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For the Pearl.

ILLUSTATIONSOF1PROPHECY.
RUINS OF BABYLON.

No. 1.

-auving aid reference to the travels of Captain the ITon. G.

Keppel entidled " a personal narrative of a journey froni Inidia to

Englad by Bassorah Bagdad, the Ruins of Babylon, and Persia

ini 1824"-and auware of the high character given to these travels

by al the reviewers ;-to complete the " Illustrations of Pro-

jpley" I shall transcribe from lis pages muait valiable zimatter-
als o frot the Travels.of Captain Mignan in 1827-and of Mr.
Bluckinigham. .Sir Robert Ker Porter's Travels J have perused

carefully as relates ta Babylon-the detail is quiteleo volumninous
fur our present purpose.

i page 115, 'o. Ist.-Captain Keppel observes, " The sai of
Ancient Assyria and Babylonia consists of a fine clay, mixt d with
tand, with which as hlie waters of the river retire, the shores are
coveredi. This compost when dried by the heat eto the sun, ba-
comes a hard and solidi mass-and forins naterials for the fine

for whicit Babylon was celebrated. We put ta the test
theidaptatilon of this imud for pottery-by takingseme of it when
ietafrom the banks of th' river-ad tien moulding it into any
Ihrn w'e pleased-having been exposed te the sun for lhalf an
hour, it becante as hard as stone. These renarks are important
as the indications of buildings throughout this region are differ-

nt from those of other couintries. ie universal substitution of
brick for stone being observable in all the numerous ruins we
visited, including ithose of te great chies of Selucia, Etisiphon and
ilf the mighty Babylon hersolf, for which we have the authority
of Scripture tit lier huiliers used brick for slone, and slice
(llituiumet) for itortar. Gent. Il. 3.-In consequence of titis lte
ruina imnstead of shwing fragments of Pillars or any definite marks
iy whicit we mîiglht conjecture the order of Architecture, exiibit
n accumuulation of mo unmds, whici am a ded flat soon attract the

ee of a traveller, and have ut first sighlt the laipearance of sandy
uiocks-on r a earer inspection they prove t ue square masses

Of brick facing the cardinal points, ni thougi worn by the wn.% -
her built ivithi muaic rcguilarity ; Ite vicinity is strewed with

jîLS-neits of tiles and broken pottery-coins aiso are sonetimles
TriTavellers should brimng instruments.for diggirg fo hid-

'dýnù lt:rues..

o h place (Mah'iowel) the rluiles o 'lt e mica mighty
J n*a ta listtcy visible-like irregtiar ant mitisslipen hills;
14-iles ta . . is the Tower ofBuiel, aon knin b lithe

Ï.ne ofNioiower(BirsNinmrood). Raenwell in iis geog¶piyi
ofI-erodot, ts so cominplety establisied the identitv of the
ruitis with that city, thatI ishallumierely state, the site is still called

luîhel by ta Nativs;-th e traditions of oriental writers, and the
Arabs assig iithe higiest anitiquity to those rutoins with hvioem all
amncint aithi iors agree-tihe appearniie of the place alse answers

hlie description given hy these aithors, and the position agres witit
lh relaîtive-distance of Babylon froi utlier great cities-the city of
Solutcîa for instance oi the N. E., and ti city if Is,-o ithe N.
W. the ruins semiii by me t correspond with ail aLiient ae-
couis. 'lhe aspect o te fallei city is precisely tat whiticlh lthe

-divine wrritings predict Babylon would exhibit aier lier dwtalîviil.
't'he geographial uaccuns convinc me tht iaLvon could not
have stood elsewlere, than oi the spot i visited, atnd hlie pro-
digitous remains atre conclusive eidence tht they could have be-
Jonged t oui other city-when tve consider ithe sandy nature of
the soil on whichi Babylon stood, Ithe perishable mauîterials of

ichiit was coiposed, and the ilmany luge cities whici have
been built Of Ithe ru its--wlein workumen have been constantly eau-
ployed in reuoving the brichs-that for three thousanld years Ite
niins have bee stbject ta lite injuries of' the weather, and titit
in consequce of the Eiphrates periodically overflowing ils
banics, they tire imundated for two tmonths in the year ; we om; eugit
to be still more suîrprised thtat suict vasi iasses shouldt bave wili-
toodi so muany coIncurring causes for total extinction. 1 take

