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Poetry.

EARTH A GRAVE-YARD.

¢ Hearts are tombs
Where secret loves are buried out of sight.”

If human bearts indeed are tombs

Where secret loves are buried out of sight,
O! then I wist the earth one grave-yard is

All fill’d with sepulchres, pale, cold, and white;
And not less sad, because conceal’d by flowers bright !

" Low, sweet laughter haunteth every place,
And beauty meets the eye where’er it turns.
Spell-bound we view earth’s glittering coronals,
Nor dream that they can hide sad funeral urns,
Wherein a life-consuming fire forever burns.

But oh! a loving faith shall still be ours—
That no where all is gloom!
Each pining heart a rest shall surely find,—
The sunshine gild the tomb!
And hopes, kept green by tears, more brightly bloom !
Metropolitan. Magazine.

S——

JOHN THOMAS JAMES, D.D., THIRD
BISHOP OF CALCUTTA.
( From the Church of England Magazine, )

le'importan"e of the extension of the m ans of .

Brace, through the instrumentality of the Ol #h of
and and Ireland, begins mow to occupy more
Seriously thap it did the attention of its members.
€w dioceses have been formed: a more efficient
Ministry, in point of number, is exercised; and the
most sanguine hopes may legitimately be entertained,
that the labour will not be in vain in the Lord.
. “For all civil purposes,”” says Mr. Le Bas, in his
life o.f Bishop Middleton, “our eastern possessions
are divided into three presidencies; each having its
'e_P‘amte governor and council, and its separate ju-
dicial, civil, military, and medical departments; while,
18 ecclesiastical matters alone, the British interests
are placed under the administration of a single indi-
Vidual. The statesman who governs India is assisted
Y the judgment of responsible councillors, and by
::;‘: advice of legal authorities; and, besides, he is
~teved from the burthen of official drudgery, by a
€ral apparatus of secretaries and preparatory boards.
bishop who administers the Church of India has
clm?h assistance or relief. He is without the aid of
V!le:;l.cal chapter, and even responsib‘le or legal ad-
liglue’ and be has no burean at his command to
exienc'll the manual labour of an u.)cessant and.very
iy ed corre':spondenc.e. He is, in short, a.sohtary,
hi ed functionary, weighed down at once with cares
:it'hc‘l: (.iemaf)(i the highest faculties of his mind, and
& 0l‘1 which exacts the most unsparing sacrifice of
m‘l“dbodlly ease : al.l enormous portion, both of his time
B strength, nfust mevmfb.ly be consumed in protract-
and harassing expeditions both by sea and land.
0 a tropical regior, no human energies can, fot many
year‘s together, endure such a course of application.”
x The duties of the see of Calcutta were obviously
in:) OV(?I‘Whl:‘lmillg ﬁfr one individual : its separation
: O several sees was imperative, and should have taken
?na&? long before. The consecration of five bishops
estminster abhey, on the 24th of Angust of the
ast year, \:vill not speedily be forgotten by those pre-
;;“‘; and it may be hoped that the solemn religious
Pression which such a ceremony was calculated to
Produce, will not be speedily effaced. Had the num-
Stil;lOf persons c?l}secra(ed been increased fourfold,
Would the spiritual wants of the colonies not have
Qnr';ﬁl]“y' supplied. Even those who are opposed to
"ﬁllcc csmsnc.al polity are beginning, however reluc-
..y Lo admit that episcopacy is doing abroad what
T fanism could not effect.*
the ‘;’: memuil.‘ of the respcct'ed individual who was
bé bri"d app.omte(‘i to lhe. Indian see, must necessarily
ef.  His residence in the east was of very short

Uratj & a
e ation.  He soon followed his predecessors in the
it :‘t(i):[tam work; but, though his career was short, it

