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"T>HE COQUETTE.
BY .T;'LhID? SI{EBID AN KA\OWLES.

‘e« 1 willnot Jnarry yet,” was her reply—her ﬁrce half* a\'erted
from the kneeling figure beside her, whom still she suffered to re-
tain her, h:md—whose arm still encircled her waist, unforbldden.
< I will not marry yet ;?> and love was. in the tone of the ‘very
accents that withheld the-boon of love, or deferred the bestowal ofit.

St. Aubyn was.a young man of moderate fortune ; accom-
phshed,‘unsoplnstrcated of - qﬂlcl\ sensibilities. A student, and
fond of retirement, ‘he bad: selected for- his summer residence a

small fishing hnmlet on the romantic coast of Devonshire ; where,
between his books :md the sea-shore, along which he loved to ram-
ble, his time p'\ssed anvthmcr but heavily. Here he had resided
about a month, when the little commumly received an_addition, |j.
in a young lady and her mother who _]omed it for the purpose ofa
-temporary residence ; and St. Aubyn stepped back, in surprise,
_when, .issuing onc morning from the cabln in which he lodoed he
beheld two females, in the attire, and with the air, of fashion—the.
one leaning upon the arm of the other—approaching the humble
portal wbence he had just emewed He. bowed, however, and
passed -on. ' - S

He had scarcely more than glanced at the strangers ; but, tran-
sient 2s was his survey of them, he saw that one of them was an
invalid—the younger. ¢ How touching is the languor which in-
disposition casts over beauty > exclaimed St. Aubyn to himself.
« Health would improve the Joveliness of that face, but the inte-
rest which now invests it would vanish. No visitation,’’ he con-
tinued, ¢* but late hours and crowded rooms have sent her hither—||.
for T prophecy she “comes to make some stay. Sidmouth would
he change of scene, not change of occupation > He was right.
St. Aubyn returned from his ramble earlier than was his custom.
His thoughts that day, were in the hamlet, aud not upon the shore.
Te approached his lodging with somethmr' lilke the emotions of

_ expectation and suspense. ile loo!\ed athis landlady, on entering,
as i he expected her to communicaté something ; and was disup
pointed when she merely returned the ordmary response .lo his
salutation.  He enteréd his apnrtment dispirited, and threw him-
self into a chair near the window, the sash of which he threw up,

For Lhe first time, he felt the oppressxon of

said he to himself,

In an assembly, a

asif he wanted air.
lonclinesa. "¢ They have not como to stop,”’
and absolutely with a sigh---and no wonder !
lovely, graceful, and delicate woman, beheld for the first time,
would have” exacted Arom bim only ‘the ordinary tribute which
~ heauty shares with beauty ; but, in a remote little fishing hamlet,
inhabited by beings as rude as their neighbours, the sea and rocks,
such a vision could hardly come, and vanish, without Jeaving 2
strong impression upon the beholder. St. Aubyn sat abstracted,
chagrined—mortified. ’ -

The opening of a wmdow, in a- cabm opposrtc, roused him.
The sash was thrown’ apbya whrtc arm shining throogh a sleeve
of mushn, thin as gauze. Prcsemly a drmpied elbow reposed
upou ‘the’sill ; and a cheek of pensive sweetness sank upon a hand,
so.small, so nhrte,,l.hat it scemed to have been modelled for no

. ather office than to pillow such a burden. A thrill ran through
*8t. Aubyn,’ qulchenmrr him into walkeful life.

