P
it

CATHOILIC CHRONICI.E.

VOL. XXIV.

MONTREAL, FRIDAY, QQIARCH: 13, 1874,

NG. 30

fLLUSTRIOUS SONS OF IRELAND.

JUST PUBLISHED.

A New and Beautiful Engraving, ¢ The Illustrious
Sons of Irelaud,” from a Painting by J. Donaghy.
This magnificent picture is a work of many years,
1t comprises the Patriots of Ireland, from Brian
Borou to the present time. The grouping of the

ares are so arranged and harmoniously blended
as to givo it that eflect which is seldom got by our
best artists. It embraces the following well-known

its :—
g?—ir:;ml!orou, Major-General Patrick Sarsfield, Oliver

Plunkett, D.D.,John Philpot Curran, Hugh O'Neil,

Thomas Davis, Oliver Goldsmith, Thomas Moore,

Archbishop MacHale, Father Mathew, Danicl

0'Connel}, Wolfe Tone, Edmund Burke, Robert

Emumet, Richard Lalor Shiel, Henry Grattan, MLP.,

William Smith O'Brien, Gerald Griftin, Jobn Mit-

chel, Rev. T'. Burke, O.P. .

In the back ground of the picture may be seen
the Round Tower, Irish Bard, the old Irish Heuse of
Parliament, the Maid of Erin, Irish Harp, the
Famous Siege of Limerick, and the beautiful scencry
of the Lakes of Killarney, with many ¢mblems of
Irish Auntiquities.

This beautiful picturc is printed on heavy plate
paper, 24x32 inches, and will frame 22x28 inches.

Price, only $1.00. A liberal discount will be al-
lowed to canvassers and thosc purchasing in quan-
titics.

Address,
D. & J. SADLIER & CO,,
Cor. Notre Damc and St. Frangois Xavier Sts.,
Montreal.

Every man who loves Ircland should possess one
of those beautiful Engravings.
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PROTESTANT RIOTS OF 1780.

(From the Dublin Revici, July, 1873.)
(CONTINGED FROM OUR LAST.)

The idea of inflicting some severc punish-
ment, not only upon the Papists themselves,
but also upon every conspicuous abettor of the
Catholic Relief Bill, was a familiar one to the
great mass of the followers of Lord George
Gordon, as well as to cvery friend of the Pro-
testant Association. For nearly twelve months
they had been accustomed to hear the most
savage denunciations uttered with perfect im-
punity. The pulpit no less than the platform
had resounded with every kind of menace, and,
at the moment of which we write, the onc hun-
dred thousand members of the Association re-
presented a power -ready disciplined for evil,
and taught to consider the chastisement of the
Papists a work decrced by heaven, 1t was
mot to be expected, therefore, that the mere
rejection of their petition and the defeat of
their President, would do anything more than
increase the irritation and the will to do mis-
chief of the infuriated thousands who were al-
ready on the verge of riot and havoc; and
nothing can palliate the cowardly vacillation of
the Government, which though informed for
many weeks previously of all the doings and
threatenings of the Association, took no pre-
ventive measures, and, to the last, clung to the
strange hope that sedition would prove itself
orderly, and that raving intolerance would
bring forth only fruits of meroy and brotherly
love. They were soon to be roughly awakened
from this unaccountable delusion.

Before the rising of the House, the mob,
which to all appearance had dispersed, was al-
ready speedily rcorganizing evidently in obe-
dience to a preconcerted plan. By ten o’clock
at night it was advancing in three great divi-
sions to the work of spoliation and vengeance
specially marked out to it. The chapel and
house of the Sardinian Embassy in Lincoln’s
Inn Pields, those of Count Haslay, the Am-
bassador of Bavaria, in Warwick Street, as
also the residences of many well-known Cath-
olics in and about Moorfields were the first to
suffer, At Warwiok Street, the Bavarian
chapel and mansion were soon in ruins; all
round the neighborhood of Moorficlds, cvery
house that was pointed out as either the dwel-
ling of a Catholic or of one who favored the
Catholic intercst, was broken into and plun-
dered; while at the “ Royal Sardinian,” the
sittings, altar, pictares, and organ were torn
down, thrown inte the street, and made into a
great bonfire, The flames soon spread to the
chapel itself, which, with the well-known house
over the archway, burned till midnight without
any attempt being made to save them, so great
was the terror inspired by the mob. The dis-
tinguished lawyer, Wedderburn (then Attor-
ney-General), who was an indignant eye-wit-
ness of all that passed, having ventured to up-
braid with their cowardice the firemen who
ware standing idly by their engines, not daring
to employ them, was at once set upon by the
furious rabble, te the ery of, % No Popery! a
8Py, & spy, lads!"” and with difficulty escaped
with his life, At length, when toolate & party
of the Foot Guards made their appearance, at
sight of whom the crowd began to disperse,
not without some resistance in which several
were apprehended, :

