
484. THFe NONPE.ARY TrIMES

wvth the question of rendering still more efficient than
is the case at present the methods etnployed for i-
proving navigation by means of lighf s and buoys. Bath
these papers, tbougb freating primarily the one of tlhe
îugged coast-line of Scotland, and the other of fthc
Frrench shore, should be of interest to Canadians iii
view of the applicability of some of fheir data to the St,
Lawrence river, and of the vast importance f0 our
whole counfry, sîgnified i a fborougb, widespread
recognitions of the absolute safety of tbis route; a con-
dition, which, if is needless ta say, is far froni prevail-
ing yet. The St. Lawrence route is to some extent a
"dog with a bad name," sa that every hf tie calainîty for
which if is partially or wholly responsible is Hiable f0 be
ir.-ignified. This daes not mean, however, that ifs safe-
guards ta navigation cannot be improved; they can and
should be; the above is only another way of stafing
that no possible impravement or additional safeguard
shc nId be delayed a day longer than necessary.

One mosf striking point to be noted in bath the
î>apers referred to is fhe increased power of the lights
mc~d now-a-days f0 guide niariners. For instance, Mr.
1). Stevenson, the author of one, stafes that twenfy-five
years ago, the most powerful signal on the Scotch caast
ss as (if 44,5oo candle-power. At the present tinîc, lights of
c\-cir 100,000 candIle-power are quife cummon, and the
abov,%e-namedl atfhority gives one example of an electric
light equal f0 3,000,000 candle-power. As a general
rulde , however, flic electric light does not appear ta be
favored by navigators. Bairon) Quinette (le Rochemond,
the reader of the paper on the experience of France
in the maffer of lights, stated that some of the signaIs
tise< off that coast were visible a distance of forty miles
on the darkest nighf. Some very good results have

benohtainedl in that country by means of incandescent
buners consuming compressed gas and petroleuin
vaj>or, b)ut mod(ern imiprovemnents are noted not anly in
the inecase of infrîisie brightness in the source of
lmÎinosÎfy. but in the greater perfection and depend-

ableness of the generating apparatus employed.
One of the greatesf impediments to successftîl

navigation, even now, is fog, and regret was expressed
at the congress that but liffle real progress had been
made ini combat ing this.evil, sa powerful an enemy off
mÇ>r eastern coast. It looks, however, as though the
niosf successful remedy after ail wiII be found in wire-
less telegraphy; or, in other words, somne method for
conveying electric warning of a dangerous spot ta)
instruments placed ini readiness on board approaching
vessels. This is what is being tested at 'the present finie
by the Dominion Governmenf; ît is ta be greatly hopedl
if will prove efficacious.

OUR AUSTRZALTAN LETTER.

The experts wbo saîî that the Federal tai f would ouf
appear unfil the end o! this mronth are seemîngly weIl wîthin
the mark, and are inclined ta postpone the mucb needed mcas-
ures coniing a mnnh longer. The grumbling it the delay isý
increasing. The Federal Parliamnent bas sat for sixteen weeks
and nof a bill bas yet becSne law. It bas been pointed ouf
that the first Parliamnent o! Canada in that t ime had placed
7,2 Acfs in the Sf afufe Book, completed ifs work, and ad-
journed. An Australian.peri.odical in explanation says:

"But Canada had as ifs Premier, Sir John A. Macdonald
une of the greausf parlia'nenfarians o! hi ftinie."'

