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Public Scbools. Parents are not only exhorted, but even Ilcharged by al

the authomity " tho prelates possess, to "9defend their cbildren, during the

whole pemiod of infancy and boyhood, from the dangers of a memuly secular

education."____

Sa far ail is plain. The Roman Cathalic Hierarchy not anly warn

thuir people against patronizing the secular schools, but unjain upon tbem.

ta ustablish schools puculiar ta themselves, Iltruly Catholic and Cbristian,"

and Ilby no means inferior ta the Public Sehools," and ta sund thuir chl-

dren, undur ardinary circnmstances, anly ta thuse schools. And just liere

the crucial question emerges. IlIn a z-epublic," saysi the Clbristian Union,

Ilthe majority are bonnd ta respect the sentiments of the xninority ; espe-

cially whun it is sa large a minority as are tbe Roman Catholic popula-

tions of the United States." Have tIen the Protestant majority any riglit

ta compel the Roman Catholic minority ta pay taxes for the support of

schools ta whicb. they cannat canscientiously send tbeir chilâren ta bu

educated, ta say nothing of requiring tbem ta put their chuldren into tliem 1

Ta the first question the answer given is, that bacbelors, spinsters, chîild-

less couples, etc., inigit, urge tIe same abjection ta tax-paying, and that

Ilthe giat of the wbole matter lies in the answer to tbe question, whetber

a system of public schools fosters the material and moral interests of a

country." Tbe answem is, it may be admitted, hardly conclusive ta a

Pratestant, and must bu very unsatisfactory ta a Roman Catbolic mind.

The parallelism suggested is incomplete, as the Roman Catholic parents

are, by bypothesis, bound aiea ta provide sdhools for the education of their

awn children. The devant Oatholic might well contend too, that these

religionBsachools foster, still better than tbe secular, the material and moral

interests of the country. The answer quated is, bowever, that of the con-

tributor. Tbe Editor fumniehes ane entirely different, and one which, if

correct, setties the question. Hoe cantends that as a inatter of fact, the

hostility ta the public scbools is nat tbat of tIe Roman Catholic laity, but

that of the prulates only ; that tbe decrees are the expression, not of

American Roman Cathalicism, but of Italian Ecclesiasticism ; that the

Amemican Roman Cathollo parent, as a mule, prefers tho public ta the

parochiai school ; that more than once the laity have, in the face of clerical

persuasions, and even absolute commands, voted ta sustain the public

sehools ; and that to-day, in New York City and Brooklyn, a majority of

the Roman Catbolic children are ta be found in the public scboals. If tIe

fact be so, the conclusion jsecar and irresistible.

As the date fixed for the Republican Convention draws near the uncer-

tainty in respect ta the nomince of the party seems ta increase mather than

diminish. For a long finie it seemed almost certain that the Blainites

would carry their point and secure the renomination of the defcated leader

of the last campaign, in spite of bis Florence lutter. His subsequent decla-

rations seem, howuver, ta inake it almost as certain as words can do that

Mr. Blaine was sinceme iii bis announced mesolve nlot ta bu again a candi-

date. Froîn tbe fact that comparatively few delegates of the pamty have

been positivuly instrncted ta vote for him, and the furtber fact tbat many

are declaming that bis nomination would be tbe sure precursor of defeat, it

is now becoming probable that he may be taken at bis word. Tbe othur

candidates are nnmerous, and thecdhoice between tbem full of uncertainty.

It is indeed quite possible that the result of the Convention may be a

surprise, as bias sometimes happened before, and that, ta use a favourite

mutaplior of the politicians, some Ildark horse " mnay win. Sa far, liowever,

as themu are grounds for any opinion, in the least butter than a guess, the

chances seem ta be divided between three, Depew, Sherman, Gresham, and

in that order. It is not unlikuly that many of the more discerning of the

party may have concluded pxivately that it matters little so far as the issue

of the inipending contest is concerned whicb is dbosen, as the Democrats

with their ana strang candidate are sure ta win. But of course it would

neyer do ta lut the victory go by defauît, and in view of the future, the

party must make the best selection, and the best figbt possible.

Il T i8 an unpleasant reflection that what is sometimes turmed the mis-

carriage of justice is not unfreqnently the triumphi of law." Sncb is the

suggestive memamk witb which Judgu Bamrett begins an inturesting article

in the May Foruni on "lMiscarriagus of Justice." We are not sure that

bis reasaninge 'will satisfy the ardinary lay mind that it is wbolly unruason-

able ta muquiru of the judicial macbinery, if not "lthe absolute rigliting of

wrangs," and the "1ideal punisbment of crime," at least sudb approacli ta

it that mure lugal tedlinicalities should not bu permittud ini cases of "lspecial

atrocity," and indisputablu evidence, ta Ilabstmuot tIe sword of justice."