ne“sedl:.Verted. to with satisfaction by those. who wit-
s 1s anxiety for t.he. extension of the kingdom of
who €deemer, .aud the wisdom of the choice of those
selected him for the bishoprie, was soon apparent.
: zi‘d" Thomas_James, third bishop of Calcutta, was
& est son of D.r. Thomas James, head master of
of s"y school, by his second wife Arabella, daughter
m. Caldecott, Esq. He was born Jan. 23, 1786,
& Uc:tg'by, Wht're‘hc received the rudiments of bhis
tWEIVem: under his father; from thence, at the age of
““der'(h ¢ was femovcd to the‘ Charterhouse, then
classic : e direction of Dr. Rzune: He was a good
‘idera[: scholar,.and, at'the same .ume, thlbl.ted con
- prie talent in drawing; z'md, in 1803, gained the
1804 }z!e-medal of the Society of Arts: In May,
OXfo;d e} entereq as a commoner at Christ Church,
vl J' “.7 1ere he was appointed dean’s studen't by Dr.
& ackson. He took his degree of B.A.in l.SO7
8a tP“PtOse), ar‘!d t.hat of MLA.in 1810, Heremained
leq thm‘“‘ at Christ Churci.l till 1813, wl.len he vt.ravel
i 1816u%1h S.w.eden, Russia, and Prus?a, to Vienna.
Order Ie visited Italy, and soon after took holy
chapte.r f‘Ie‘ was then presented, l:)y the dezm. and
With Silo U.lnst Church,' to the vicarage of Flitton
arrieq ?\(/;e, in Bedfordshire. In 1823 Mr. Jau.xes
b ‘farlan Jane, fourth daughtcr of Fred.enck
Periog :);‘) .East .Sheen, Surrey, Esq.; and, until the
Whely his being called upon to enter on the over-
i g cares of'the diocese of Calcutta, _he appears
i e\‘.oted.h‘xmself to the unostentatious (.iutles
hig tim‘)Chlal minister, appn.)priating a due portion of
amel“ez to l}terature. When the dgcease of the
J‘m“ Heber'was nzade known in England, Mr.
Whigp, h:as appoiuted h}s successor. The esteem in
tereg, Wwas heh’i b'y his .pan:sh-umers, and the deep
Wepy feh by.lmn in their spiritual welfare, may be
: Tom his farewell sermon.
leag, 300 April, on the Sunday before he was to
thyy e tton—a day which will not be forgotten in
Dot twoage—he preached on St. Matthew x.29: “Are
sha) i Sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them
Anq in(g, fall to the ground without your Father.”
pa“ishion: course of his.sermou he took leave of his
« Ts In the following manner:—
for i:‘ve Purposely chosen this passage of scripture
Whicy, % Y s discourse, as conveying a doctrine \&:nh
Pregseq {1 '(;"“‘_i, you may b.e assured, is deep!y 1m-
ot ln;dn without which, in embarking for a far dis-
Mige, 5, there could be no consolation for me and
Presen; I 0 not know that, at any moment before th.e
p“‘pit, :)r 4 ave ever made mention of myself fr(?m Ehls
Unlegg ~ ilVel' usec.l a phrase even personally .relernpg,
*Qually 1, ¢ speaking of those common duties which
®vep, quit "’“8 to you, to me, to all. : I cannot, how-
Appil You, among whom I have lived so long and
Botjee & > Without some more particular and especial
fro, 1 this day; nor can I think of my separation
YOU as if the tie that exists between a clergyman
1S parishion Vi k
0 Nagy ers were one of an ordinary and com
“ e
. Lhay,
mlnist y

; € now entered upon the tenth year of my
Pass th
ag

“ among you; may heaven grant that I may

DeXt ten years (if God spare me so long) in
har,m“ny and quiet, in as much peace and
tind with those around me! Well do I remem:
f0rmin Brateful forwardness that met my exertions in
the Bragt'? ‘Sunduy'scho"l when I first settled here—
'endinglt{l"}g an.d eager good sense of the parents in
h Msely €Ir children—the willingness of the children
ﬂlre;::; of Wh_"m many are now matured in.life,
oy , ey exemplifying to another generation rising
"\’the blessing of being able to read the

1\ [¢
applne“

\

*
Sub, The reager will fin
l‘tlll ch Ehergeticall

the bi:;xge of the

d much connected with this important

y and powerfully set forth in the metropo-

3 bishop of Caleutta, and the diocesan charge
P of Madras, lately published.

bible. Nothing of this has been forgotten by me,
and, believe me, never shall be. In other little estab-
lishments which I was desirous to form amongst you,
what anxiety did I find to aid and assist my views!—
how many judicious hints have I received among
yourselves! And when the yearly time of gathering
has arrived, with what cheerful generosity have the
wealthier part of my parishioners contributed to place
in my hands the means of promoting good among you!
—with what alacrity have they, on every occasion,
met my wishes! Let me hope that these institutions,
now so well established, may not be suffered to fall to
the ground; and that, when the time of year comes
round again, though far away, I may yet think that
this union of charity and industry is still ﬂourishing
as it used to do: let me hope that the new year will
still be ushered in with as much pleasure as heretofore ;
and that those who have it in their power to give will
still remember that ‘he that giveth unto the poor
lendeth unto the Lord.’

“ Among those whom I have attended on the sick

bed, how many have 1 heard express, with their dying |

lips, their Christian reliance in the promise of a better
world, and declare their stedfast faith in the merits of
the Redeemer! Some, too, 1 have surely seen who,
having recovered from sickness, have taken the vhole.

he was attacked by illness. He was strongly urged,
however, to commence that of the upper provinces, in
the hope that the change of scene and climate might
recruit his exhausted strength. He accordingly
performed his official duties on his progress, and
arrived on the 16th of July at Bhagulpoor, where he
was “with difficulty moved on shore to the house of
Mr. Nesbit, the magistrate.”” His medical advisers
pronounced an immediate return to Calcutta necessary,
preparatory to getting him out to sea. IHe now
abandoned all thought of retainiug his office, from the
conviction that the climate would entirely incapacitate
him from efficiently performing its duties.
to the bishop of London (now archbishop of Canter-
bury) to that effect. On the 81st he again arrived
at Calcutta, on his progress to sea. Ilis medical
attendant ordered him to be immediately transferred
to the vessel in which it was intended be should sail.
On the 9th of August he reached the *Marquis
Huntly,” lying below Diamond harbour. e was, for
a few days, apparently convalescent; but his medical
attendants communicated to Mrs. James their convic
tion that the hopes which sprang up would prove
nugatory—as they did.

