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MUNICIPAL TAXATION, (Cqntinued).

Quarries and Mines are usually a.ssessed when Annual
output.
.Objections'may be made by Municipal Officers to this

proposed taxation of occupants, on the grounds 'of in-
creased difficulties and time required to obtain collec-
tion. This objection wll particularly arise in the larger
clties and -urban municipalities. To Ineet this objection .a
systemn of tax collection by Bankers through their branches
is here recommended. The relief thus f elt in Tax col-
lection departments 'would considerably more than. offset
the multiplication ln Assessments.

Education Traxation in Quebec.' This part of the -sub-
Ject seemns unfortunately beset wlth many peculiar diffi-
culties and problems. The following method la. here.sug-
gestive only:-

«Taxes for purposes -of Education to form part of >the
Tax for General Municipal Admiinistration purposes.

The Local Education Âuthorities of each MuniclpalitY
to duly ascertain their financial. requirements for the f orth-
coming year (for wblch the tax la, tu be,-imposed>. The
Local Education Authorities shaîl subimit the ,Estlmate
of their 'fixancial requiremients tco the Provincial Ediùcation
Department.' The Provincial Education Department shall
examine and certify if satisfactory, The bepgïrtment'a
supervision shall'be exEýrcised for the follo.wing subjets:-

1. To maintain equity between the Panels.
2. To insist upon proper provision being made for al

Educational requirements.
3. To suppress illegal, unauthorized and unnecessary ex-

penditures. (Code of regulations hereon would be very de-
sirable).

Whenever the demanda contalned in the estixpate of
one panel of a xnunlc;[pality are out of Proportion to the
demanda of another panel of the same munlclpality, the
Education Department shall add to the estimate of the
panel effecting economnies an amount equal to economnies
effÈcted (but sbould at the same time distinctly enumerate
these economnies>.

The amount thus added to be applled to ail or any of the
followlng purposes:

1. Increased remuneration to personnel.
2. Establishment and maintenance of superannuation.

lFund for personnel.
3. Maintenance or Improvement of any of the Institu-

tions owned or controhled by the Local Education Au-

forwar

cost of each class of Improutement upon aIl properties pro-
vided with such Improvemnent, benefits.

The local Improvement Taxes would thus hecome affluaI.
Taxes, variable and flot susceptible tu commutation (and

by specific ameudment necessary to be made in Municipal
Law) not eliminated'by sheriff's sale.

Inasmuchas maintenance, repalrs and renewals of aIl
Local Improvements are generally a charge upon the Gen-
eral Municipal Fund of a Municipaîity and are defrayed out
of the General Municipal Tax, to which unlmprovedl pro-
perties contribute ln proportion tu their asseasment, there
Is thus sufficlent Justification tu assesa all properties en-
joylng Local ImProvernent benefits to averaged Local Im-
provement Taxes, untfl alI' the respective Local Improve-
ment Loans of the Municlpaîîty have been redeemed or
prclvided for.

That portion of the Local Improvement Taxes of a mun-
iclpallty representing repayments of principal (includlng
Sinking Fund Instalment) should be credite-d in total in
the books of municipality elther to the Sinking Fund or
to whatever account or Fund that is e-stabllshed for the
reduction or extinction of the Loan, even though require-
ments of the speclflc Loan Buyers do flot require such an
extensive provision.

Business Taxes. This form 0f Taxation appears tu be
a ready means of ralsing revenue for a municipality partlc-
ularly so when business is prosperous, it has* the follow-
lng undesirable features:

1. Restrainlng Trade.
2. Difficult to establish equitable Assessment Basis.
Ail benefits of imposition are capable of preservation by

the enhanced value of the property on account of the busi-
ness. This would bie more oLvlous if asaessnlents based
on earning power.

Tenants and Occupants Tax. This Tax -hlch la provided
for in the Municipal Law of Quebec la limited to 8 per cent.
of the Annual value of the Aaaessed dwelling, wQuld neyes-
sarily disappear or rather be merged wlth the General
Municipal Tax if the Incidence as here recommended were
changed to Occupation.

Publie Utility Taxes. Public Utlity Taxes with one ex-
ception for water service wlll only be lruposed by a mun-..lclpality:-

To lquldate deficits if it la a mninclpally owned utillty,To provide guaranteed revenues if it la a conlpany owned

Durlng these critical tinies in France that have arisensince the commencement of the war it ia flot fat al sur-
prising that many utllty undertakinga have become TaxV- _ _ - - - - -
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