J udge Barrutt shows tbat in the United Stateý law is cbeap, and, the bigler

courts accessible to ail. The long and vexatious delays so mucli complained

of are, he contends, the resuit not sa mucb of blocked calendars as of the

aperation of the raie that wliere, as usaally happens, several briefs are

held by a great advocate, and two or more of the causes are on the calendar,

those at which, he cannot be prosent are held over subject ta lis engage-

muent. Judge Barrett advocates doing away witb the rule and giving the

struggling barristers a chance, but lias been unable to get any of bis

brethren who are in active practice ta agree witli him. The idea that

inferiority in judges resuits from the elective system is hardly, lie thinkg,

borne out by experience. The people have just as good judges as tliey are

willing to pay for. They want dlieap judges and tliey get them. If the

people want the best, they must pay for it. Tenure lie regards as a mfucli

more important factor. Life tenure is îiot, lie thinks, in entire accord witli

the spirit of republican institutions. The most upright judge May stand

in need too, of a certain kind of corrective discipine, which is given bY

the consciousness that the time is caming wben tlie people will reqflire an

account of bis stewardsbip, and the shaking up consequent upon the Pero"

dical contact, at long intervals, witb the people. A system under whicli

the judge Ilsums up," for or against a prisonpr would not be tolerated inI

the States, but the jury sliould be able ta look ta tlie judge for impartial

guidance, in niatters of law, relevancy, etc. The most radical innovation

approved by tbe article is a constitutional amendinent, making a vote Of

nine jurors, when approved by the court, equivalent ta unanirnity. Il Weak

and ignorant juries are apt enougli ta agree," but the more intelligent

and conscientious the twelve mon, tlie î,,rr rare the chance of absolut'

unanimity.

IMPERIAL FEDERA 770.

TnF gentle admonition given by Lord Lansdowne ta the Imperial Federatiofl

agitators was most timely, and wiLl doubtless have tbe desired effect. The

rebuke could have been administered by no one so effectively as by hiol. A

moderate Conservative him'gelf, and r.apresenting a decidedly Tory Govern-

ment bath in England and Canada, bis condeinnation cornes with a force

that cannot be witbstood. Ris lordship bas a remarkable power of neat

and clear expression, and bis sound Judgment and common seuse eminenlY

fitted bim for the office wbich hie bas given up, and that whidh lie is about to

611l. is successor will have difficulty in rivalling bis five years, adffliniS

tratiôn in this country without a fanit.

The late Imperial Federation meeting in Toronto was excusable. It

was large, representative, and enthusiastie, and gave the lie ta tbe assertioe

that the people of Ontaria wonld consent ta Commercial Union with the

States. But to go furtber-to ask Great Britain ta puril lier world-wide

commerce, which alone enables lier ta find food for ber people, wOuld be

an act of folly. Erigliali protectionists forai a mere handful of the poPU*

lation. No politician known ta famie--great land 1101(er or Tory dyedifl

the wool-would propose ta levy prefereutial (Inties for the benefit Of the

colonies. Yet sncb preference is universally allcged by its advocates te

bu a condition precedent ta Iiip,5rial Fedoration. These gentlemene Pro'

bably, do nat see the dilemina in wbidh they place theýmïelves. Tt is clear

that if Conservatives allege that Canad.4 cannot prosper witbont a prfer,

unce in British markets, and cannot get it, they give an opening for the

Commercial IJnionists.
If ail civilized peoples were ta become free traders, the main ifol

ties in the way af Imperial Federation would disappear. But that en

is apparently far off. During forty years of freedom frow custoins Britaîn

bas not made a single -onvert. Tue fact is not crelitable ta the intelli'

gence of tbe race, but it exists. There may be a change3 soonur than aftY

one now anticipates. But who can foreteil other changes wbicb inay ariOO

ta render Britain less an Imperial power than she is at present. An

aristocracy is al ways ready for foreigni war ; it d iverts attention fr0111b

affairs ; tbe commercial middle classes favour an Imperial policy ta oxted

their tradu ; but who shall predict wliat tlie prolotariat-fast becomIî1gt

rulurs of Britain-will inake of the colonial empire ? Tbe British V/Or1

ing man is not a coward, lie bas won ail England's batties of th, 1ast four

hundred years. And lie is not sparing of bis cash for a wortY bY ë

But a long and expensive war against a European combinatiofi, StopP$

of food supplies, and af foreign demand for manufactures, miglt 1 îk

the British wage-earnur anxious ta escape from complications arisiflg fro!1 '

a widely scattered confederation of states. Tt is aiea, possible thaý st'

Canada's fivu millions bave becomu fifty, and Australia's three have risCt

thirty millions, they may be unwilling ta involve themsulves in EtîraPear

quarruls. ~jfgisbed
On the othur band the growth of papular government as itnt

from monarchical will unquestianably cause wars ta be legs frequert.
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