~. How the band talks ! 'What passion, thought and sentiment
-rre init! What tongues are the fingers ! Oh'! the things that
the hand wlnch 8t. Aubyn sat watchm discoursed to him, as it
Lhanned its posture-—-now with the palm, now with the -back,
merr its owner’s check---nuw cxtending one finger upon the
marhly ample temple-—now enwreathmo itself with one jetty
curl and another---now passed over the arched bright &erehead---
now lowered, and l.mwmdly drooping from - the wmrlow frame,
upon whlch the airm te which it belonged lay motionless—-then
raised; arram, with slow and wav ing. motion, till it closed with the
cheek that half met it---then gradually crossed over the bosom
that seemed to heave with a sigh as it passed, and pressed it to the
heart—then elasped with its beauteous fellow, and carried to the,
back of the head, the full elastic arms swelling and whitening,
a1 they contvacted ! , ,
St, Aub)n aazed on entranzed. Hitherto, the cheek of the:fair
~.igvalid bad been presented to him, but now her head turned: her
‘eyes met his and dropped,-—she rose and withdrew.

Only glimpszs of her did St. Aubyn catch again, that evening,
---but they were frequent, A hand---an elbow-=the point of the

shoulder-:-once or ‘twice her figure, flitting backwards - and for-
.Dusk fell ; still hie remained

wards as she paced tha apartment.
at his post. Was it a guitar that he heard 2 It was but awaken-

ed as the first tones of an Eolian har Ps which you hold your breath ceedm«

P

to hear.  Her hand was on the strings : one chord at_length sho
struck full ; another succeeded---und another. T hen all s was
silence, for a time. = St. Aubyn still remained at the: wmdow,'
—nor in vain, T he musie woke " again, ‘as, fairy soft as Lefore ; {
and a vo:cc—-uoft as the: musm, but oh ! far. swcetur—uwoke,‘
alrmﬂr with it.  She was singing, but he could hear nolhmﬂ a\cep;I
the strain ; “and’ yet he heard -enough to- tell bhit:thatit was the
theme, of tenderness, though suno' by fits,” that rather scemed to
help thin mar the prssronate mood “I'lie stars-shono out ; the

; tho folds of @ white drapery s]mne dim.
Did the wearer npploach, to
The -sash was

cent clear thounh setting
ly through the still open casemeut
look out and gaze upon lhe faiv knight ? No.
pulled down ; the string and the voice were Thushed the interest-
ing minstrel had retired. St Aubyn retired too ; but, though his
head was upon the pillow, not a moment of that n1<rh5,\vere his
vision and his ear withdrawn from the open wmdow

It was broad day before forvetfulness cast her spcl] over the ex-
cited spirits of St. Aubyn, -nor was it broken till high noon. e
arose, emerged from his ch'unber, and took an anxious surv r-y o.
the habitation opposite. The room appeared empty. e par-
took of a slight repast ; and sallying out, made his way to the
shore. 1o had not proceeded [yr, when, turning a point, he be-
held the elder female, about a'hundred yards in ad\fanco of him,
standing still, and looking anxiously upwards towards the eliff
He followed what appeared to be the direction of her eyes, and
saw the younger, half way up, reclining upon her side. Some
thing appeared to be amiss. He quickened  his pace ;- and, Join-
ng the former, learned, {rom her, that ber daughter, auemptmrrto
reuch the top of the cliff, had incantiously turned, and, unaceus-
tomed to look from a height, was prevented by'térr.or from plo-
ceeding or de°cend1ng that, from the same cavse, she hnd slip-
to go to her aqsrslance ;St. Aubyn had hmrd ‘enough ; nhe bound-
ed up the stecp As he approachcd the, . fair one, modcsty haif.
overcome terror, and she.-made o shrrht offoit to repair the drsor-\
der into which her dress had been thrown by the’ accident. St.
Aubyn assisted to complete what she' huq effected but imperfectly ;
he encouraged her, raised hef, and propping her fair form with
his own, led her, step( by step, down to the beach again. Nor,
when she was in perfect safety,’did he withdraw his assistance,—
nor dld she decline it ; though, as apprehension subsided, confu-
sion rose, colouring her pale cheek to crimson, at the recollection
of the plight in which she had been found. Her ankle wus slight-
ly sprained, she said, having turned under her, when she slipped.
What was this, if’ not a warrant for the profler of an arm? At