il for granted terefor tait aill the ordinary buildings tire
trmUmubled luin dust ; and itatui ithe remuainus of lthe largeit
Txist,--whIoever has seu flue umud haitatiOns of at casternu city
wvill readily acecede ta thiis suggestn-if tuta futher argunetiit
were wntviiig the ihemilîonmed '1clbyD rus Siculus lmait the
rreater part O th laintd withii the alls was ploughed up in his

timite, would be in iy opinion conilusiv eviience : after stalig
upaion what groutnds, I rest mniy belief iii tlie identity of those
ruins, it is fuir to add that our party iii commun withotler ra-
vollers bave total li fied in discovering any traces ai ithe City
waills. I ask-, was it possible for tiredt traiLiers l explore lite
ruins of walis sixty tiles in circumtîference. Mr. Duckingham
traced the wtalls and found soae of thernenumultininr, in a state
of great delapiclation. The divine predictions ag;inst llibvlon
htave beeti so iterally fuîliedtin thlie aplpearancec ai the mutins that
J aun disposed la give the fahlest signifilcation loe wourrds ni
Jeremîiah ltat '" the broad twalls af Babylaut shall ha utterly
broaken." Jer. 51. 58. St. Jeromte whio lired in thea ftourtht cantrary
statles, tat the wamlls wrere thuat standintg, entclosimng tvidd heasts
for lte htunitg of the Persian lKings. Te uast remtains ''of
Babtylont bte grat" the gicry cf the Chaldiees excellencey wrere
then visible -; with the 'Temîpie ai Jupitar Beluts towering ovîerte

ruins in inexpressible grandeur. March 26, 124.-At day ligh
we quitted M1ahowel, frori whieh place the ruina of Babylon com

mnenced,-at 9 o'clock we arrived at the first ruin of magnitud
it is called by the Natives the Muzillibah or overturned; in 1616,
it was visited by Pietro Della Valle who not having examined the
vast ruin on the opposite bank of the river, supposed it to be the
Tower of Babel-its formi nay have been originally square but is

no.w oblong, the aides face the four cardinal points of the compass,
then to the N. and S. are upwards of 200 paces in extent that

to the East 180, tiant to the West 136-the heiglit is very singular
it is well ta be observed that in Della Valle's time the altitude of

this ruin was 200 feet, and the wall about two thousand six hun-

dred, proving the liability of those ruins to a graduai decrease, for
in the space Of 200 years the mound has diminished 60 feet in

height, and nearly 500 in circumîference. The western side by
whichl we ascended thro' the lowest, is is inost remnarkable,
as it shows rmore distinctly the fori of the structure-the mound

appears ta le a solid mass-it is conposed of sun dried bricks,
cemîîented with clay mnortar-between each layer of brick is ee

