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CILLUSTRATIONS OF PROPHECY.

RUINS OF BABYLON.
No. 1

Haviug had reference to the trzvels of Captain the ITon. G.
Keppel entitled ““a personal narrative of a journey from India to
England by Bussorah Bagdad, the Ruins of Babylon, and Persia
in 1824°’—and aware of the high character given to these travels
hy all the reviewers ;—to complete the ¢ Illustrations of Pro-
p.h-ccy” I shall transeribe from his pages much valuable matter—
also from the Travels.of Captuin Mignan in 1827—and of Mr.
juckingham. Sir Robert Ker Porter’s Travels I have perused
carefully as relates to Babylon—the detuil is quite too voluminous
for our present purpose.

In page 115, vol. 1st.—Captain Keppel observes, ¢ Thesoil of
Ancient. Assyna and Babylonia consists of a fine clay, mix-d with
gand, with which as the wuters of the river retire, the shores are

_ covered “This compost when dried by the heat of the sun, be-

TE hard and solid mass—and forms materials for the fine
s, for which Bubylon was celebrated. We put to the test
'daptmon of this mud for pottery—by taking some of it when
e from the banks of the river—and then moulding it into any

| -form we plensed—havmg been exposed to the sun for half an

hour, it became as hard us stone. These remarks are important
as the indicutions of buildings throughout this region are differ-
r-nt from those of other countries. The universal substitution of
brick for stone being observable in all the nwnerous ruins we
visited, including those ofthe great cities of Selucia, Etisiphon and
of the mighty Babylon herself, for which we have the authority
of Scripture that her builders used brick for stone, and slime
(Bitumen) for mortar. Gen. 11. 3.—In consequence of this the
ruins instead of showing [ragments of Pillars or any definite marks
by which we might conjecture the order of Architecture, exhibit
an accumnalation of mounds, which on a dead flat soon attract the
eye of u traveller, and have at first sight the appearance of sandy
- Hillocks—on 2 nearer inspection they prove to be square masses
of bml\ fucing the carduml points, and though worn by the wea-
1her, burlt with much regulari ity ; the vicinity is strewed with
righients of tiles and broken pottery—coins also are - sometimes
found, . ranellers should bring mstruments for. dlrmmu for lnd-

nf' IILrodotu }ms S50 completel) (n!dbllbhed llu. ulumtv ul the
riins with thav, city, that I'shall nicrely state, the site is still called
Bahel by the Natives;—the traditions of oriental writers, and the
s Arabs aseign the highest antiquity to those ruins with whom all

ancient aunthors agree—the appearance of the place ulso answers
the description given by these uuthors, and the position agrecs with
the relative distance of Babylon from other great cities—the city of

rSelucia for wstance on the N, 12, and the city of Is,—on the N.

W, the ruins seem by me to correspond with all ancient ac-
counts. The aspeet of the fallen city is precisely that which the

~-divine writings predict Babylon would exhibit after her downfill.
'I'he geographical necounts convince me that Babyion could not

have stood elsewhere, than on the spot 1 visited, and the pro-

»  digions remainy are conclusive evidence that they eonld have be-

onged to no other crtv—whm we consider the sundy nature of

~the soil on which Babylon stood, the perishable muterials of |

which it was composed, and the many large cities which have
been built of the ruins—when worknien have been constantly em-
" ploy ed in removing the bricks—that for three thousand years the
ruins have been subject to the injuries of the weather, and that
in consequence of the Luphrates periodic ally overflowing its
banks, they are inandated for two months in the year ; we ought
to be still more surprised that such vast masses should have with-
stood so many concurring causes for total extinction. 1 take
it for granted therefore that all the ordinary buildings are
erumbled into dust ; and that only the remains of the larmest
exist,—whoever has seen the mud habitations of an  castern city
will readily accede to this sugrestion—if any further argument
were wanting the fact mentioned by Divdorus Siculus that the
greater part of the land within the walls was ploughed up in his
time, would be in my opinion conclusive evidence : after stating
upon what grounds, I rest my belief in the identity of those
ruins, it is fuir to add that our party in common with other tra-
vellers have totally failed in discovering any traces of the city
walls. T ask, was it possible for tired travellers 1o explore the
ruins of walls sixty wiles in circmuference. Mr. Duckingbam
traced the walls and found some of them remnining, in a state
of great delapidation. The divine predictions against Rabvlon
lmvc been so literally fulfilled in the appeuarance of the ruins that
1 am disposed to give the fullest signification to the words of
Jeremiah that ¢ the broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly
braken.” Jer. 51. 58. St. Jerome who lived in the fourth cantary
states, that the walls were then st.mdmc enclosing wild beasts
for the honting of the Persian I\mm The vast remains ¢ of
- Babylon the great” the glory of the Chaldees excellency were

