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the. frelght car-ryingts of thie R.M.P.C., especially on the
nortii-bound passage during the. slackness of tiie sugar
season, anid the. fact tiiat the freight rates of thus company
have been controlled by thi. goverment, and the. company
has not been free, tiierefore, to take advantage of the. greatly
increased rates during the. war and since, and 8154> owing to
the. great lflcrense lin the prie of cool, as well as ship corn-
inodities, the. company bas made application for an increase
lin frelgiit rates, whiehii l now being conaidered by the. depart-
ment of trade and commerce, as aiso by the. St. John and
Halifax boards of trade.»

Thirty-five cargo vessels aiready have been completed
an r iling the. ensigu of the. Canadian government mer-

chant marine in the. seven seas. Tii. siiipbuiling programme
of the government contemplates the. construction of eixty-
tiiree vessels in ail1, with an aggregate tonnage cf 376,725,
and at a total cost of $72,332,940. The, completed vessels
are now belng op)erated in conjunction with the. Canadian
National Rallways.

Arrangemnents now are belng made with the. liquidator
of the. Dominion Siiipbuilding Co., of Toronto, for the. cern-
pletion of the. two 3,500-ton aiuips wih that corporation
iiad under coxtract; about tiiree-quarters of the. worc had

feared that a heavy loss might b. incurred if such a gii
ante. were to be made. The. marketing o! wiieat and 1
price obtained is of such great importance te thia ceun
tiiot the. question is being consideredi fromi every angle, lic
ever.

During the pat f ew days, however, the. wiieat quest,
has, been eclipsed by public interest in sugar. On Octol
13 the, Board cf Commerce issued an order fixing tihe ret
price of granulatcd sugar at not more tiion 21 cents ]
pound, plus freigiit, and prohibited imports of reflned sug
This order virtually maintalned the, price in the face of
falling market and was met wltii loud protesta. After
iiearing of the. case on Octoiier 20 the. government siispenc
the. order.
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