of reeds the sumrnit is traversed by large chiannels lormed by the
rain ; in walking we stepped on several pieces of alabaster, and
on a vitrious substance resembling glass ; we saw great quantities
of ornainental and other kinds of pottery-these werelvast num-
bers of entire kiln burnt bricks, 14 inches square and 2 thick ;
on many were inscribed those unknown characters resembling
arrow heads, s remarkable in the ruins of Babylon and Persepolis.
The freshness of the inscriptions was astonishing appearing ta
have been receitly stamped; instead ofhaving stood the test ofp-
wards of three thousand years-fron the mode in which the bricks
are disposed cof in this, and several other ruins it is evident that
vith some exceptions the great buildings of Babylon were com-
posed of sun burt bricks and coated with bricks bunt in thc
furnîace,-the mound was fuli of large hales. We entered soie cf
them and found theni strewed with the carcases and skeletonis of
animais recently kiiied,-the odeur of wild beasts wras so strong
that prudence got tlie better of curiosity, for we had no doubt of
the savage nature of the inmates ; Our guides indeed toid us tiat
ail the ruins abounded in ions and other wild beasts-so literally
has ihe divine prediction beei fulfilled that " wccild beasts of the
desert and o the islands should lie thare." Isaiah 13. v. 21. 22
After exploring titis rein we proeded ta Hillah-ivith lle exception
of a few huts, the town is situated lte west batik ofthe Euphrates.
We crossed tie river by a bridge ofboats like that at Bngdad-the
Euphrates here is 150 feet broad On producing aur fian, the
house of Musad, the governor ofAMerbela, washnIiotîed to us, and
a Jatnissary wias sein iby the Governor to attend us. Iiliah was
built in the twelfth century out of the ruins Of Babyloti. It is en-
closed within a iuid vall ofi mean appearance, but the Buz:mr is
toieraiy gaod-its linhabitants ten thousand. Carden produce,
rice, dates md graili ; the soil is very productive-little cultiva-
ti, htoOevr. I anyv thing could identify the peopl,e of Hiliah as
the descendants of the ancient Babyloniulans, it wold be their
extremue prolligacy, ftr whirh they are colorious. The veranda
of the bouse we eccupied w'as pavc! wrbit inscribed L n:
iricks ; wev amused ourselves vitht ompu«ssinug eiluu Vithothers
we iad brongt frorn the ruins. At first sighit muarnv appeared
alike, but an exainltion somo latters npparecl diffarent this
would indicate tliat the y wrae lot stamped fron a ould, but se-

parately. These clharacters have hitlherto baflied the inquiries cf 1
tlie learned ; Maurice isofopinuion ltai the inscriptionshve a refer.
entce to Astronomiy. When Alexander cilne ta Babylon, Calis-
thenes wvas infornned by the Chaldoans that their astronomicul oi;ser-
vations vero recorded on kiln barrt bricks, "& Cociil ibus laterculis
inscriplas.' WVe brouglt with us from Babaln svcieral cnrions
cylinders, of whichlii nunîbers are foudi iin th plains. I rhave pre.
semnted three to the British Muiseu. These cylinders difter fron
eaci otlier it size ani iaterial, the lurger art inci long ; they are
perforated iii the centre, and fron the ntuers found have pro-
bably been worn l b the commni peple as amuilets. Mr. Keppe1
describes iliree unwiets, and proves iat twro Of then ilistrated
the account if IHerudotus respectirng lthe dresses aftheabylonians,
viz. Ihiat they ive two sorts of linei tat falls lo the flet--tn.
ther over tis imade of, o-a white sashi covers ail.

March 27th, Earry this rniiung ve set ont to visit thea
town of Babel, ail 'ell armed anid mocunutcd. At a short distance
fronm Iiilah w mtuIC tnt lhrseumen sont I hlie Governor. A just
idea of thlle state of the coutry may be fomied by our being
obiiged ta have a party of %wenty armed horsemen to go a dis-
tance of six miles, though we htad1 nîotlitg except our arias to at-
tract robbers. On Our road ve met a large party o the desert
Amatis, who offered us no moleestation, but gave us lthe usuai salut-
talion, "' Staam uteikamt." ThIey wre probably of the sanie
tribe as our guard, otherwrise it is tnt likely w-e shtouldl have es-
caped se welil. lit describintg a shaun figt ai the Arabianîs, lthe
auftor observes. Ncothing coutld be more aniimated, or woauld
hava nliborded a fluer subject for the palier than this group bf
wrild mutnî ; it is iilult la cenceive lthe afiect of a largo party- ai
armesd harsaeen thus hîuddlied logether lit the greatest apparent
canfusiaon, withi drawvn swords nd cnuched lances. Titis \vas au
genmeral passage of arnes, andi not without its interest ; but whea
tu-o hostile tribas mecet, thîey then put inta fieras execution, the
adidress whajehî they acquire b'y thtis constant practice. Front lie-

radotus we earn that the Tower ofBabel, which was lso the

Temple of Belus was a stadium in lengtli and breadth ; this
vould give a circumiference af two thousand: feeti The temple
:onsisted of eight turrets rising 'one above tae 'oer. 'Rennel cul

culates its height at 500 feet-the ascent was outside, aid a can-

venient'visiting place half w'ay up this temple was destroyed by
Xerxes. Alexander wished to rebuild itl but diei before he

commenced ; he however enployed two thousand solaiers for
two muonths to rentove the rubbish. The ruins of te Tower of

Babel are six miles S. W. of Nillih. At first sighlt tney appeor
like a hill with a castle on the top. The greater portion is cover-

ed w'ith a light sandy soil."

