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Writing in Halifax &à"oo
A very large meeting Of the Halifax aud Dart-

mo-Uth teachers wus held on Friday, tbe 2nd uýIt., to
conaider the report of the committee on writing.
The report wus read and expiained by Principal
Mi Der of Dartmou th. The other teachers man i fsted
their interest by a«king mnany questions, ail of vbicb
were satisfactoriiy answered by the varsous members I
of the cornmittee.

The chairman of the sobool bbard, Mr. Symons,
addressed the meeting. As a man of business for
many yearsho had troquent opportunities of beconi-
ing practicaly acquainted vith the reenits of the
penmanship of the sahools, and h. muet pronounce
it very unhatisfactory. As a bank director ho. had
frequently W rojeot, on account of their bail writing,
candidates otherwie vel suitod for positions in the
bank. IL vas to b. regretted that a worthy young
man's progrees should b. barred 1'y his teacher' e ng-
leot ini keeping him up to the. standard in the legibie,
neat and facile use of the pen. In vieiting echoole
for the aset two years he had discovored two causes
for this general defeot: let Lhe use of short pencile,
and 2nd, tbe haste to geL the correct anevers to pro-
blemes regardioe of forai. Re had reason to believo
that inthe. Bston sehoo]s writing is more efficientiy
taught than in Noya Scotia. Ho adocated the use
of writing exercises to moure freedoi of arm move-
ment in place of finger movemen te.

&fter heaning several witten opinions the major-
ity of the teaohers endorsed the foUloving propositions:

1. Instend of slates pupils sbould use exenulse books. They
would b. nolseleas; tbe work would romain for inspection or
reference; I'eing permanent more care would b. exerclaed.
and the coet would not mucb, If any, exceed that of siates.

2- Pupili. wben writing should sit In the rlght central posi-
iGn -both arms on the deiksa t au angle of 45'0 wlth the frontof the desk, writing Unes parallel t thie front of the desk.

3. Vertical writing 18 the best-belng the most legible. the
mSteasily Iearned, the besi adapted to secure the hygienic
position. It ig the must used in EugliMs seîoos-in nine-tentbs of them-and in many schools on the continent. It 18
recommended by Germai> experts.

4. lu normally shaped bands peus should be held as recom-
mended by Gaige in bis systï1n of penmaushlp.

S5. -Pupils wben. writing should be- requfred -to be alwaY& incorreçt pc*ition aud 10 bold their peubolder» or penis
correctly. -Wiitiug exercises should not b. 8o long as 10
become tiresome.

6. Writing should be taught chlefly from the blackboard
and by the use of exerclse paper and movable head Une.

7. No buate to get through with'mucb work should causethe teaciier 10 tolerate any wrltten execse which In flot in
good for>».

"tI amn vell eatisfied with your paper, aud Lhink
there is a steady advance in iLs utility Lo teacber."-8.

N

1 was taiking with au n npotor a day ortv
Who seemed Lo b. put ont about eou@Wng.
inquiry Ifonnd that 't wu ocui" byhi "1%u snd out omauy return soots sabeoond Urne for t*terni. Re informed me that in many eseo vhWb-m
sent reLu rue tWthe seretary, Lt.eLosohor vould wV
for thenâ; and vhere b.oseat them sothe t*bbrg»secretary vouid Write for thon, snd in botb mmsvithout inquiring of eaoh othér. It is the ma
the c aseof regi8ers - ouiyl, perbapo, vo111re . r
register, ordinariiy, viii do fbr-to terfh, or a joua.
Doring that time thons je sachange oftueuso, lm
the last One, iustead of lealing the Unfliod rq0am rwîtb b theeruy. or in Lb. sohool, coe i t .vay1vith ber to make out Lb. retara snd uegleot tol,*.d
iL back. The new toachor, vishirng to begit iâeka
dlean shoot, or not inquiring wbother th. di#gW él»

suppliod or not, immodistey vrittheb.insooote
a nov regster, vhicb sho gebOhmeor wtbsu 1*in,
requirod, because, perhaps, -the inspecter 1*s a Y id
Lb. meuder canuot detormino.

Before seudiog for a nov register slvays ex*éfiie
the kut one and inquire of th. soorota'y If théuo
retary basnflot a nov registor aud the &Wlu Is ee aIIfl
thon send tW tho inspector, not t théb. ois,~
office, as isome do. Snob a conrse1 plutos nolt, i
înspeçLor nor the education oSce. AtL h,IaÎ6
inepector takes note of Lb.esupplie 'oa". X~
fails to sund Lbem tW auj sohol IL 18'is boas6hobis
had no opportuuity of knàoving thoy aure o<d

The vorkr of suother nov ym rhms bogue. LMt oèb
eacher determine to acooupisb s.aotbng Mo t

herSeif aud ber sohool than iset yosr lW Wti»*
do for herseif? 8h. eau nome ero, solaasbl
improve ber methode, rnd au oducatlouaILp'
attend a cou utv ineitute, vhiob porbap»eshe 4d am
do iast yoar. Wbat can sho do, for ber sobool? -8b
can inspire ber papil8 vit bhighft ideais Noui
and inteliectuaily. Sho eau avaken a du.per' IMW
est in education in the distict, song pmolet s*
as pupîls. She eau have someobjeot l in vbyod_
the moère drawing of tho alay sd filhIniu tbO
ime. À echool flag. a mohool librsry, botW r ppàrt#

tus, improved bouse, grounda orfurnituâro. *LWOt~O1
teacher aud achool b. Lthe botter for Lhe Yosr 18M,.

We bave meen a very pretty photègraph ot U
Sydney Academy, surrounded by theTXOvir*tè <f*4o
senior classesand the tochoreo.l->Wê pauuWrntit44.
golng to b./à part of the am~i o or xbit- at' âe
Chicago woild's fair.
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