-goyern-
mental organizations.

Landbridge
The unique project is based on the "land-
b-ridge" -established at the well-organized
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