all events, St, Aub)n construed it as such, and eqcorted the ﬁur
stranger, leaning upon him, back to her. lodrrmrrq From that me-
ment, a close intimacy commmenced. They were constantly to-
rrether,—-'s'omei'rmes accompanied by the mother,—more frequent-
ly, and at last wholly.alone. , Communing in solitude, -bétween
the sexes and” in the midst of romantic scenery, whe:c thcre is
no rmpedrment, no distaste on_either side, is almost suro 1o awa-
ken and to foster jove. St. Aubyn loved. The looks, the acuons,
all but the tongye of Amelia assured him that his passron was re-
wrned.  Her health had improved mprdly ;- the antumn was far
advanced, and the evenings and nights were growing chill:.: The
mother and daughter now talkcd ‘of returning to town : a duy was
ﬁ!LOd for their departure ;-and, on the éve of that day, St. Aub)n
threw himself at/the feet of the lovely girl; and implored her to
hless him with her hand. Yet, thoun'h she did not deny that he
had mterested her—thoufrh her’ eyes und her cheek altested j1—
:though the hand which was locked in his, locked his as well—-
‘though she suffered him to draw her towards him, by the tenure
of ber graceful waist—still was her reply,—‘ I will not marry
)Gt »” .

St. Aubyn did not require to ask if ‘his visits would be permigt-
od in town :—he was invited to renesv them there. An excarsion
1o Paris, however, on a matter of pressing necessity, réspécling
‘the affairs of a friend, provented his return for a month. At
the expiration of that time, he found limself in London ; and
with a throbbing heart, repaired to the habitation of his ‘mistress,
on:he very evening of his arrival. The house was lighted up ;
—there was a ball.  He was scarcely dressed for a party ; yet he

thie little fishing hamlet. He rang, at the same moment wheng
knot of other visiters came to the door ; and entering’ along wiih
them, was ushered into a ball-room, the footman hurried]y au-

moon, in her first qunrter haif complctefl showed her bright cres-}

ped down sevéral feet ; and that she, hen%lf durst not attempt 1.

{and transferring them to the custody of ‘his hoson.

could not overcome his impatience to behold nagain the heroing of{f.

nounicing the names of the several parties. The dance was pro-
It was the whrrlmn w allz—- .

. The danco ofcomnct, clso.
Fabid ! nlnmlnmnrr 1o the frec hand -
T ho, srered wruer H hlulc face to [rrce——thn( brcnlh
Doth Kiss with b eathi, apd’ eye cmbraceth eye,—
Your tmnced Goil rcln\m)g, str mglncmng,—rormd

- Auid’ l'ound i wavy measure, yon entwine

Curcle wrth circle—iill the swrmmmg brain
And p'mtmfr heart, in s\\'oony Icnps gwc 0 cr !
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The- party who had enlored wuh St Aubyn, rmméd\.itely tooi
sents ; but-Ho stdod, {ranSﬁ\od to 1110 qpot where his' ‘eyes, fir: Ea,' :
nunht tho’ form oflns nnstress, “in (ho corl of' unother El}e suwn
ot lum. ‘With luuchmg éyes, and oheel\s Jiushed wrth gxertlou!’ ,1
she continued 1lre measnie of 1rcenco, her spmts mountmg, 08 th‘av;g

music qmc!\cncd unul sho seemefl to ﬂout uroun(} her‘ [ﬁrtner, s 3,

who {r eély availed lumself of‘thc fuvoumblo movemont of the slep,ﬂ,-.“’.,:
to' drasv her towards- him, in momentnry pressurc Tlloy,dnt w-hﬁ

length, sat down amidst tho applauses of ‘the company. St Au: ¥
byn writhed ! ITe rctned tou_quarter. of the room whore heﬂ
thought he should escﬂpo ohservauon, and tluew lumself into a, 5
chair, S
““ Who thml\ you, now, is the huppy mum 27 sald ‘one of tlw
group ol gentlemen who stood within a few paces of him. \
¢ Why, who, if not Sr.rtrlclon’” replicd another ; ¢ he has
waltzed himscH into ‘her heart. This is the twentieth timo T have
scen her dance. with him.”> -

