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gresa wbicbi bas been elected at tbe saine tinte
wîth the President convenes in thse foliowing
December. Thus the country is kept in a
state of political fermntt and uncertainty from
tise Presîdential nomination in Jtune tili the
mîeeting of C'ongress a year and a haîf later."
Though the country has preniounced so em-
phatically against tie McKinley tariff, that
tariff, uniless President Cleveland calls a special
session o'f Congress next Marcb, cati bardly be
abolished and a niew one put in opcration
liefore tu o ycars frusît tise time w heit tîte
people decrced its downfail. That is slow
woîk ,for a people Wbo pride theniseîrca on1
their demioctatic institutions.

Mr. G. E. Hardy, a New Yorkl educator,
contending that ntodern education dues nut
develop the moral sense, says that " tifty years
of popular education bave had litie or nu piet-
ceptible regenerating influtence " on the Arn ri-
can peuple. Thsis is, probably, far tue strcng
a statemient. Mr. Hardy says that over eighty

per cent. of tbe conviets iii Sing Sing and
Auburn prisons are public schooi graduates,
and that the prisons and reformiatories are full
of thent. The hIdependent argues that if
nearly twenty per cent. of the conviets arc
illiterate, Mr. Hardy's figures are against bis
own contention, as it would bardly bu pre-
tended tisat twenty per cent. of the population
are illiterate. We are flot sure tit twventy
per cent. would be s0 much altove the mark,
especially in New York itself, witlt its vast
hordes of low-ciass immigrant,-. In fact,-wse
beg leave to doubt whether New York bas

public school accommodation for more thani
eigbty per cent. of its population of sebool age.
But be tbat as it îna, it due. not seent to us
that the Independent's answer is otbersvise
satisfactory. It says : No one bias ever
ciaimef that an educated oman is necessarily a
moral mani, that tbose who bave guise tbrougb
tise publie scisools are tlsercby ittsured againtia
tbe penlitentiary. Ail tuit bas iseen claimefi
is tisat thc traininîg wbicbi tbcy there get i
dhiscipline cf the wiil andi in inteilectual apti-
tude will make thetti less hiable to commit
crime. " But we eati very well remender when
it was fondly boped by many that une genera-
tien of uni\ ersal publie scisool education would
reduce the criminal population to a compara-
tively small minimum. That stas too sanguine
an anticipation. But the practical question-
and it is onte of tremeîtdous intiportance--is,
Are tise public sehuols deoing al] tat tbey
are capable of doing, or tbat inay fairly bu
expected of theti, in tbe way of training and
developing tise mtoral nature of the average
pupil? ITow many minutes of the day. or
heurs of the week, are givcn to tise effective
training of tbis part cf tbe nature, by leading
thse pupil te distinguisb between right and
wrong, te reflect on tise nature and conse-

<luences of the moral <jualify iii actions-ini a
word, to) seeking by thse judicieus use (tf means
to develop tisat moral thoughtfulness wbicb.
Arnold cf Rugby deeined se essential a part of
educatien !Ouglit not this to bu the very first
instead of being the last attd least considera-
tien in tise scbools ? We know tise standard
objection and admit its force, but at tise saine
time are firmly convincesd that a iost salutary
ceurse of mord i traintng is quite possible with-
eut trencising upon tise dortains cf either dog-
matic tiseology er sectarian creed.

Tise Cbinese Restriction Act passed during
the Iast session of Congress required tbat
witbin ene year from the fifth cf laat May al
Chinese labourers in tbe United States sbeuld
take ont registraticît papers and furnisb photo-
grapbs cf tbemsgelves for tise pîtrpose cf identi-
fication. Coosiderabiy more tisan isaîf cf the
allotted tinie bas 110W passed, and we are told
titat outt of 107,475 Chinese iii thse Uunited
States to wboni thse law applies jstst five have
re-'istered. Tbis amusingr failure cf the law to
uperate is itet dite tu the negiect cf the usual
steps to miake it effective. Thc Internal
Rtevenue office prepared formis cf applica-
tion and issntetl its instructions; and warnings
it the Ciitese language. "Wbat are vou
gî<tog t(< do about it '"we caît imoagitne the
107,470 who bave refused to registet, asking
witii native sinsplicity in tîte peculiar vernacu-
lar of the country. The question is a isard onu.
The law provides tisat those whe neglect or
refuse ta coniply witb ifs requirements shaîl
bu sent back te Cinita. But, according te a
New York papur before us, te carry out
tisis provision weuid cest over ten tiillions cf
dollars and the appropriation for tise enforce-
ntent of tise Bill la only $50,000. Tbe stery
contains several useful nieraIs, but tbese may
be left for tbe reader to discover.