I shall now take up the words of the narrator,
assured that they will be read with the deepest interest.

same chastisement as a warning to lead the rest of b, “None but those who have themselves felt the

their lives in the fear of God, and I trust will eontinue
to go on their way rejoicing.  Let me hope that these
feelings may yet be improved among you, and that my
last words may be remembered as bidding you to feel
in heart that trust in the Lord which every one profes-
ses with his lips, let it be felt as well as uttered; let
it guide your actions; and the sense of the presence
of an unseen Saviour will not fail to support you under
your sorrows, and confirm your hopes. Lastly, neg-
lect not family prayer: be assured, again and again,
the Lord will ever mercifully hear the voice that crieth
unto him daily.

“In going from hence to other duties in a distant
land, in God is my hope and my trust. There is
¢ One that keepeth Israel;' there is ‘He that shall
neither slumber nor sleep,” and he will ‘be our defence
upon our right hand, so that the sun shall not burn us
by day, neither the moon by night.’ "’

He left Flitton on the day following this discourse.
He obtained from Osford the degree of D.D. by
diploma. On Whitsunday, June 3, 1827, he was
consegrated, in the chapel of Lambeth palace, bishop
of Calcutta. The spirit in which bishop James entered
on his new sphere of labour may be justly inferred
from his address delivered to “The Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel.”

“If ever there was a man well calculated to lay the
corner-stone of the church establishment in a foreign
land—ever one whose correctness and precision of
of judgment, whose uncompromisiug firmness of mind,
whose piety and learning fitted him for such a purpose
—it was bishop Middleton; one who never swerved
from that path which his Christianly formed conscience
told him was the true one; one who, if ever man did,
‘digged deep, and laid his foundation on the rock.' "

“Nor were those peculiarities less striking in them-
selves, however different in their nature, which be-
longed to that generous and highly gifted individual
whose loss we more recently have mourned; his it
was to conciliate, to soothe, to subdue. It was his to
win over, by his openness and frankness of manner, all
that had else beset his path, and to unite all those
varying discordant humours that too often arise to
perplex and confound the zealous advocate of the
Christian cause; while, by the splendour, of his
taleuts, he kindled a new flame, and all around him
felt proud in being able to shew a sympathy with a
mind like that of Heber,

“For myself, my path is clear and open—an hum-
bler task, and yet one which, if heaven spares me a
term of years, may not pass without fruit. Beit mine
to aim at producing a closer union of the Christian
body in general, and to endeavour to present a less
broken phalanx than heretofore to the enemies of the
cross. It is for this purpose that honour, wealth, and
dignity, are given to the station to which it has pleased
his majesty’s government to appoint me: it is for this
purpose—to produce Christian harmony and union—
that every true church establishment is formed; not
by a system of terror, not by inquisitorial means, but
by that mild and genial influence which such instita-
tions shed on those around; by adopting in those
institutions such principles as long. experience has
taught us are sound and secure; by forming ourselves
on those ideas which the habits and practice of the
world have shown us are absolutely necessary to the
safety of our moral constitution.”” On the 14th of
July the bishop set sail.  On the 15th of October he
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, where, although
not within the limits of his diocese, he consecrated a
piece of land allotted for a church, and another to be
used as a burying ground. He also held a confirma-
tion. On the 18th of January, 1828, he landed at
Calcutta, and immediately entered on those labours
which were ordered, in the good providence of God,
to be of short duration,

The position of the chaplains of the hon. East
India company widely differed, as may be supposed,
from those of parochial clergy at home. They bad,
hitherto, no pastoral limits assigned them, but were
only expected to discharge the public duties of those
professions, and those not very regularly. To correct
this evil was one of the first objects of his desire.

“He had always,” says his biographer, *expressed
his opinion with regard to those chapels in London,
and other populous places in England, which had been
opened for divine worship without any parochial
districts being assigned to them, that it was an inno-
vation on the church, and a departure from its consti-
tution which our forefathers never contemplated, and
which our posterity will have to Jament in the broken
attachment it will cause, unless a remedy be applied
by ourselves; and, acting upon this principle, when
he found a similar system to prevail throughout the
extensive diocese over which he was called to preside,
he set himself directly to strengthen the establishment
of the church, and further the object for which it was
first ordained, by introducing among his clergy that
pastoral superintendence of their congregations which
is technically called “cure of souls;” and thus assimi-
lating as much as possible the duties of a minister of
the church in India with those of a parish-priest in
England—the weekly visitor and friend of his people,
rather than of the Sunday preacher unconnected with
his flock; and, beginning with the division of Calcutta
into such parochial districts, he had the satisfaction
to find that the governor general and the members of
the council entirely coincided with him in his views of
the benefits that would arise,"

The justness of these views must be obvious; and
there is cause of gratitude to know .that better and
more effectual modes of supplying the wants of an
increasing population are adopted. It must be borne
in mind, however, that, had it not been for proprietary

chapels, immense multitudes must have been excluded |

from the means of public worship in connexion with
the established church. If they were evils—and yet
surely they cannot be justly so regarded—they were
necessary.