“0Oh! anolher Will w.lltz him out of . hcl heart,”’ interposed a’
third ; ¢ she is'an incorrigiblo coquette, from first to Jast”” o _“.. :
Uere the party separated. St. Acbyn, qcurce]y ]cnowmg« wha
he did, slter silting abstracted for a few mmutes, rose, and passcd ‘

out ol the ba)l room o e

4 ' -

“
s o “e‘ t,:us

K

press carned hun in." I\or was e a\lowed to stpp unul he l,}qd k
reuched thc heud of 1110 tnblc Every seat but two, closo 10 where 73
he stood, was occupled [ By, yogl leave gir "’ﬂsafrd W vorop be-
hind. e stepped.buck ; and the waltzer led his m:stross to roﬁrb:.a y
of them, and placed himsell beside her.® St. Aubyn woulc‘. (fmva‘
retreated—Dbut-could Mot without incommoding the corpany, ~wh0‘ =
thickly hemmed him in. Amelia drew her g]mes from the whrtoﬂ :; .
arms they little enhanced by -covering---the waltzer. n,ssrsnnrr hcr,
His eyes ex- J (
plored the table in quest of the most delicate of tho vmnds, which,
one-after another, he rccommended to Her'; unul she made ase’
lection. Ile filled a wmo-rrhqs with sp'u'klm«r Burn'undv and prc-
sented it to her ; then crowned a goblet, till the liquid almost ov er-
hung the brim-—-breathed her name over it,. in a sigh---and qua[‘-’ v,
fed it oﬁ'to the bottom, ata’ dr'1u"ht He leaned: his cheek to.
her 8, till the neurhbours almost.touched. He whispered-her—and
she replied i in wlmpers He passed his arm over the back of hot .= ¢
chair, partly supplanting it in the offico of supporlma her ahould-.
ers. e preased so closc Lo her, that it would’ have been tho 'same s
had bolh been siting in onc seat. She was either unconscrouufofa K
the ﬁmulrm vicinity,ot “she permrlted it. The whrspcrmg conuﬁed
the “word ¢ marr inge’’ was uucred---repeatcd---repeuted aoam. 9’
St.. Aubyn heard her drslmcﬂy reply, “I will not marry yet 3 1
as she | rose, and, turning, met him: face o] ﬁrce 3 )

“St Aubyn 1*? she mvoluntnnly cxclalmed 3t. Aubyn spol\e‘ N
not, save with his eyes, which he kept ﬁted steadfustly upon her

¢ When did you arrive? »™ she mqurred hurriedly, and in ex-.
treme confusion.

¢¢ Phis evemng,” rephed St. Aubyn, without removing his
cyes. . .
¢« \Vhen did you _|om our party ? '

«“ While you were walizing,” returned St Aubyn, with a %}
smile. '

<< ’And how long have you been standing here 2’

*¢ Bince supper. commenced ; J made way for your partner to,
hand you to that seat, and place himself besido you.’? .- - /

¢ You have not supped ? sit down, and I will help you "

¢¢ No!”’ said St." Aubyn, shaking his head, apd ‘smiling again. '
%My ‘mothier has not seen you yet! Come ‘and speak to ber‘.’?,,

““No; I have not a mowaent to spare. I leave téwn nnmedmto[
ly.”’ :
¢ When?”' ’ T

¢ To-night {-—-Farcwell 1> suid be, turnmo (o go.
e You surely are not geing yet 2>’ eurncsuy mterposed Amelm.u \
<1 must not stay,’”’ emphaticaily rejomed St. Aubyn.M “JFor
onc oby‘ct alona 1 came to town. | Thatis ﬁnally dmposed of
The necessuy for my departure ig rmperatwo. Rer
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