But though thus seattered for the moment
by the military the real power of the mob to
reassemble whenever it should choose, for the

enticing pastime of destruction and plunder,
was not in the least degree affected; and so
impreesed were the rioters themselves with 2
sense of the complete security under which
they acted, that, as they hurried along in dis.
orderly groups, they proclaimed aloud through
the dark streets the tidings of their first ven-
geance, and with many an oath and impreea-
tion hinted at the more direful things to come.
So closed the first day and night of the Gor-
don Riots. '

Saturday, June 3rd, scems to have been de-
liberately set aside by the leaders of the Asso-
ciation, as a day of rest preparatory for greater
outrages. With the exception of a concourse
of people in and around Covent Garden, for the
purpose of seeing and cheering the men who
had been apprehended oun the previous evening,
and who were to be brought from tiie Savoy to
Bow Street, there was no tumultuous assem.
blage; and, beyond a deal of groaning and
hissing, and a little harmless stone-throwing at
the Life Guards, as they passed alongz with
their prisoners, there was no attempt that day
at open violence, In the Lords, 2 motion for
an address to his Majesty, praying that imme-
diate orders migh be issued for the prosccution
of the ‘“authors, abettors, and iastruments of
the outrages of Friday on the Houses of Par-
liament, and the chapels and property of the
two cmbassies,” was unanimously agreed to.—
But the “authors” and ¢ abettors,” as well as
their “instruments,” seemed equally to have
vauished out of sight, and there can be no
doubt that bad the most ordinary amount of
resolution and enmergy been displayed at this
critical juncture, either by the Government, or
the magistracy, or even by the well-disposed
and peaceable amongst the citizens, all the
after misery and crime would have been avert-
ed. Unhappily, however, the Government
was criminally asleep. The justices, with one
exception (that of Sir Johu Fielding) spoke
openly of the great hazard that would be inp.
curred, if any but conciliatory measures were
adopted, in the then irritated state of the Pro-
testant mind—Kennet, the Lord Mayor, was
notably ae unprincipled, dissolute poltroon,
and supposed by many to have actually sided
with the rioters, while the timorous though
well-meaning merchants and shopkeepers (with |
a sclfishness for which they afterwards paid
dearly) prudently shrank out of sight, and sa-
tisfied their consciences with hoping thut no-
body might suffer much, but that even if the
worst befel, it would not be themsclves, but
only a few of the most conspicuous members of
a rather obnoxious sect that would be made to
feel the popular indignation, As for the
Catholics, though of course by this time great-
ly alarmed, they still could not bring them.
sclves to believe either in the imminency orthe
extent of their peril; least of all did it ever
occur to them that thay were to be left to the
utter mercy of a savage mob, by that very
Government which had just put them in pos-
session of their rights as British subjects.—
They therefore took no steps cither for flight
or for defence, but like the majority of the in-
habitants of London and Westminster, tried to
think that the chief fury of the No-Popery
storm had already expended itself, and that in
fact no more very serious acts of violence were
to be apprchended. A few hours sufficed
thoroughly to undeceive them all,

On the afternoon of Sunday, as if by necro-
manoy, the mob again rose in different parts of
the City at once, and in far greater numbers
than before; and procceded to commence in
full earnest that work of devastation, ruin, and
revenge, for which the principles inculeated by
the Association had afforded the fittest train-
ing, and to the complete carrying out of which
the timidity or the recklessness of the author-
ities lent a deadly sanction. From this day,
Sunday, June 4, until the following Friday,
the great metropolis remained almost entirely
in the hands of the vilest and most desperate
portion of its population. Plunder, wanton
destruction of property, drunken riot, private
vengeance, and the rage of irreligious zeal,
swept on in one mad career unstayed, almost
unopposed. What London became, while left
to thesc human demons, it is now our duty to
relate,

At Moorfields the chapel and schools, as well
as several houses were attacked and levelled to
the ground. The altar, pows, benches, orna-
ments, crucifixes, and vestments were carried
by the mob to the adjacent ficlds, and there
burnt. At Charles Square, Hoxton, the schools
were pulled down. All this took place in the
presence of large companies of both Lorse and
foot soldiery, who, though marched to the
various scenes of pillage, received no orders to
act, and lcoked on like interested spectators,
At the half destroyed residences of the Oath-
olic Ambassadors, a better fortune prevailed ;
for the Guards from Somerset House, who
were on duty there all day and night, suc-
ceeded, by their resolute manner, in dispersing
a third party of the rioters, bent upen com-

pleting the havoc of the previous Friday.—

But no offensive measures were as yet adopted,
either by the Government or the local magis
tracy, and the mob, now thoroughly convinced
of the security with which they might procced,
began to contemplate and to prepare for a more
weneral destruction,

