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Kditorial Notes.

THElRtE is no one more deserving of those honors which it is
stow 4, e power of the students of University College to be-
Litefa,r an MI“. William Houston, M.A., the President-elect of the
Active Y and Scientific Society. Mr. Houston has ever been an

und staunch friend of his Alma Mater, and has always

Jeen .
in f(;‘:nd on the side of reform and progress in matters regard-
With 1 real advancement and welfare. Mr. Houston brings

With th m eXpel‘ience, culture, and an intimate acquaintance
the off © practical workings of the Literary Society, having held

i clest of Vice-President in 1870, and of President in 1875, to
that ung ter position he has been again called. We are sure
, oy the presidency of Mr. Houston the Literary Society

Promise of a year of great usefulness before it.

H v
T cEnglra‘d“&t'GS of QXford University residing in Canada re-
.OnVOC&ty received a circular asking them to vote at the next
tee op oo Against a measure which would sanction the prac-
Connee iZIVIS‘?CtIOIl within the new physiological laboratory in
glll&tionsn with the university. There are certain statutory re-
%DPonent, requiring the use of anmsthetics in such cases, but the
Cvadeq S AO f the measure fear that these regulations may be
Dameg '& mong others who oppose the measure, and whose
Edward%)ear in the circular, we notice Professors Ruskin and
fforty o reeman. It was only by the determined and persistent
tory Vis_uch men as these that the barbarous continental cus-
a general‘;lsectmn without anasthetics was not permitted to gain
May say ¢ oothold in England. Whatever hardened physiologists
Perny ~Y %o the contrary, there can be no doubt that it is a most

i
thiy

e .

g ;?)uﬁ notion that the increase of human knowledge is a
to be ot e desired at any cost. That knowledge which 1s only
f oy n;;ed b}’ debasing and deadening all the finer sensibilities
dEfeHCe g ure 18 bought at too high a price. It is not a sufficient
loy for the infliction of the most exquisite tortures on the

T g .
. thepep, umals that a certain amount of human suffering may

‘the Y be alleviated. No mere physical good can fully justify

Mission of a great and revolting moral evil.

RES ——
P f(I}?ENT Seelye, of Amherst, approves of the formation
eek letter sacieties on phe ground that they tend to

clevate the morals of the whole student body. He reaches this
conclusion by the very singular reasoning that the societies must
demand a high moral tone from their members in order to be
popular. But, as the stream cannot rise higher than its source,
it is easy to see that the learned president’s argument runs in &
circle. It is the moral tone of the undergraduate body in general
that preserves the morals of the Greek letter societies, and not
the opposite, as the friends of these secret organizations would
have us believe. For ourselves, we believe that this matter of
college societies is entirely overdone. The success of any society
requires a certain degree of unanimity of opinion among its
members, and when a student belongs to several of them at once
there is a risk that he will sink his academical individuality
entirely and become a mere section of a large and complicated
sories of machines. The time which should be oceupied n close
thinking on many subjects and in arriving at an intelligent in-
dividual opinion on them will be frittered away in finding some-
thing definite, however shallow, to say on it when next his society
meets, or in listening to the opinions of others no better inform-

1 ed than himself. The very highest type of university education

is that which encourages the greatest and most energetic develop-
ment of individual minds in every possible direction, and not that
which tends to restrict the student within the confines of academ-
ical faculties and societies. Let us have less talking about things
and more thinking, fewer societies and more vigorous private
thought and original research apart from the control of either
text books, lectures, or society discussions.

N an article on confederation in a city journal recently, Mr.

(. Mereer Adam makes incidentally an earnest appeal for a

more generous recognition by the Canadian public of healthy
native literature, Apart from the intellectual benefit resulting
to cur embryotic nation from such a development, the writer
correctly argues that if it were only for social and political rea-
sons greater encouragement should be given to Canadian writers,
since literature and the literary spirit are the most effective
means for “ the infusion of patriotic feeling and the diffusion of
national sentiment.” No man has done more noble work in the
encouragement of this potent influence than Mr. Adam himself.
Many are the words of kindly appreciation and sympathy he has
given to literary aspirants from all parts of the Province. The
Canadian Monthly was ably conducted by him for many yearsin
the face of obstacles which would have discouraged any one but
an enthusiast. And it is much to be regretted in the behalf of
Canadian literature that this magazine was starved to death by
the public whose higher interests it was so well fitted to serve.
We have nothing to fill its place. If The Week was projected
for that purpose the execution has fallen far short of the inten-
tion. Oritical articles in all variety and of all degrees of merit
and demerit The Week gives us in more than abundahce, but it 18
creation and not critticism that is necessary if we are ever t0.
have a national literature. For the lighter and finer kinds of
writing 7'he Week cannot find room. Much of the.alleged poetry
which alone suits the taste of the editor appears in the main
be produced by the very simple process of chopping intolerable

prose into irregular lengths. And even in its eritical capaeity !

is sufficiently well known, in spite of all protestations to the con-
can receive a fair eXx-

trary, that only a certain clags of opinions o the past

pression through the columns of this journal. nsl
year Canadian writers have furnished various excellent poeti

and prose contributions to American magazines, which is sa,dlgr