Two setvices on Sunday were, in Calcutta, generally
required; that of the morning being abridged from
the English form, from the nature of the climate. O
May 15th the bishop had the satisfaction of consecra-
ting the chapel of the college; an institution from
which he predicted the most important blessings to
India.
wag an object dear to his heart.

The bishop was preparing for his visitation when

An establishment for sick missionaries also |

g

anguish of watching the close approach of the severest

Ie wrote |

|

of all the trials to which our fallen nature is liable, |

can imagine, either what her feelings were on hearing

them when she found that it was still necessary for
his good that she should do s0. Having sought where
to weep, and to commune with God, she returned to
the bedside, from which it was now become doubly
painful to her to be absent for a single moment.

“On Sunday the 17th, after she had read to him,
amongst other scriptures, the i18th chapter of St.
Matthew, he remained collected long enough to give
utterance to a beautiful train of reflections on the
ministration of spirits in the immediate presence of
God, into which his thoughts fell on her pausing at the
10th verse, where our Saviour, speaking of children,
says—:*I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do
always behold the face of my Father, which isin
heaven.’ ;

“On the following Thursday a great alteration for
the worse had taken place, though he still thought
himself better, and his mind, when free from deliriam,
was cheerful, as it had always been, and full of hopes
of recovery. It now became evident, however, that
the most alarming symptoms were rapidly gaining
ground, that human skill could do no more, and that
his end was fast approaching. Mrs. James, seeing
this, made up her mind, with the fortitude which
became her, to the trying task of communicating to
him the awful truth. Great, indeed, was her agony
in this afflicting hour; but God was merciful, and
granted to her prayers that help which is never sought
in vain by them that have learned to seek it right.
Her sobs were suppressed for the sake of him whose
slumbers she was watching. Sad and wan as he
looked, she knew it was but sleep.  She felt it would
be wrong in her to let him wake and find her weeping;
and, besides, whenever he opened his eyes and looked
on her, it was always with a smile, and the expression
of an affectionate fear lest she should be tired with
fanning away the flies and musquitos.

“Tt had been his delight that she should regularly
read to him some portion of the scriptures every
morning, since illness had rendered him incapable of
reading for himself; and on this occasion she made
a selection of passages from the book of psalms, to
lead to the communication it was her painful duty to
make. Knowing, as she did, every thought of his
heart—hew little he imagined that his death was so
near, and, at the same time, how calmly and resignedly
he would bear it—she disclosed to him the delusive-
ness of his hopes and the reality of his situation. ~The
way in which he received this unexpected intelligence
exemplified strikingly the virtues of resignation and
pious submission to the will of God; and gave a
practical proof, far beyond any that words could give,
how prepared he was to die. After a momentary
pause, he thanked her most warmly, and said, * If it is
so, my hope and my firm faith are in Jesus Christ.’
He was then silent, and soon fell into a quiet sleep.
On awaking, he again expressed, in the most tender
manner, his thankfulness for the unreserved communi-
cation. which she bad made to him. He afterwards
fixed that they should receive the holy sacrament
together the next morning; and at intervals, in the
course of that afternoon, calmly gave directions about
his papers; and, having instructed Mr. Knapp to add
a few lines, which he dictated, to a document relating
to the Bishop's college, at Calcutta—which was now
his latest, as on his arrival it had been his earliest,
care—with great effort he held the pen, while his
hand was guided to make his signature toit; and
having done that, he said, ‘Now every thing is off my
mind !’

“The next morning he received the sacrament with
Mrs. James, at the hands of Mr. Knapp. During the
administration of the rite, he was quite collected, and
afterwards shewed the subject on which his thoughts
were dwelling, by making many Christian reflections
on the state of the soul, as strength remained for
utterance, which was now only in a low whisper. lle
expressed also his confident hope that, as he ha.d
given up his prospects in England, his health and his
life, for the sake of the church, something would be
done for his widowed wife and his fatherless children.

“As evening came on, it was evident his strengt‘h
was sinking, and that the hour which was to close his
useful and active life was now drawing near. The
pulse, though at 170, could hardly be felt to beat.
The feet became cold and the eyes dull; the l)z}nds
refused any longer to answer the grasp of affection;
he sunk into a doze, and at nine o'clock quictly
breathed his last, on the 22nd of August, 1828."

Bishop James published a journal of his tour In
Germany, &c., in two vols.; “Remarks on several
Schools of Painters;"” “The Semi-sceptic, or the
common Sense of Religion considered.”

