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ENTERPRISE IN INSURANCE.

There can be no doubt of the popularity
of insurance in Michigan. At one time a
bazar at Grand Rapids advertised that it
would give away an accident policy with
all purchases to a certain amount; some
time after a Lansing clothier made a simi-
lar present to every purchaser of a pair
of suspenders, while a Jackson firm offered
to pay $100 to the relatives of any person
fcund dead and wearing one of its make
of corsets.  The latest Michigan combina-
tion of commerce and insurance is that
furnished by the Industrial Benefit Asso-
ciation, of Detroit, an organization origin-
ally of thirty-one merchants, but now com-
prising a much larger number. A cus-
tomer of any one of these merchants, on
payment of $1 becomes insured in a sick and
death benefit fund for one year. No sick
benefit is paid for the first ninety days:
after that time, in case of temporary total
disability an indemnity is paid equal to
ore-half the amount of the person’s cash
trcde with the merchants in the associa-
tion, such amount not to exceed $5 per
week or $20 in all. The indemnity for
permanent total disability is fixed, for the
first year, at an amount equal to the sum
of the customer's cash trade with all the
members of the association from the time
o1 the payment of his entrance fee; in sub-
sequent years the indemnity is to be equal
to the amount of the customer’s cash trade
for the preceding year. The death indem-
nity is the same as that for permanent
total disability.

All these schemes have been suppressed
cne by one by the department, except the
last and most ambitious, which is organized
under the Michigan law for benevoleat
associations, and has filed articles of in-
corporation with the county clerk. The
department will probably refuse to recog-
nize the legality of the corporation’s exist-
ence, but in any case it is not likely to live
long. The opportunities for fraud, the
cost and the extra labor involved, will be
found to outweigh any profit in the way of
ircreased cash trade.  Still the experi-
ment is interesting, as showing that in-
surance is being more and more regarded,
as it should be, as one of the necessities
of life.—Investigator.

DOMESTIC SERVANTS.

In an article on domestic servants in the
Old Country, the Glasgow Herald dis-
cusses social conditions and the changes
which have drawn many women away from
the field of domestic service, so that it is
not now easy to procure good servants.
“The trouble is a very real one, and relief
in any form will be welcome. What, then,
do they say to a substitute for the female
domestic whom they either cannot obtain,
or having obtained, find quite unsuitable
fo- their purpose? The substitute for the
‘general’ that has been tried both in Amer-
ica and in London and found to serve re-
markably well, is not a patent mechanica!
invention. It is—a Boy! And why not?

The Chiinaman and the Kaffir have long -

been shown to possess splendid talent for
all departments of household work. Given
the necessary training, why not the average
British boy? The superintendent of one of
the Boys’ Homes in London has al-
ready developed a large business in this
way. He supplies boys for domestic ser-
vice—willing and able to perform all the
duties of a ‘general’—either for fuil em-
ployment or for two or three hours’ work
per day. The system, it would seem, is
so far giving great satisfaction where it has
been tried, for, according to the superin-
ter dent, ‘ladies come here in flocks, and
take my boys as fast as I can supply them.
Here, then, is a hint for Mr. Quarrier_and
others engaged in similar work, who must
pass through their hands every year the
raw material for many exceilent household
helps. It would be an interesting outcome
of the present invasion by women of what
has hitherto been considered men’s sphere

' if the men were to turn the tables and set
" about poaching seriously on such a close
' female preserve as that of domestic
I service.”

CHRISTMAS IN SCOTLAND.

A private letter, written from Edinburgh
about Christmas time, referred to the
change that has come over many house-
holds in Scotland in the greater observance
of Christmas Day as a Christian festival.
We find the same thing mentioned in the
Glasgow Herald of Dec. 27th, which adds
that a great increase is noticeable in the
use of Christmas cards in Scotland. In
all the large cities of North Britain and
in many smaller places the pressure upon
the postoffice service was enormous on
Christmas eve: Christmas cards, Christmas
letters, and above all, parcels, being in un-
precedented quantity. In Edinburgh the
postoffice staff, which had to be enlarged,
delivered 51,000 parcels in six days; and in
Glasgow, where an extra staff was em-
ployed. the number delivered on Christ-
mas Day was 19,737. Telegrams to the
Herald from 75 towns and villages spoke
almost invariably of the religious observ-
ance of the day. and of the activity of the
postoffice. It was also observable that in
the afternoon of the day out-door recrea-
tion was actively in vogue. The morning
was cold; and here and there, from Inver-
ness to Moffat, the curlers were out early,
playing for bags of meal or barrels of flour
for the poor of the parish. In the after-
noon the golfers were “at it.” In the
evening there were concerts or supper-
soirees for the poor, and musical services.
There were even carol services in Presby-
terian churches.,

PAY UP.