~ vhen visible 1 with the Temple of Jupiter Bo!ua towering ovevdre

. :
[

After exploring thisruin we proceeded to Hillah--with the exception

‘Eupln.it!.s here i3 150 fe.et brmd
s || house of Mus.zd the governor of Merbcla was dllotted to ‘us, and

thelearned ;

ruins in mexpresmb]c, grandeur. March 26, 1824.—At day light
we quitted Mahowel frorh which place the ruins of Babylon com-
menced,—at 9 o’clock we arrived at the first ruin of magnitude
it is culled by the N itives the Mulehbnh or overturned; in 1616,
it was visited by Pietro Della Valle who not having examined the
vast ruin on the opposite bank of the river, . supposed it to be the
Tower of Babel—its form may have been originally square but is
ngw oblong, the sides fuce the four cardinal points of the compass,
then to the N, and 8. are upwards of 200 paces in extent that
to the East 180, thatto the West 136—the height is very singular
it is well to be observed that in Della Valle’s time the altitude of
this ruin was 200 feet, and the wall about two thousand six hun-
dred, proving the liability of those ruins to a gradual decrease, for
in the space of 200 years the mound has diminished 60 fcet in
height, and nearly 500 in circumference. The western side by
which we ascended thro’ the lowest, is the most remarkable,
as it shows more distinctly the form of the structure—the mound
appeurs to be a solid mass—it is composed of sun dried bricks,
cemented with clay mortar—between each layer of brick is one
of reeds the sumil is traversed by large channels formed by the
rain ; in wa]kmg we stepped on several pieces of a!ab.rqter, and
on a viirious substance resembling glass ; we saw great quantities
of o.namental and other kinds of pottery—these were vast num-
bers of entire kiln bumt bricks, 14 inches square and 3 thick ;
on many were inscribed those unknown characters resembling
arrow heads, so remarkable in the ruins of Babylon and Persepolis.
The fredhness of the inscriptions was astonishing appearing to
have been recently stamped; instead of having stood the test of up-
wards of three thousand years—from the mode in which the bricks
are disposed of in this, and several other ruins it iz evident that
with some exceptions the great buildings of Babylen were com- |
posed of sun burnt bricks and coated with bricks burnt in tlre;
furnuce,—the mound was full of large holes. We entered some of
them and found them strewed with the carcases and skeletons of
anials recently killed,—the odour of wild beasts was so strong
that prudence got'the better of curiosity, for we had no doubt of
the savage nature of the inmates ; our guides indeed told us that
all the ruins abounded in lions und other wild beasts—so literally
has the divine prediction been fulfilled that < wild beasts of the
desertand of the islinds should lie thcre " Tsuiah 13, v. 21 992

ofa few huts; the town is'situated on the west bank of the Euphmtes
We crossed t.he nver by abrldcrf' of boats like thut at Bnﬂd.ld—the
"On producmn our fn-m.m ‘the

a Janissary was sent by the Governorto attend ws. Hillah was
built in the twelfth contury out of the ruins of Bubylon. Tt is en-
closed within 2 mul wall of mean appearance, but the Buzuur is
tolerably good—its inhabitants ten thousand. Garden produce,
rice, dates and grain ; the soil is very productive—little cultiva-
ted, however. I any thing could identify the people of Hillah as!
the descendants of the ancient Bubylonians, it wonld be their
extreme profligney, for which they are votorions. The verandi
of the house we oceupied was paved with inscribed Babylonixn
bricks ; we amused onrselves with compassing them with nthf-r,
we had bronght foown the ruins.

At first sight many ‘rpch.u'r-d,
alike, but on exaumination some letters uppeared different ; th i |
would indicate that they were not stamped from a mould, but 50-‘
parately. "These charcters have hitherto bafiled the inquiries of
; Maurice is of opiuion thatihe inscriptionshave arefer-
ence Lo Aanonom). When Alexander came to Babylon, Calis-
thenes was informed by the Chaldeans that their astrenomical olser-
vations were recorded on kiln burnt bricks, * Coelilibus laterculis
tnscriplas.>  We brought with us from Babylan several eurions
eylinders, of which numbers are found in the plains, I have pre-

sented three to the British Museum.  "These cylinders ditfer from
each other in size and muterial, the lurger an inch long ; 1hey are
perforated in the centre, and from the numbers found have pro-
babiy been worn by the common people as amulets. Blr. Keppel
describes three ammlets, and proves that two of them illustrated
the account of Herodotus respecting the dresses of the Babylonians,
viz. that they have two sorts of linen that falls to the feet—ano-
ther over this made of wool—a white sash covers all,

March 27th,  Farly this moerning we set out to visit the
town of Babel, ali well armed and mounted. At a short distance
from Iliilah we met ten horsemen sent by the Governor. A Just
idea of the stute of the cowntry may be formed by our being
oblized to have a party of twenty armed horsemen to go a dis-
tance of six miles, though we had nothing except our arms to at-
tract robbers. Onour road we met a laree purty of the desert
Arabs, who offered us no molestation, but gave us the usual salu-
tation, “ Sulam uleikam.”> They were probably of the same
tribe as our guard, otherwise it is not likely we should have es-
caped so well. In deseribing a sham fight of the Arabiuns, the
author observes. Nothing could be more animated, or woull
have afiorded a finer subject for the painter than this group . af
wild nien ; it is dificult to conceive the effect of a large party of
armed horsemen thus huddied together in the greatest apparent
confusion, with druwwn swords and  couched lances. - This was u
general passage of anns, aud not withont its interest ; but when
two hostile tribes meet, they then put into fierce execution, the
address which they acquire by this constant practice. From He-

