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SOME Of the facts elicited in connetion witb the Tobique tragedy in

New Brunswick are of a nature ta campel fnrther consideration of tbe
vexed question of riparian rigbts. The dweller on tbe banks of a stream

or lake is generally disposed te believe that lie bas a natural right to take

flsb from its waters fer bis own use, and that any law or regulation

forbidding bim te do so, is unjust and tyrannical. In the Tobique case it

appears that one of the parties who was driven from the stream by the

husband of tbe murdered woman, and who is cbarged with being a party

ta the niurder, was in actual destitution, and greatly needed the fish lie

was prevented tram taking ta satisfy the bunger of those dependent upon

hini for support. 0f course net even this can justity, or even greatly

palliate the cruel and cowardly murder, but it niay and should direct

Public attention ta the question wlietber the leasing of streams and

nlatural fisb ponds, on sncb ternis as ta prevent the dweller on their banks

frain taking a fish even to satisfy his hunger, is consistent with natural

.J4stice. It is evidently net even on a parallel with the game-laws wbicb

Create so much bad blood in the Mother Country, inasmuch as the game

Preserves are made and stocked at the expense of the awner, while the

fîshes and the streams aze, as a mile, placed there by tbe band of Nature.

IT is doubtful if anything in the past history et even spread-eagle eoe-

qaence can quite equal some of the gems with whicb the ears of the members

Of the United States Congress are being now regaled. Sucli specimens as

the following, from the speech of Congressinan Wilson, of Minnesota, may

ho cullod iii profusion ta decorate some future portrait et the Bonibastes

* Iuriaso of American party politics "IlShould the Quieen of England and

tho Emprees of India, fergetting the lessons ta hier ancestors in the past,

Oiaor discbarge at us one untriendly gun from one of lier war slips, I

predict that the eclie wbicb it would awaken would nat cease ta reverbe-

* rate bofore Grover Cleveland, President of the greateat Republic on earth,

lVould salute Chiarles Stewart Parnell as the president of the youngest

ý'ePublic on earth." In the meantime it is reassuring ta observe that the

sure reactian is already beginning te set in. Thel sterling good sense and

'igbt feeling et the'large and influential classes wba represent the solid

"?eight and wortb of the great Republic, thougli, unhappiiy, they stand too

1mucli aside tram the management of its politieal affairs, are beginning te

'118ke themselves foît. The sound judgment and justice ta bie expected tram

th08 0 wbam we prefer ta regard as representatives of the real American

[ People, are well exhibited ina recent letter te the Springfield 1?epublican.

Thei writer, "1G. S. M." reviewing the situation witli conspicuous ability

k n fairness, points out that the difference witb Canada is one of "long
etanding,"~ Ilinvolving no clear question of absolute riglit and wrong, toucli-

"l'g financial interests wbich are small at the best, in no way a flagrant or

'ulaPerative issue, and in every respect a subject for peacetul and friendly

%du3ran tbat "4the treaty, warmly recommended hy the President

n4Tder whose authority it liad been concluded, was rejected by the Repub-

lican1 Senate in a bitterly partisan temper, and witb an accompaniment of

,PrePosterous bluster ta the effect that this was not a case for negatiation ;

'ndthat tbe President's message, embodied in the Retaliation Bill which

kr5just passed the Huse, Ilis a proposal to interject a linge vindictive
retaliation into the peaceful discussion of a trivial quarre1 ." This is an

841iirable summary of the wbole case, divested of partisan rant and

Patriotic "lbluff." IlG. S. M." proceeds to pay a compliment ta the modera-

~OI0f the Canadian and Engiisb press, whicli we are giad ta, tbink is on

the 'who, barring the bluster of the London Standard, and of an occasional

inoamongst ourselves, deserved. Canadians and Englishmen are able

ktO liston ta the abuse which is being heaped upon tliem with equanimity,

beason the one band, tliey are canscious that it i8 undeserved,

%11 that they want nothing but their riglits, and on the other, they

lk that the Congressional oratars are not voicing the sentiments of

the leal American people. While willing at any moment ta re-discuss the

whle question on its merits, tbey can, in the meantime, possess their saule
Patience, feeling assured that exhortations of sucli genuine patriots as

the nîter quoted will sooner or later flnd a respanse in the mind and heart
of OereY true Amenican. Il'Let the people, by their own voices, disown the

beawî5 and throats of the politicians. Let tbem speak out for peace, for

ehriteation, for good neigbbourliaod among nations. Let themn show that
trY4teAmerican people lias a conscience!