LABOURS OF THE FIRST MISSIONARIES
IN AMERICA.
(From the British Magazine. )

In tracing the few and feeble efforts which were
made for planting the Church in the young colonies of
America, we must not expect to find any of those great
and stirring events which belong to the ecclesiastical
annals of Europe. Here is nither pope nor council—
no learned controversialists—no colleges or religious
houses—no store of books. All that we can do,
therefore, is to watch the progress of a few scattered
Missionaries—each labouring in his particular sphere,
without support and without oversight—to keep up a
knowledge of God and of His law among a population
for the most part alienated from the Church of their
fa.!hers_ To go iuto the details of every individual's
mission would be tedious and unprofitable, and, as the
Cir’fu"\stances were in many respects similar, the cases
Wh‘_ch I shall cite may suffice to convey a general
notion of the whole.

,P ensylvania.—The Rev. Evan Evans, the first
Missionary to Philadelphia, was sent by the Bishop of
London in 1700, and within two years after his arrival
more than 500 Foxian Quakers joined themselves to
the.c.ommmﬁon of the Church of England. On the
petition of hig congregation, he was allowed a stipend
of £50 from King William.  Nor was his iufluence
°°“ﬁ“_ed to the capital, for many who came to Phila-
delphia from various parts of the surrounding country,

and had thus an opportunity of attending public
worship at Christ Church, were so impressed with the
truth, as taught by Mr. Evans, that they formed con-
gregations in their several neighbourhoods. The
consequence was, that Mr. Evans was invited, and
readily undertook to minister to them, at several
stations, varying in distance from fifteen to sixty miles
from Philadelphia. But his own memorial, submitted
to the society in 1707, is so much more interesting
than any mere abstract of it would be, that it is
thought best to place the principal part of it before
the reader, in the persuasion that the most attractive
form of history 1s that which is conveyed in the words
of the actors themselves, and consequently that this
document, giving a sketch of one of the most impor-
tant states of America, while yet a comparative
wilderness, will not, though long, be considered tedious.
The unanswerable reasons which Mr. Evans gives for
the establishment of a Bishopric in a new settlement,
will be read with interest at g time when the Church
at home is making a great e&(wt for completing her
organization in all the dependencies of the British

| crown :—

T'he State of the Church in Pensylvania, most humhly
aoffered to the venerable Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts.

omitting only the absolution, and what properly
belongs to the priest's office, and then reads some
portion in.a book of devotion to the people. I met
with several good books, translated into the Welch
language, among my country people, particularly the
[ Whole Duty of Man,” in Welch, and the * Practice
| of Piety.”” As for the *“Christian Monitor,”’ * Dor-
rington's. Familiar Guide to the Lord's Supper,”
[ “The Advice of a Minister to his Parishioners,” all
in Welch, what I received were faithfully dispersed;
| but were so few, that a greater number is still wanting.
Tlere is a large and fair structure built for divine
worship at Newcastle, forty miles from Philadelphia,
| finished within and without, where I preacht the
| beginning of December last, and found a considerable
congregation, considering the generality of the people
were gained over from other persnasions. Their
mipister, the Rev. Mr. George Ross, is esteemed a
person that is ingenious and well learned, as well as
sober and prudent; and I doubt not but, by the blessing
| of God upon his good endeavours, the Church of
Newcastle will continue to increase.

In Chester, twenty miles from Philadelphia; upon
| Delaware River, they have a good church, built with
| brick, finished, where Mr. Henry Nichols is minister.
i L preached the middle of December last in that chureh,

by degrees submit to Cliurch discipline and censures,
without which, though a Church may be planted and
gathered, yet it can never be of any long growthor
continuante. ; i
Add to this, that the want of a Bishop to confirm .
in those parts is a great trouble to the American
clergy, for they are bound by the rubric not to
administer the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper but to
such as are confirmed; which prohibition, notwith-
standing, they are forced to break through, in this
case of necessity; many other reasons may be assigned
for the erecting a Bishopric in the English America.
But Iam afraid I bave trespassed already too much
on the venerable Society’s patience, nor should I have
presumed to have mentioned anything of this kind;:
but that the necessities of the Church in fofeign parts
are so pressing; that it was ot possible for me to
avoid giving this short hint (which I do with the most
profound humility and submission) without incurring
the sin of concealing that which I kuow t6 he neces=
sary to the good of the Church; and so agreeable to
the desires of all the poor clergynen and . rotestants
of America, as easily appears by the severzl addresses
which have been made on this account.  Bat as for
the way, or method, of erecting a Bishopric in those
| parts, the venerable Socicty is the best judge of that;
| to whose most pious and prudent care and conduct T

I was sent over missionary in the year 1700, by the i to a congregation consisting of about 150; but when | hambly submit and leave it, and do most earnestly

Right Hon. and Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of

| London, to Philadelphia, in the province of Pensyl-
this, or how great the exertions she made to smother |

| into Pensylvania,

vania, where I preacht the gospel and administered | in_those parts, detains many from Church, whose
the ordinances of Christ, with equal comfort to myself | P! |
And God was, ina | Nichols preaches sometimes at Concord in the week |
little time, pleased to prosper my labours to that | days.

as well as advantage to others.

degree, as that I had, in less than three years after my |
arrival, a very numerous congregation, consisting for

the most part of persons brought over from the
Quakers, and other sectaries, to the Church of Eng- |
land; and the true religion (by the frequent resort of%
persous from remote parts to Philadelpbia) did so |
spread, and the numbers of converts did increase so |
fast, that T was obliged to divide myself among them |
as often and as equally as I could, till they were formed |

| I preach'd there, the summer before, I found a more
| numerous congregation. .~ Our winter being very severe

plantations lye at a distance, and for that reason Mr.

