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Alaska Highway an example of
Canada/U.S. co-operation

During the celebrations of the United
States Bicentennial, many stories of
friendship, co-operation and joint
achievements with Canada are being
recounted. Whiie inost of these memor-
able events are coneentrated on the
49th Parallel, there are some interest-
ing northern examples, one of which is
the construction of the Alaska llighway,
long considered an epic in road build-
ing.

Started during the Second World War
to provide a land route for war material
and equipment to Alaska from the Can-
adian provinces and American states,
the Alaska Highway was hammered
through more than 1,500 miles of moun-
tains, muskeg and mosquitoes. More
titan 11,000 U.S. troops, 16,000 civi-
lian workmen from both countries and
some 7,000 pieces of cquipment werc
thrown into the Herculian task of pene-
trating a vast untamed wilderness. The
construction bill for the 1,523-mile
route was about $140 million, which
included 133 major bridges and more
than 8,000 culverts which, if placcd
end to end, would stretch over 57 miles.

Then, on a bleak, cold November 29,
1942, a littie more than nine months
after the construction began, 250
shivering soldiers, civilians and Royal
Canadian Mounted Policemen watched
as officiais from the United States and
Canada cut the ribbon to officially open
this major road link.

The ceremony took place at Mile 1061,
known as "Soldiers Summit" and it
crowned an event that has gone down
in history as one of the construction
triumphs of the world.

Since then, the Alaska Highway has
developed into one of the most import-
ant transportation arteries in North
America, stretching from Mile 0 at
Dawson Creek, British Columbia,
through the Yukon Territory, Canada
and into Alaska at Fairbanks, U.S.

Jurisdiction over the Canadian sec-
tion of the highway was turned over to
the Canadian army in 1946 and all re-
construction and upgrading was carried
out under Canadian army supervision
until Aprîl 1, 1964 when the federal
Departinent of Public Works took it
over. On April 1, 1971, the maint-
enance of the Yukon section of the
Alaska Highway was turned over to the

Alaska Ilighway construction across the' T

Yukon Department of Highways and
Publie Works by the Federal Govern-
ment.

Ever 'sincc the Alaska Highway was
completed in the 1940s, a continuai
program of upgrading, widenîng and
straightening has been under way. The
Alaskans have paved their portion of
the highway, while the Yukon section
has been developed into one of the
best all-weather gravel ronds to he

Immigration, f irst quarter

The 32,359 immigrants who came to
Canada during the first quarter of 1976
rcprcscntcd n drop of 25.5 per cenit
from the number who came during the
same period hast year, according to
statistics reieased September 3 by
Manpower and Immigration Minister
Robert Andras.

"This year's immigration has been
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found anywhere.
The Alaska Highway, once au etuier-

gency wartime road, has developed
into a vital link between the giant in-
dustrial regions of the U.S. and Can-
ada and the rich natural resources of
Alaska and the Yukon. But, aside from
the economie aspects of thc highway,
it also represents a permanent monu-
ment to the durable and warm friend-
ship between two nations.

declining in ahl categories of immi-
grant and from ail world areas," the
Minister explained. "The drop reflects
the effeet of the regulation changes,
announced in February and October

i 1974, that hink the immigrant flow more
choseiy to the needs of Canada's
labour market."

Mr. Andras said that about 55 per cent
of independent immigrants had pre-
arranged empioyment, whereas the rate

igs Destîned to labour force
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