TIM testimony taken before the Congressional Committee on Immigra-
tya,1,New York, revealed the tact that the contract labour laws of the

""tdStates have been violatod and evaded ta a very great extent, if

Il 1d they have not been practically a dead loUter. The evidenco thus
ar e.thered in Boston confirmns this"view. The moat important part of
th5 r6lated ta the fishermen, 'whose riglitf and wrongs are just now looming

so large before the eyes of President and Congress. An almost comical

turn is given to the great agitation by the discovery that about three-

fourths of the men wlio have been so abused and oppressed by Canada,

and in whose behaif sucli depths of national sentiment have been stirred in

the breasts of Congressional patriots, are Canadians. The vessels may bie

owned by Americans, but captains an d crews are drawn mainly trom the

Maritime Provinices, whence they corne to man the tishing fleets at the

opening of the season, and whither they return to rejoin their families and

friends at its close. It is true, of course, that the irony of the situation is

double.edged and cuts both ways. While American orators are fulminating

over Retaliation Bis devised to avenge the injuries thus inllicted by

Canadians upon Canadians, the Canadian Governument is, on its part, going

to niuch trouble and expense in framing laws and equipping cruisers for

the protection of their fi4heries frorn the ravages of Canadian fishiermen.

These tacts are but additional illustrations of the close connection that

exists between the commerce and industries of the two countries. They

set in a clear light the consumniate folly of the threatened non-intercourse

between neighbours whose interests are se closely interwoven. The matter,

however, with which the Cemmittee in question is more immediately con-

cerned is the extreme difficulty of shutting out undesirable immigrants

without at the samne time excluding those wbose coming is in every way

desirable. llow great this difficulty is seen to be appears in the heroic

character of some of the measures proposed. Amongst these are an immi-

gration tax of one hundred dollars per head, a notice by the immigrant of

bis intention to, become an American citizen, to be given six months in

advance of bis leaving his native country, etc. The most feasible scbeme

yet suggested is probably that of Chairman Ford, who would apply an

educational test by requiring the intending immigrant to app]y in bie own

handwriting, but it is questionable whether even this would not be found

on trial wholly impracticable. ___

1T is gratifying to learn that the experience of the first five weeks of

actual use of the great telescope in the IlLick " observatery have been the

reverse of disappeinting. An interesting report lias been published by

Professor ilolden, the Director, which is not only full of pronmise for the

future, but even chronicles some important results already attained.

Special attention bas thus f ar been directed to the moon and to the planet

Mars. A number of Il exquisite " pictures of the moon's surface have

already been secured. These, when enlarged, as they are to be ultimately

enlarged by means of apparatus in the observatory, will give the moon e

craters on a scale of twenty.five to thirtyfive, and even of fifty or more,
inches to the diameter. IlThese ouglit," says Professer Ilolden, "lta pre-

sent really important testimony in regard to the vexed questions of change

on the moon's surface, and as to whetlier or no we have te regard the sut-

face of aur satellite as simply dead ; since life is nothinig but change."

The Professor speaks with scientific caution, but one can scarcely refrain

from gathering an impression f rom the tone ef bis remarks, and of a quota-

tion which lie approvingly makes fromn a work of Maedler's, that lie is by
no means assured that the prevalent impression as to the deadness ot the

moan, or even as to the absence of animal and intelligent lite from its sur-

face, is s0 well-founded as generally supposed. The chie f points of interest
recorded in regard ta the observations of Mars tend to disprove the recent

announcements of Professor Schiaparelli, of Milan, with regard te, the

reduplication of the so-called "lcanais," and et M. Perretin, of Paris, with

regard te the disappearance of the "lContinent " Libya. The testimony of

the great telescepe seems te refute both these alleged discoveries, sliowing
the "lCanal " lines as single broad streaks of dumky marking, and the tri-
angular "Continent" Libya in its accustomed place on the surface of our

neiglibour planet. Furtlier reports tromn Professor Holden will be awaited

with interest.

AN influential movement, headed by the Primate of England, and Lord

Carnarvon, and liaving for its object the daily opening of the churches of

the Establishment in towns and cities for the free ingrese of ail who Mnay
choose ta enter, is in progress, and, notwitlistanding considerable opposi-
tion, is likely ta succeed. To many it bas long been a wonder that the

Protestant churches of ail denominations, bath in England and America, do

not follow the example of the Catholic churches of the Continent in this
respect. Travellers in Europe tell us that one af the most impressive

thinga about Conjýinental churches is the absolute freedom of ingress and

egress which they offer to ail comers, a treedom which is perpetually used
and prized, especially by the poor. Lord Carnarvon argues with force that
41'passers-by flnd mental and physical rest in witlidrawing from, the stress

of the streets into the quietude of a churcli, and, being there, are drawn
on by the associations of the place ta devotional ineditatian." The Z'ime,

carries the argument further by pointing out that the wayfarer May be
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