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THE LITERARY SOCIETY.

HE regular meeting of the Literary Society was
held last Fmiday evening, in tbe Y.M.C.A. hall.
The attendance was good, the roomn being coin-
pletely fi lIed during the pmogress of the debate.
New laces might be seen scattered here and

qo there throogh the audience, witnessing to the
fact that this year's Il freshies " do flot intend

to be behind their predecessors iii the interest manifested
in the Literary Society.

After the worthy Secretary had waded throogh. what
seemed to the audience sevemal volumes of minutes, Mr.
F. E. Bigelow, Secretamy of Committees, mead the report
of the genemal committee. The committee ecommended,
among other things, that the Corresponding Secretamy be
instrocted to communicate with the McGill University
Literary Society, to arrange for the holding of an inter-
collegiate debate. On motion of Mr. Perrin the debate
was fixed for somte time in januamy, if this could be
arranged. Theme is consequently a large probabiîity that,
at that time, our Society will wrestle in debate with the
denizens of McGill.

The programme was then pmoceeded with. The chair-
man called for music. The Society was not, howevem, in
a musical humor. The majori ty of the members had
exhaoste<l their musical capabilities in the corridors of

University Colloge ini the afiernloon. Consequeltly no
mnusic was forthicoming. Thle chairmran, expressiflg the
hope that the meeting would work itself up to a nius'ical

frame of mind before the close, proceedcd to the neXyt
number. This xvas an essay by Mr. W. P. Reeve, t
fiery and untamed orator of '94. Instead of treatiflg the
meeting to an essày, Mr. Reeve resurrected the sha8e of

Daniel Webster by delivering that celebrated oriator s

wvcll-known reply to Haine. The Society was requeste.
by the Speaker to transformi itself, in spirit, into the Amner1

can Senate, ami to put themselves back in point of tifle

fifty or sixty years. Whethier the Society succeeded iii

acconiplishiing this difficult feat is questionable. If it did,

we must be bouiid to consider the American Senate of 1830
as an exceediiigly facetiaus body. At ail eventS, the

speaker acconîplished his task admirabl.y, and treated th'

Society to an entertainiment as novel as it was pleasiflg
and instructive.

IlHealthy, but out of the race," one of Bill N ye'S l
inorous productions, was ncxt rendered by Mr. K.D.
MeMillan. The rnanner in whichi this reading was gien
and the remarks which preceded it, almost compel us toJ
believe ttiat '93 possesses a real live humorist. IlCui'1 Y
is truly a very funny manî. His reading was greeted Wiîh

shoots of laughter by the audience. It was reported thal

one freshman actually rolled off bis chair. It is to b

liopeti however that this is not the case. Freshmeil mhore
always keep to their chairs, except wben a sophoffar

happens to appear ;they should theni immediately rise
offer it to him.

The niext feature on the programme was the debate'

The subject was :Resolved, that Greek sbould be t'le

equivalent of French and German on the University 11il
culum. The affirmative was led by Mr. Shipley, Who up

hield the substitution of Greek for French and Gerffaol'
because of its greater difficulty, both in granimar and. a
cabulary. He eulogised the Greek language, and claime
for it more value as an educator than any other agae

in existence. The speaker said that in teUid e5tn
laiiuage thn th Unîed tteb

that country which was more opposed to perpetiie
ancient lagae hnany other civilized nation, t reeg
xvere only four universities in which the study 0 f.Cb the
was not comipulsory. He ably depicted the loss WhIbeiig
University would sustain by the study of Greek reeilI
relegated to any lower grade than that whicli it at Pre
lield.hodn

Mr. Tennant followed on the negative, ably uP COdn
the dlaim of Modemns to be ranked on a par with th
He strongly urged the fact that the crying need 0 tst
time was for practical men, and that the University gthe
produce these. He held that the basis of utilitY. v JS
only ground upon which the question could be di5C - îy
and upon this ground Modemns must rank at least euad
withi Greek. The speaker also urged that xve co.uld S w
the Modemis with mrore certainty than the classil tM0e
can understand modemn environments much better b D
ancient. He closed bis stmong and convîncîng sPedmore
urging that as modern levelopment had been M h Iltil
mapid than that of e ancients, modemn language b

take prioit ove ýt classics. ehalf O
Mr. J. H. Brown then took up the cudgel 011 be II

the classics. He claimed that modern civilizatîo1fl fb

flot be ighitly understood wîthout the knowledgew 0 at
civilization of the ancients. He agreed with Mr-. eO
in regarding utility as tie O]Ily means by which the 1 the
tion at issue could be judged ; but he ciaiined f0 or

classics, and especially Greek, a far greater UtilltY drI
educational factor and brain developer than the tno il
possessed. The speaker cited Milton and AddisOlitef'
exampies of the influence of the study of Greek UPn îiefa'
ary style, and said that the master îninds of Engib eecî
tome were inoulded hy the classics. Mr. Brown 5 f fa
was throughout a strong and clear marshalling .o witb
and arguments. The simple touches of imnaginiatiof wet 6

which hie relieved the mîgidiîess of his argu nent

exceedingly artistic and effective.