The appearance on the Mouday morning of
a proclamation offering ¢ the reward of £500
for the apprehension of any onme concerncd in
setting fire to or pillaging the Sardiniun and
Bavarian Chapels,” merely had the cfiect of
convincing the leaders of the rioters of the
necessity of putting more method into their
violence for the future. They accordingly an-
nounced that especial vengeance would be taken
both upon the person and property of all in-
formers and witnesses, and to add weight to
this threat, they resolved at once to make ex-
amples of those who had already come forward
with evidence against any of their body, This
was the more easy, as the names of several who
had appeared at Bow Street had with great
imprudence been given in the newspapers. 1n
a few hours the housos of Rainsforth, in Stan.
hope Street, of Maberley, in Little Queen
Street, and ot Sir George Saville, in Leicester
Fields, were in flames, This done, the mob
procecded to Mast Smithfield and Wapping,
where they destroyed several chapels, ~chools,
and private dwellings; they likewise begun to
pull down the Protestant Church of S. Cath-
crine, beecause, as they declared, it was built
in the times of Dopery.” In this, however,
they were prevented, by the timely arrival of
an armed body of ¥ the gentlemen of the Lon-
don Association;’" whercupon collecting their
spoils, they marched in drunken disorder to
the residence of Lord George, in Welbeck
Street, and from thence to Marylebone Fields,
where they kindled huge fires, round which
they danced and howled, and drank, until, mad
with excitement and liquor, they rushed away
ready for new ztrocities.

By this time the alarm throughout the City
was becomiog real, and the supremacy of the
mob was so gencrally recognized that men the
most opposed to Gordon and his seditious fol-
lowers put en the blue cockade, in the hope to
propitiate the ruling power. To add to the
confusion and terror, the wildest rumors were
circulated and believed. Some reported that
the New River water bad been cut off; that
the soldiers attempting to convey prisoners to
Neweate had been set upon and obliged to
fly; thut the magistrates would not use the
civil power; th+t the Government was about
to treat with the ioters, and to accept their
own terms. The conduct of the legislature
indeed was such as to afford ground for the
most ridiculous surmises, and, what was far
more serious, to infuse fresh spirit into cvery
disturber of the public tranquility. It will be
hardly credited at the present day, but it is
the sober truth that up to Monday evening the
action of the guurdians of life and property
against sedition and lawlessness, was confined
to the singular resolution of placing some com-
panies of the Light Dragoons at Kennington
and Newington Butts, for the purpose, they
said, of preventing any second attempt to hold
a meeting 1n S, George’s Fields! This novel
method of quelling a serious riot in one place,
by stationing the protectors of ordor and law
in another, was equalled in folly, and surpassed
in audacity by a circumstance for which this
truly terrible time will be memorable. We
allude to the circulation of a handbill, by the
Committee of the Protestant Association,
which made its appearance just at this oppor-
tune moment, in which the rioters and all con-
nected with them, were disavowed, the perpe-
tration of all that had hitherto taken place
being charged upon the Catholic body. In
the language of this precious document, the
riots were said to be:—

A preconcerted scheme devised to bring odium

upon the Protestant .Association. The

Papists have destroyed tho Sardinian and Bavarian
Chapels, and have committed various other outrages,
50 &s to be able to charge innocent persons with this
crime, therefore all Protestants are requested to be
patient, and above all things mot to resort to any
measures of retaliation.

This was the very triumph, the crowning
deed of unscrupulous iniquity, but, as is gen-
crally the casc with imbecile malice, failed in
its purpose from very excess. Blinded and
bigoted as the men of the period wero, this
calumny, the invention of the fertile brain of
Wesley, was too monstrous to be accepted.—
For in order to believe it it was necessary to
suppose that the 40,000 men who had assem-
bled under the leadership of Lord George Gor-
don on the previous Friday, who had marched
with every sign of sedition to the Houses of
Parliament, who had maltreated the members,
and who had threntened that very violence
which a few hours had seen realized, were,
after all, innooent, harmless, peaceable Protest-
ants; but that no sooner were they retired to
the quiet of their homes, than another mob of
mfuriated Papists, and numbering some hun-
dred thousand, instantly took their place and
assumed their blue cockades, and adopted their