Frenclin-ien are rather givett te extremes.
Presetit appearances seem te indicate that,
liaving gene a few years ago loto the "hbood-
ling " business in connection with tise Panama
Canal project, Count de Lesseps and his
friends bave distanced aIl cetupetitors iii tise
nmagnitude and boldness cf tbeir ol)erations.
There cati be little doubt titat sbouid the de-
termitsed efforts which are being put fortît to
defeat the euquiry ordered by the Asseibly
fail, the iet asteuniditsg revelatiens villi bu
made. Not only Senators, Deputies, tise press,
and ititt prominent in varions departments of
public andî private life, but even tise clergy
appear ti have been drawn irte tise foul mael-
strom, If M-o. Brissonsý charges ho substatîti-
ated and it be shown tisat speculation in Pan-
ama shares went uts at the Vatican, andi tisat
the clergy iu France get bieavy commissions
for advisiut tise menîbers (if their flocks t<

invest lu Panamsa bonds, tise saddest phase cf
tise wthole disgraceful affair wiil be tise part
played by those whso sheuld bu tbe forent
guardiaits cf tise peuple'. iosorals. No wonder
tisat tise French are se largely a tation cf
scepties if .uch bie tite type <f tise rupresenta-
tives cf religioni.

THE NEW ADMINISTRATION AND ITS
OPPORTUNITIES.

Sir Johno Tlsompscn bas at lcîtgth coits-
pdeted bis Cabintet. The fortuites of Canada
are now, and for arsght tîsat at primenst appears
are likely te bus for sorte years fo dense, iii tise
bantds of a new Administration. Tîte newness
cotîsists, it is truc, mtore in tise readjustment
of old than itt the introduction cf fress ina-
terial, tbougis a itot iticonsiderable proportien
(if tIse latter is incorperated by tise appoint-
ment cf Messrs. Daiy, Anîgers, and Ives to
Cabintet offices andi cf Messrs. Wasllace atsd
Wood to the newly-consgtitn-ted cenîptroller-
ships, and of Mr. Curran ta tise nuw position
of Solicitýor-General. As tise tires gentlemen
Iast namned are ntt te bu iembers of ,the
Privy Council, they mîay bue ieft out cf tise lîst

of those who will be held iimmiediatelY resP0ow
sible for the acts of the Goverfiment No0 js

recod o eiter f th thng the
there, so far as we are aware, alyny r
previous rcrofeteoftethree gente
nmen who now take Cabinet rank for the fo
tinte, to indlicate that their presence atth

Counceil table will înaterially affect theCor
or policy of the Administration, at for
the presenit. Mr. Daly has, of course,
somne weeks had the portfolio of Minister of tl

Initerior, but as hie has hadl as yet littie opPor,

tunity for otaking bis influence feit, be ""'Yb
counted as, iii efect, one of the flew Minisee

The only change of special imtportace0

far as the conistitution of the niew Gcvetflmeui

ta concerned, is the appointment for the rs

tiiine of an incumibent for the office of MlOi8ter
of Trade andi Commerce, created so30 6Ys
silice at the instance of the late Sir Jh
Macdonald. Considerable interest WVl" et

tacb to the working of this departnet

Its sphere is not as yet very cleftrlyde

fined. What will bu its relations t othr
departinents ;wb1at part of their dutie «1

be assigned to it ;especially what hg
be the division of labour and responlbtl
ity between it and the Department of Fina'
remains to be seen. But in alrnost MOY ev0ý

it is evident that the new Minister A~l l asutu

serious responsihilities in inatturs of adItiîtir
tration very closely related to the prosP'erit!

of the country. Mr. Bowell la knowfl aq&

industrious and unergetic worker. We 5 relt

aware that lie lias hitherto besen consle~~
for mental breadth or originality as >Sll"wo
ability to forecast the future and devise0gg
measures suitefi to new occasions aîtd e

oies. Perhaps hie has not hefore lîad the op'
portunity te show wbat ho can do in this *al,

0f the otber chianges it is unnecessary se
iii particular. TUhe duty of the ne'o fie

wtll bu to execute rather than to plan- 0

arrangement adds, it is truc, to the nunibe1r

oflicers and to the expense of an Adliflnitl*

tien wltich was alrcady alinost absurdly dar

and expensive, in view of the wealth

Population of the Dotminion. It is well kD0ow
that the numiber (f Miniisters was at thse.r
made tttuch larger tlIan the actual nece85'tet>O
tbe w ork seented to require, in order to nOh
far as possible, the situation cresated by

great 'excess of expectant statesiiien il th for
forent Provinces over thse actual dellian rt
Cabinet Ministers. Perhaps it is nOt w'>
while to enquiro too curiousiy whether tisutS
arrangement miay have had its origin il
somewbat simiilar practical difficulty. erp'

Tbe bead and front of the new Gev
ment is the Premier. It is net perhaP5 eW

hitely necessary to the working of o0cr oe,

that the First Miinistur should tower i1
lect and fce of character above all bis s

diates, as tise history of thse Goî.errntlent

tbe death of Sir Jolhn Macdonald shows- tho
it is at least characteristie of the sYseCnià
iii thse position of Premier a ni of DIRr'

sul)eriurity may become, and alniost de~ X~

toi- of course des bcomne the alntOt abs0l"~

ruler of tbe country for tbe time bcing- 01
ot disparagentent of Sir Joln, Tho"'PCtd
associates, it may pretty safely be P'dtbje
that such wîll bu the state of affaira under'
regime. Ris capacity for rulîng has « b

been pretty clearly demonstrated, event
<tut the aid of the opportunity and P
whilh the premniersbip afferds. It iý ther e
scarcely an exaggeration to say that tIhe
of Canada for yeara to corne, possibly t
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