Already anc represenfative bas died, and a second bas

resigned bis seat, owing to his inability ta fake the inordînate
length of time that Parliament is likely to sit, froin, bis private
affairs. Others. and these arnongst the ablest of the men-
bers, are tbreatening ta withdraw likewise. A bad sign is
that though the Hause sits Iess than four days in the week
both members and Miîîisters are irrcgular in attendance.
Aiiotber unpleasant outlook, is that differences between the
entes and Federal authorities have already developed. 'hie
Premier of New South Wales has prormised ta set apart a
dlay on whîch bis Parliament can -discuss Federal matters, wîf h
an eye fa criticize alleged extravagance, and in Queensland,
where an election is pending, the Federal Government is back-
ing one candidate and the State Gavernment is throwing its
influence in favor of auiother. There is some good coming
from these untoward circumstances. It is excltîng public at-
tention and creating discussions which nlay create an active
public sentiment much needed, but hitherto painfully lacking
in Australia aivo'gst its camnmercial and canservative forces.
Thbis must tend to frustrate dangernris legisiation, which is
threatened in bath State and Federal Parliaments. The Par-
liaments threaten to rival ane another in New Zealandizing
Australia in the matter of minivaum wages, aid age pensions.
state raîlways, banks, insurance, and industries, compulsory set-
tiement af labor troubles and nursing the unemployed. Good
as tbey rnay be in theory the enquiry that bas been made
shows that they bave not been unmixed bcinginNe
Zealand. The radical Premier that passed mosf af the acts
bas plainly warned tbe people that some of the acts have been
so abused that there is great danger that public sentiment wili
turn against the whole tbing. The success fhcy have so tar
laid has been due tnainly ta the lavish expenditure of bor-
rowed maney. The best workmen fao, are beginning ta sec
that though their pay bas been increased their casf of living
bas also been increased, and tbat they are "lîkely in the end
fa come ouf af the bole that tbey wenf in at." It takes
experience, and considerable of if samefimes. ta feacb that
yaui can't lift yourself very higb by pulling at yaur boot
sf raps, and tbe Australians are learning.

The Government is now directing ifs attention ta a
policy that promises ta produce hetter results; helping ta find
markets for the producer. New Zcaland is leading the way.
If bas recently sent out a commercial agent around the world,
and is liberally equîpping him. New Sauthb Wales is to
expend $25,ooo on tbree men,' one for England, one for Atica
and one for China. New Zcaland long assisted ifs producers
by teaching bow fa best grow and makre. If braught over
some yaung Canadians ta teacb ifs dairy men how ta inake
chcese and butter, and if is now chuckling aver the fact-that
according ta the admissions of tbe Canadian High CLom-
missioner in Lon.don tbey are beating Canadians in the Brit-
iib market. They say, "Canada can take the prizes at the
Yatnkee shows so long as New Zealand takes the prices in flie
Englîsh miarkets." What is the niaffer wvitb Canada that slie
is lagging behind ?

The Canadian censuls figures as cabled bere are a sore set-
back ta the Canadians ouf bere, wbo have been tallcing
"bigatty" atbout Caniadian industrial development. It bas been
eniasized by the numtber of yaung Canadians wha camie out
hiere and say thaf "tbings are nat fo gaod in Canada." They
cmminlv find that they are niucb better tban bere, and in a
week beartily wish tbemnselves; back again. A good many
work thieir way back ta America on the steamers and sailîng
craff; others go to So.uth Africa ini a similar position. A
yetung mani wbo camnes here witliout sisificient means ta keep
hilm for sanie time is likely ta hiave a sorrowful timne ot itý
Froni enquiries they have been led here mainly by the absurd
s;torîes publisbed in United States papers abouit this co.untry,
Tisî may be a workinigman's paradise ta bui wýho can get a
job in the Governmnent emnploy, but that cannaft be bad uints!
uc bas becomle a voter, and it requires twelve nionths resi-
dence ta qualify. Thien if is flot tao regullar wben it -is
attained. Of book-keepers. accouritants and sbop assistants
there is no lack and if would fake tume before a Canadian
could piisb himself intc, a place wifh a salary sutfficient fa pay
a niodesf board bill. On the nther side tlle Canadian Lorn-
m1isqioner bias enquiries by letter and proa vitstramn
Englishmen and Auistraliansç, sonie of thenii with capital, wil!h
a ýi w of rancbing or farmning in Canada.