language, and forthwith procceded to demolish
their own places of worship and to destroy their
own houses and seatter their own property, for
the very insufficient reason of ¢ bringing odium
upon the Protestant Association!" But if
any further contradiction of this most injurious
falsehood were necessary, we may mention that
it was proved in the after trials of the rioters
that the men who carried the banner before
Liord George at Westminster were among the
most conspicuous on the subsequent Wednes-
day at the burning of the Fleet prison. Bate-
wap also who was exceuted some wecks later
in Coleman Street for destroying the house of
Charlton, a Catholic druggist, went to the
scaffold in his blue cockade, and boasted that
he died a martyr to the cause of’ Protestantizxm,
But what can be said to the cvidence of the
following few lines called a  « Protection,”
which was sworn to on Gordon’s trial, as being
in his own handwriting, and which he uever
attempted to deny :—

All true friends to Protestantism will be particu-
lar, and do no injury to the property of any true
Protestant, as 1 am assured the proprictor of this
house is.  He is a staunch good friend to the Causc,
All men should spare his house, Given to Kichard
Pound.

(Signed) GrorGr Gonrpox.

It has been strangely put forward us an ar-
rument in defence of the statement cireulated
by the Association, that ‘“ among the wouuded
rioters who were conveyed to the hospitals,
were several Roman Catholics”  But it this
can be of any force in support of the asscrtion
that the mob was a Catholic one, then this
other fact (perfectly undeniable), namely, that
amongst the wounded and those also condemned
to death were found several negroes, will of
course satisfactorily prove that the mob was
composed of Africans. To argue seriously upon
such a point is to trifle with the reader's pa-
ticnce—Ilet us rather resume our narrative.

On Tuesday (June tth) the Government
began to exhibit some slight symptoms of re-
turoing eacrgy. At the Tower, the Houscs of
Parliament, St. George's Kields, St. James's
Palace, large bodies of troops were under
arms ; all the avenues leading to the House of
Commons were lined with Foot Guards, while
parties of Light Horse patrolled from Pulace
Yard to Abingdon Strect, no person, except
members, being allowed to pass,  Orders were
also despatched to the provinces that every sol-
dier who could be spared should march forth-
with to the defence of the metropolis, and the
incessant beating of drums throughout the
City, told that the various companies of the
train bands and volunteers were being called to
quarters, This was certainly a movement in
the right direction, but unfortunately it went
no further for the present, and the mob by this
time had reached such a pitch of exaltation
and frenzy, as to eare nothing for a mere show
of strength. A terrible and deadly reprisal
alone, on the part of the outraged law, can
ever obtain.from scdition, when rampant, the
recognition of a power higher than its own.—
And from the responsibility of such a supreme
but necessary mcasurc the members of the
Goverpment shrank as yet, leaving, as a con-
sequence, the demon of disorder and riot still
in the ascendant. Indeed, so little importance
was attached to the presence of the military,
that, on this very morning, though protected in
the manner described above, the members of
the MHousc of Commons, (if wo except a few
who, to propitiate the mob, had taken care to
inscribe the words ‘“ No Popery”” on the panels
of their carriages) did not escape without in-
sult and in somec cases, outrage, The First
Lord of the Admiralty (Sandwich) was no
sooner recognized than he was dragged from
his coach and severcly wounded, and with the
greatest difficulty rescued alive out of the riot-
ers’ hands, by the intrepidity of Justice Hyde
at the head of a small body of Light Horse.—
Upon this, by way of revenge, a party was in-
stantly despatched to Hyde's house in Leices-
ter Fields, to which they set fire,

In the Commons, Mr, Buller moved, firstly,
that this House do assers its privilege of which
the present insults are a gross breach : second-
ly, that a commission be appointed to discover
the authors of all this outrage: thirdly, that
an address be presented to his Majesty, wiging
the immediate prosccution of the rioters al-
ready in custody: fourthly, that Parliament
shall provide for the reimburscment of the suf-
ferers, All these proposals were carried una-
nimously, and he was about to continue his
address, when he was suddenly interrupted by
Mr, Herbert, who, rising to his feet, exclaimed,
pointing to Lord George Gordon (who had en-
tered the House with the bluc cockade in his
hat), ¢ Shall we suffer that conspirator to flaunt
his ensign of riot and contempt of Parliament
before our very eyes ?”’ To which Burke re-
plied sarcastically, ¢ Why not ? His bludgeons
are allowed to wait for you in the streets, al-
though you are surrounded by a military force
with fixed bayonets to preserve your freedom
of debate.” Great uproar ensued, in the midst
of which Gordon, attempting to leave the

House, was forcibly detained by some of the
wmembers, and compelled to remove the obnox-
ious cockade. A messenger arriving, however.
at this moment with the intelligence that the
city, in several places, was in flames, and thas
the mob was everywhere triumphant, the in-
stinct of self-preservation banizhed all other
thought, and the House hastily adjourned unti'.
the fcllowing Thursday.