Your obedient servant, il. il

For Vte Pearl.

THE ALBUM LEAF.
Upon beinug urged to write sometitntg original for a Lady's Album, the'

folloiing lines were composed by the author, which by requtsit we have
been permniitted to publishu.

This]afis liko ie ilnest sntov
Just lodged upon a garden iwall,
Unsutined by ouglit impure below
As Adam was before tire (i].

Eliza thien if urged by then
Wilth recreant hand Im led
To mar its virgin purity,
The sha is on thine e oad;
And irait twfult voice I leur,
Or fearful fori I sec,
At sone dread har I must appeur
Wlhatt tlitili I say l'or thee ?

Iunaputli.

As Adamn lthe gardei lid
Whenî crime ta lia was laid,
I fear l'd act as Adam did
Anud say as Adan said,
Telîe tvomn uirged what I have doc
She presscd me ta agree,
And thent Eliza w-hat muti comae
But woe t you and ne

- 4
That precinius drop of Eastern sea
Fimesifromu ils pearly shrine,
Of i ntur mlume .ould'n'utibe

. Tul iras tiis leaofthine.
So great a change hentceforth deplora
F'oree h-iat non' renmains
is vellti'tu surfaâce scriblipid a'er
With crooked inky staiuas.

P. W. Moninis, 3r.

THE WONDERS OF TRE DEEP.
tiY REY. JOHN PIERPONT.

"luat a wonder is the sea itself ! -ow wide does it stretch
out its amis, clasping islands and cpntinents in ils embrace 1-ow
mysterious are its depths !-still more mysterious its boardedI ard
idiclden treasures ! With what wueiglht do its watery atasses roll
onward to the shore, whenu not a breath of wind is movimg over
its surface ! low wonderfully fearful is il, when its waves, ii
mid ocean, are foaming anud tossing their beads in anger under the
lash of the tempest I i-ow wonderfully beautifuil, when, like a
inelted and ever-moing mirror, it reflects the setting sun, or the
crimuson:clouds, or the saffron heavenus after the su has set ; or
when its 'waatery floor' breaks into myriads of fra a nts the imr
age of the quiet moon that falls upon it front the skies I

Wonîderful, too, are those hills of ice that break off, in thun
der, fron the frozen barriers of the pole, and fiot toward the
sun, their bristling pinnacles glistening in his heais, and slowiv-
wasting away under his power, an object at once of wonder and
of dread to the mariner, tillthey are lost in the embrace of more
geunial deeps. And that current is a wonder, whichi moves for ever
onward fromt the southern seas, to the colder latitudes, bearing
in its waters the influence of a tropical sun, and saving to the ire-
herg froa ithe pole, ' HI-itherto nay ye coine, but no frther.'
And, if possible, still more vonderfil are those springs of fresh
water which, amîong the liudian Isles, gush up from the depths of
a salt oceatn, a source of refreshment and life to the searran who
is parching with thirst ' beneath a burninîg sky.' And i il not
as w'onderful, witen, not a spriig of fresh water, but a column of
volcanic fire shoots up from 'the darkunfathoîned caves of ocean,'
and throws its red giare far over the astonished waves, that heuve
and tremble with the heaving and trenmbling earth below then i
w'onderful, whten that pillar of fire vanishes, leaving a smoking

-volcano in ils place! andi wonderful, when that volcano, in ils
turn, sinks back, and is lost in the depths whence it rose I

"Tien there are other wonders in the living creatures of the
deep, from the anitmalcule, that 'no eye enn see,' and that scarcely
'glass can reach,' up to 'tant Leviathan which lod bath made
to play thererein.' In 'tthis great and ide sea are things creep-
ing innumierable, both amal and great blasts.' Yet He, who hirh
made thetm ail, even tiere openeth his hand and satisfiet the
desires of ai!. Vonderful is i, that, of these 'mereatures innu-
inmable,' each one finds its food in some other, andin its lturn,
serves some other for food ; and that this great werk of destrue