Trinity Charch, in Oxford township, lies in the

county of Philadelphia, nine miles from the city, where, |

for the four first years after my arrival in Philadelphia,
I frequently preached, and administered both thé
sacraments, and had, when I preached last in it, about
140 people, most of the people brought over to the
Church of England from Quakers, Anabaptists, and
other persnasions.

| beseech God to bless and preserve the venerablé

Society in all its religious and eharitable undertakings:

1 bave been concerned in this mission above seven

years, and do mean, by God's grace, to spend more of

my time and pains in the propagation of the gospel in
those parts.

(Signed)
London, 18th September, 1707.
CHRISTIAN HAPPINESS.
(Lrom Bishop Hough's Sermons:)

Evax Evans.

Whatever this sorld affords above necessaries and

I should now put an end to my memorial, were it

conveniences, is a mere speetre of happiness; we fol:
low it big with hopes of some hidden treastute; and

into proper districts, and had ministers sent over to | Dot that the want of a Bishop amongst us cannot be | find at last it only leads us to a sepulchre atid a skele-

them by the venerable society.

| passed over in silence.  'Tis a dismal thing to consider |

ton.  Now if we be not extremely careful to discover

For this reason I went frequently to Chichester, | how much the want of one has retarded the progress | this, and let our reason strictly examine what our ima-

which is twenty-five; Chester, or Upland, twenty;
Maidenhead, forty, (where 1 baptized nineteen children |
at one time); Concord, twenty; Evesham, in West |
Jersey, fifteen; Montgomery, twenty; and Radnory |
fifteen miles from Philadelphia. All which, though |
equally fatiguing and expensive, I frequently went to,
and preached in, being by all means determined to |
lose none of those whom I had gained, but rather add
to them, till the Society otherwise provide for them.

But Montgomery and Raduor, next to my own
beloved Philadelphia, had the most considerable share
in my labours, where I preached in Welsh once 8.
fortnight for four years, till the arrival of Mr, Nichols, |
minister of Chester, in 1704. About which time,{
also, the Rev. Mr. John Thomas, my late assistant, |
came from England.

By this gentleman's departure, the service of the
Church in Philadelphia entirely devolved upon myself |
in all its parts, so that I was obliged to an uncommon |
application and labour in the supply of my cure in all |
its branches,

While Mr. Thomas continned in Philadelphia, we‘;
had an evening lecture twice every month, one prepa-
ratory to the holy Sacrament, the last Sunday of the |
month; the other to a society of young men, that met |
together every Lord's day, after evening prayer, to |
read the Scripture, and sing psalms, and 1 being !
always present at those meetings, unless hind'red by
the public service, or by visiting persons in violent
sickness, or calamitous circumstances, read some select
prayers out of the public liturgy of the Church, always
beginning with this collect, ** Prevent us, O Lord, in
all our doings,” &e., and concluding with the benedic-
tion, carried them with me to the Church, where Mr.
Thomas read, and I preached upon subjects suitable
to the occasion. Particularly T insisted upon those
texts, “Rejoice, O young man,” &c., “Wherewithal
shall a young man,” &e. And we discovered a visible
benefit by our evening lectures, for those Quakers that
durst pot appear in the day at the publick service of
the Church, for fear of disobliging their parents or
masters, would stand under the Church windows at
night, till many of them plucked up so much courage
as to come to the Church itself, and at last, by the
blessing of God upon the Word preach’d, subwitted
to the holy ordinance of baptism, and continue stedfast
in the Church of England.

And here, after what I have said concerning the
benefit of those monthly evening lectures, and the
number of converts, and the extent of my district, and
the great work that, in all respects, lies on my hands,
it might be expected that I should say something
concerning the necessity and usefulness of an assistant
to me in the discharge of my duty. Bus when I
consider the dangers that may arise from having two
ministers in one church, especially where there is not
a Bishop, where both parties may speedily resort and
be concluded by; and how apt some young Missiona-
ries are to tun into parties, and to vie with those to
whom they should on all accounts pay a just regard
and deference, of which there has been a late unbappy
instance in those parts.

For the peace and unity of my Church is too

1

| valuable a blessing to be easily or slightly parted with;

and if divisions of this kind should happen, (which
may easily enou%h fall out, in a Church where all its
ministers are yet upon a level, and not the least show
or shadow of authority to restrain or keep them within
bounds), how inconsiderable would all those other
advantages be, that may be reaped from an assistant,
though he preach’d and acquitted himself like an
angel in all the othet parts of his functions.

As for the number of adult persons and children
that I baptized during my mission, I state them, by a
modest computation, to amount to 750, or rather 800,
in Philadelphia, and in all the fore-named parts.