Now is the time when all owing small
accounts at the stores should make it a
point to call and settle up. The mercharts
do not get their goods for nothing, they
are not doing business for the love of it,
and when they are kind enough to oblige
a friend by giving them his goods, that
person should make it a point to pay for all
the goods that he got, not wait until he is
dunned, and dunned, and dunned, then to
pay the account, give impertinence, and say
mean things. The individual that will do
that will do worse only for the law. Some
people get credit, and when repeatedly
asked for the amount say, “Just get it when
you can, now that you are in such a hurry:
have only had your goods ten or eleven
mcnths,” and they act as if the merchant
does not keep books or know all about
the transaction. How they promised on
the honor of a man to pay at such a time,
and that time has long gone past and no
pay. proving beyond any doubt that their
word was no good. We wish to inform
all such persons that the merchant from
whom they got their goods knows all
about them, points them out on the street,
saying, “There goes a man that owes me
so much, promised to pay, but did not;
he is a dead beat.” The merchant and
everybody else knows them. Did you
ever thing of that, Mr. Debtor? If not,
just think of it now and rush and pay up
every cent you owe and be a free man.—
Ilallaceburg News, Jan. §.

COMPRESSED FLOUR.

The British admirality and the war de-
partment are testing, under various clim-
atic conditions, the new method for pre-
serving flour. One objection to the estab-
lishment of national granaries has been the
difficulty of storing grain for any length
of time. The grain germinates and is
rvined, and to keep large quantities in
sound condition has been pronounced im-
practicable. Experiments are being made
with a system of compression into bricks
by hydraulic pressure. The trials show
that the flour so treated is not affected by

damp, even under unfavorable conditions
and is free from mould. The compressio?
destroys all forms of larval life, and the
flour is thus rendered safe from the attacks
of the insects. The saving in storage !
erormous, as the cubic space occupi€
one hundred pounds of loose flour will hold
more than three hundred pounds of the
compressed article.
)

BURGLAR-PROOF SHUTTERS.

A new German safety shutter, which 1*
invulnerable to burglars, is made on thg
principle of the roller shutter, the stﬂps
of iron and wood being replaced by tl.lbeh
of hardened steel three-quarters of an '“CQ
in diameter, placed over rods or on p1v0t~é
The sides, the only vulnerable points, 2
hidden in grooves. and, as the tubes rin
volve freely, the burglar’s tools can obta p
ro purchase upon them, thus rende!’t‘)‘l'c
strong rooms. etc., absolutely inaccessiV
Theatre curtains constructed on the Sah
plan would also prove invaluable for
preservation of life in case of fire.

—It may be remembered that when t{:z
gigantic manufacturers’ building of tu-
Chicago World’s Fair was burned, in Jan
ary. 1804, it still contained a quantity o4
exhibits. Some of these exhibits beI‘O“fgc_
to France, and some to French mant acd
tuters or merchants.  Suit was ente;n
on their behalf for the amount of 10553 cal
last week Judge Grosscup, in the I'€ €
Court, ordered a judgment eﬂt?"e? v0
$57,600, the full amount claimed, 1 anc
of the French Republic and the Fre o
exhibitors.  The court two mo.nthscom'
held that the Columbian Exposition
pany, the.local corporation conductm%ﬁth_
fair, was liable for the damage. € "the
held the entry of judgment until dual
amount of insurance paid the mdmtiﬂg
exhibitors could be ascertained, Sti for
that when this was known a judgme?
the balance would be directed.

-oned
—Co-operation.—* The old - fash‘onar'
father believed in the co-operation (I) Was
ent and teacher.” “Yes; when whi”
whipped at school my father al"‘!‘aySDetroit
ped me again when I got home. —
Free Press. .
C
—With proud and unaltered Con?f,;%ia
in the eastern districts of British Oings:
as a mining region, the Kootenaial $
Kootenay was Kootenay
When Yukon was a pup,
And Kootenay will be Kootena

‘When Yukon's bustedi[:_/
_"’/
Commercial.
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Datry Propuce.—There is nothing
to chronicle in the butter trade. cy
quiet and there is a marked tenden .
cumulate, especially in large dairy 1% 5
tubs are not coming forward freely: g5 are .
continues in fair supply an prlcree quify
quoted last week. There is little mot ther® -
for cheese in the local trade"rtt.l‘:a g8 sit“"
nothing new in export markets ks of the 2y
tion is a little brigh‘t]er, algd itsogr: , 'if’
eggs are getting light. Pric ragé
pickled quoted 14 to 14%c.; co%t::?tl:'gfresb
weak and prices run very low.
eggs are worth 18c. per dozen.

GRAIN.—The local wheat ma’!‘;v
tuated during the week under fe‘”ro P'P
closed slightly easy. Iiuro[:wi}ﬂf ¢ torys
have been reported more Satis al:i o co
American acreage increased, ¥ "a who
has been maintained, so that azgidered
next crop situation has beedl fcg: urope 3° ;4
favorable. But the wants O xt CroPr .
the near future and not for n‘:ed the SP°
hence taese conditions have eﬂ'echeat' of whi
lative markets rather than casB ¥
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