On quitting the Comrmous, the P'resident of
the Protestant Association betook himself to
Bridge Strect, where he knew that a great con-
course of his adherents was awaiting his arrival,
He attempted once or twice to address them,
with the intention, as his friends aflirmed af-
terwards, of imploring them to carry thelr vio-
lation of the law no further, But if so. it only
proved that he knew little of the savage natures
which he had gathered together, und to when
he himself had given the first lessons in sedi-
tion. After a few moments of impatient lis.
tening, the crowd, ruising a ferocious yell,
presscd upon his earriage, and having removed
the horses, dragged him in ignominious trivmph
first to his residence in Welbeek Street, and
then to the house of his friend and seconder,
Alderman Bull, in Leadenhall Strect. i3y this
time the ¢lare of many fires roflected in the
evening summer sky, told that clrewhers the
rioters had not been idle,  In fact early in the
afternoon,one division of their body. furnished by
some traitor with a listof the Catholicsin Deven-
shire Street,IRed Lion Square and theimmediate
ucizhborhood,had been busy plundering and de-
monishing without meeting the slizhtest re-
sistauce. A second party had proceeded to the
houses of Justice (ox, Sir John Iieldine, and
Mr. Llous, which they wreeked and (ired, tinish-
ing up with the destruction of the Ship Tavern
in the ¢ Turnstile,” ¢ because,” as they sworc
(and traly), “mass was sometimies said there
in secret.”

But in greater numbers still, had the crowd
poured into Bloomsbury Square, in which stood
the mansion of Lord Mansfield. This noble-
man, onc of the most generous defenders of the
oppressed Catholies, had been from the first a
marked and 1 doomed man in the black list of
the heroes of the Association. Indeed he pos-
sessed in an cminent degree, cvery possible
quality that could render him obnoxioux either
to fanaticism, ignorance, or crime. To a calne
and unerring judgment, to learning the most
profound, and to a reputation that was spotless,
were added u great fearlessness and a keer
sense of wrong, ro that by natural impulse
alone, Lord Mancsficld was the shelter of the
innocent weak, and the scourge of cvery cow-
ardly oppressors.  The ill-will that was borne
him by the rioters was so well known that for
several days his residence had been guarded by
soldicrs, and a couple of firc-engines, with their
men, were in readiness to meet the worst, It
was not long delayed, IIeaded by a fellow
who carried a ropo with which he proclaimed
it was their intention to hang their great
encmy, thé mob pressed on to the attack. By
a happy chance Lord and Lady Mansfield had
cffected their escape only 2 few moments before
the arrival of the rioters, and thus the Iatter
were hindered from the perpotration of the
greater crime which they had contem-
plated.  Nevertheless they were unhind-
cred until they had achieved an amount
of destruction which is a causc of re-
greteven to the present day to that profession of
which their vietim was a chief and leader. In
addition to much costly furniture and a perfect
gallery of invaluable pictures, all of which,
piled recklessly together, and, and in sheer
wantonness, were soon blazing in enc monster
bonfire, more than a thousand volumes of rare
books, many important morgages, 30,000 choice
manuseripts, and 200 note books in his lord-
ship’s own handwriting, were lost beyond re-
covery,—an irreparable misfortune to the whole
legal body. In the midst of this horrible con-
fusion and ruin, a strong detachment of the
Guards, attcnded by Justice Addington, came
suddenly upon the spot, the Riot Act was read
(for the first time), and the soldiers fired.—
Some half-dozen of the rioters wore killed, and
many more desperately wounded; but this, so
far from intimidating their comrades, scemed
but to add to their daring and frenzy. A wo-
man was seen to cover her hands with the blood
of the wretches who had fallen and to smear
the faces of those abeut her, shricking eut,
“ By the blood of these martyrs of Protestant-
ism, tear down and burn till net a papist is left
i England,””  With a sort of fiendish inspira-
tion the raving thousands (they had found their
way to the wine-cellar and were all drunk) took
up the ery, and recling along Holborn, shouted
to all whom they met that they should join
them, for they were on their way to Newgate
to rescue their friends who were confined
there,

The prison at Newgate had but just been
rebuilt at a cost of £150,000. Of more than
the ordinary strength of such places, it did not
geem possible that it would yield to the irre-

gular attack of a mere rabble hewever numer--