The Welsh at Radnor and Metioneth, in the
provinee of Pensylvania, have addressed my Lord of
Lor}dfm (having a hundred hands to their petition) for
a minister to be settled amongst them, that understands
the British language, there being many ancient people
among those inhabitants that do not understand the
English; and could a sober and discreet person be
procured to undertake that mission, he might be
capable, by the blessing of God, to bring in a plentiful
harvest of Welsh Quakers, that were originally bred
in the Church of Eungland, but were unhappily
perverted before any minister in holy orders, that
could preach to them in their own language, wus sent
But I believe they are not irre-
coverable, had they an itinerant Missionary who would
use aPPH'Cation and diligence to reduce them to the
communion of the Church.

There is another Welsh settlement, called Mont-
gomery, in the county of Philadelphia, twenty miles
distant from the city, where there are considerable
numbers of Welsh people, formerly, in their natiye
country, of the communion of the Church of England;
but about the year 1698, two years before my arrival
in that country, most of them joiued with the Quakers
—but by God’s blessing some of them were reduced,
and I have baptized their children, and preached often
to them, especially while my late .assistant, Mr.
Thomas, continued with me.

I visited them since, and prevailed upon them to
meet every Lord's day, about forty in number, where
one that can understand the language well, aud is a
sober discreet man, reads the prayers of the Church

| several bishopries in their dominvions in that part of
i

of the true religion in America. '

The Spaniards were, in the beginning of their |
settlements in these Iudies, sensible of this disadvan- |
tuge, and therefore they wiscly remedied any incon- |
veniences that might happen on this score, by ereeting |

the world; and why we should not copy after them,
especially in so useful and necessary a puiun I do ot '|

gitiations are dazzled with, it is absolutely impossible
we should not pay more for our share of vanity (for sd
the wise man found every thing in this world to be,)
than it is worth. How few are there but what are
tenipted, in some respect or other; to use unlawful
means to attain their ends? and of such as confing

f themselves to right and justifiable ways; how few aré

there that do vot esceed in the nicasure and propor:

understand, since what is good for them in this respect | tion of them? Application to business, assidaity in

cannot be bad for us, Flus est et ab hoste docert.

and conduct on this occasion ; and though we had no
such instance or example to direct or influence in an
affair of this kind, yet the evident necessity of the
thing itself loudly calls for supply and relief.

1 will only mention a few things which point at this |
defect, and then the venerable Socicty will judge
whether the English Americans have not reason to
press for, and demaund the constant residence of a
Bishop among them.

I take it for granted that the ends of the mission
can never be rightly answered without establishing the
di-cipline as well as the doctrine of the Church of
England in those parts, for the one is a fortress and
bulvark of defence to the other, and when cnce the
outworksofreligion come to be slighted and dismantled,
it is easy to foresee, without the spirit of prophecy,
what the consequences will be.

1s!, As to aready and constant supply of Ministers
or Missionaries, (which is of the last consequence to
the well-being of the American Churches), this can
never be hoped for without a resident bishop among
them, to whom, upon the death, or notorious and
scandalous immorality of any clergyman, application
may in a little time be made, and the wauts of each
care may be supply’d by his ordaining such persons as
-shall be found capable of labouring in God’s vineyard.
Such, I presume, a resident Bishop would seldom or
never want there. For to establish a bishoprie would
be in effect the establishing a college in those parts, or
at least it would draw many of our young students
thither from Great Britain and Ireland, in hopes both
of ordination and preferment; whereas, by sending to
Great Britain, a vast deal of time is lost, nor can the
true state of ecclesiastical things, or persons, be ever
so well known as by a Bishop who lives upon the spot,
and who consequently can best sce into all the several
causes and springs of things.

2ndly, A Bishop is absolutely necessary to preside
over the American clergy, and to oblige thiem to do
their duty, #nd to live in peace and unity one with the
other. The missionaries of America are like other
men, and they may some times fall out and differ
among themselves, and give great offence, through
their unnecessary heats and animosities, to the people.
The contention between Paul and Barnabas was so
sharp, and grew so high, that they fell out and parted
upon it; and can we think that the American Mis-
sionaries are better armed, or less exposed to accidents
of this kind, than those two great and holy men were,

And if this should be the case of the English
Missionaries, as it has sometimes been, how fatal must
the consequences of such an unhappy strife and
contention be, where there is no superior to control
them, or to take a cognizance of any affair of this kind
into his hands; religion in this case must bleed and
fall a victim to the factious and unruly humours of a
few turbulent and indiscreet petsons. Nor indeed,
humanly speaking, is it possible it should be otherwise.
When there was no king in Israel, the children of Israel
did that which was right in their own éyes{ and can
it be expected that it will be otherwise with the clergy
of America, where there is no Bishop to put a stop to
their carcer, or to keep them within those bounds of
decency, respect, and mutual forbearance, which they
somuch owe one to another. Wheresoever presbytery
is established, there they have the face and appearance
of an ecclesiastical jurisdiction and authority, after
their way, to resort to upon all occasions.  But our
clergy in America are left naked and destitute of any
advantage of this kind, and exposed to the mercy and
conduct of their own very often unreasonable passions
and appetites, which are by many degrees the worst
masters they can truckle under.