‘Babel are six miles S. W. of Nillih.

rodotus we learn that the Tower of Babel “hrch Was nlso fhe -
Temple of Belus was a stadium in length and breadth " this.
would give o circumference of tivo- thousand.. feet. The temp]er‘
consisted of eight turrets rising one ghove tae omer. Rennel cal -
culates its height at 500 feet—the ascent was outsrde, and o con-
venient visiting place half way up this temple was destmyed by
Xerxes. Alexander wished to rebulld it; but died before he

commenced ; he however employed two thousand soldiers for

two months to remove the rubbish. The ruins of toe Tower of
At first sight tney appeur
like a hill with a castle on the top. The greater portion is cover-

ed with a light sundy soil.”’ .

Your obedient servant, il. H

For the Pear],

THE ALBUM LEAF.

_ Upon being urged Lo write something original for a Lady's Album, the’
following lines were composed by the author, \\hxch by request we huve
been perunued to publish.
1
This Jeaf is like the 1inest sNOY
Just lodged upon a gurden “all
Unstained by ought 1mpure below

As Adam was before the fill.
o :

-~

Fliza then if urged by thee
With recreant hand I'm led
To mar its virgin purity,
The shame is on thine head;
And if an awful voice 1 hear,
Or fearful form 1 see,
At some droud bar 1 must appear
What shall I say for thee?
3
As Adam in the garden hid
Whlien crime to him was laid,
I fear P'd act as Adum did
And say us Adam said,
‘The woman urged what I have done’
She pressed me to agree,
And then Eliza what must come
But woe to you and me ? . :
: That precmus drop of: L‘nstern qen E L )
: ,Fleah fromi its pearly shrine, o
: Ofpuru' naturé coaldnot e ¥
L ’L‘han whs this leaf of thine. .
:j So. great. a change henccl‘orlh deplorn
Tor see whit now remmns, - :
Its vellim. surf'lce ser rbhl’d o' cr
With crooked inky stains;

Annapclis F. W. Noruis, »r.

THE WONDERS COF THE DEEP.

EY REY, JOHN PIERPONT.

¢ What a wonder is the sea itself ! How wide does it stretels
out its arms, clasping islands and centinents in its embrace ! Iow
mysterious are its depths !—still inere mysterious its hoarded and
hidden treasures ! With what weight do its watery masses roll
onward to the shore, when not a breath of wind is maoving over
its surfuce ! IHow wonderfuily fearful is it, when its waves, in
mid ocean, are foaming and tossing their heads in anger under the
lash of the tempest !  IHow wonderfully beautiful, when, like a
melted and ever-moving mirror, " it reflects the sefting sun, or the
crimgonclouds, or the saffron heavens after the sun has set ; or
when its ¢ watery floor’ breaks into myriads of fragﬁnts-the im
age of the quiet moon that falls upon itfrom the skies !

¢ Wonderful, too, are those hills of ice that break off, in thun
der, from the frozen barriers of the pole, and float toward the
sun, their bristling. pinnacles glistening in his benms, and slowly
wasting away under his power, an ohject at once of wonder and
of dread to the mariner, till they ave lost in the embrace of more
genial deeps.  And that current is a wonder, which moves for ever
onward from the southern seas, to the colder latitudes, bearing
in its waters the influence of a tropical sun, and suying to the ire-
berg from the pole, ‘ Hitherto may ye come, but no further.’
And, if possible, still mere wonderful are those springe of fresh
water which, among the Indian Isles, gush up from the depths of
a salt ocean, a source of refreshinent and life to the seaman who
is parching with thirst ¢beneath a burning sky.” And is it not
as wonderful, when, not a spring of fresh water, bat a column of
volcanic fire shootsupfrom ¢the dark unfathomed caves of ocean,’
and throws its red glare far over the astonished waves, that heave
and tremble with the heaving and trembling earth below them !
wonderful, when that pillar of fire vanishes, lenving a smoking:
:volcano in its place! and wonderful, when that volcano, in its
‘turn, sinks back, and is lost in the depths whence it rose !

“ Then there are other wonders in the ]wm«r creatares of the
deep, from the nmmnlcnle, that © no eye can see,’ and that scarcely
“ glnss can reach,’ up to ‘that Leviathan which God hath macde
to play thererein.” In *this great and wide sea are things creep-.
ing innumerable, bothsmall and great blasts.’” YetHe, who hath
made them all, even there openeth his hand and satisfieth the
desires of all. \Vonderful is it, that, of these ¢creatures innu-
merable,’ “each ore finds its food in some other, and.in'its turn,

serves some other for food and that this u'reut work of dcsttuc-