I will only, in the third place, mention the disad-
vantages the laity lye under for want of a Bishop, and
put an end to this memorial.

The minister's subsistence and livelyhood being, in
all places in America, more ot less depending upon
the bounty of the people, by contributions and acts of
assembly, it is a difficult matter for them, without the
countenance and authority of a Bishop, to put a stop
to the prophaneness and immorality of their several
parishioners; for to touch the more topping and
considerable men of them, either in publick or private,
is to draw the fory of the whole congregation upon
the missionary, and to deprive himself of that salary
and maintenance which he has from them.

It were to be wished that the clergy’s salaries and
maintenance in Ameriea were settled and adjusted by
act of parliament in Great Britain, and then they would
be more bold and resolute in doing their duty; but as
bad as things are in this respect, yet a Bishop would,
to a great degree, remedy all inconveniences of this
kind; for if the Missionary either could not, or durst
not, do his duty, then the Bishop would, and the laity

every Lord’s day, the proper psalms and lessons,

regard to their spiritual guides, and then they would

} attendance where our interest requires, a care to re-
It can be no shame for us to imitate their prudence

commend ourselves by all honest and manly arts, withi
out affectation or meanuess of spirit, are in the number
of those methods a man may take to gaiu his poing
without blushing; but if he have not a very watchfal
eye upon himself, his desires will insensibly improve
into passions, his moderate endeavours into labour and
toil, and the conclusion will at last be vexation of spi.
rit.  The conveniences of life are not many § the ne-
cessaries come within mueh less room, and it is every
.man’s dury to endeavour to obtain themj yet evert
here solicitude and auxiety are forbidden there must
be a quict resignation to the will of heaven, how for-
lorn soever our condition be, with this assurance, that
God who has given lite, will; i’ he sce good, give the
‘means to support it. ¢ ;

Now if we consider how successfully ill arts are
used, and how frequently good are misapplied, we shall
easily discern the disadvantages with which a poof
Chiristian struggles for his shiare of this world; whilst
others take a liberty of using all means to obtain what
he must not so much as desive with eageruess, or en-
deavour to get but by the strict rules of justice. But
let him know, for his comfort; there is an happiness
hereafter, truly and properly so called, without end
and without defect, and to this his principles natu-
rally conduct him.

The uncertainty and insufficieticy of all things here
below, the troubles and difficulties that are insepara.
ble even from the honest purguit of themy the mighty
disappointment a warm imagination discovers in the
enjoyment, together with the mutable condition of af-
fairs, and the vexation that attends the loss of any
thing we value, is cnough to make a wise man sick of
this world, though he bhad not the Christian’s expecta:
tion of a better.  But how is his indifferenee towards
it, nay, his contempt of it, heightened, when he reflects
upon that happy place which is the object of his hope !
There he shall be divested of all frailty, and thete per-
fection reigns : there all his doubtful conjectures will
be improved into science; and his capacity enlarged to
a satisfactory comprehension of the greatest uiysteries
of revelation ; there the joys are pure and refiued, and
will transcend the imagination without palling the gp-
petite ; there the face of God will always appear, and
the lustre exceed without dazzlingour faculties; there
in short, the joys are such as we can ouly say, in gene-
ral, are infinite ; they shall never abate either in their
relish or duzation.  But to be more particular is not
allowed in this state of imperfeetion : and perhaps the
reason why God revealed so little to us coucerning this
future state is because he knows our nature not capable
of receiving a fuller informationj for 8t. Paul, who
was once admitted upon the confines of this region of
eternity, could yet only tell us in negative terms, that
the delights there were such as ® eye had not seen, tor
ear heard; neither had it entered into the heart of man
to coneeive ;' a deseription abundantly sufficient to
excite our curiosity, though not inform it ; and should
methioks, provoke the utmost of our industry to get
to a place, where the things we look for are so extra-
ordinary, where the gratification will be eomplete, #nd
the painful access rewarded with an eternity of ease
and quiet.  T'o fitand qualify us for thisis the business
of Christianity. ~ All those virtues that are recom-
mended to us have a natural tendency to raise ot
thoughts, to quicken our intellectual faculties, to make
us sit loose from the world, and, as St. Paul expresses
it, *“to have our conversation in heaven'’ whilst we
live upon earth: and whoever by a constant and
habitual practice of piety and virtue has arrived at
this, will easily discern, that whilst a man has his éye
upon this recompense of reward, he may not only with
patience sustain, but even with joy and comfort reflect
upon, all the disappointments and eross accidents of
this life, which sensual men sink under; be will be
convinced, that “the light afflictions of this life, whicli
are baut for a moment, will work for him a far wore
exceeding and éternal weight of glory.” &

The miseries of this world (if it be fit for a Chris-
tian to call them so) are of two sorts; either such as
Providence seems more particularly to have an hand
in, as pain, sickness, loss of -friends and relatious,
together with all casual impair in our fortunes, and
| that part we bear in public calamities, as members of
the same body, though they may not aetually affect
our persons; or else such as proceed from the malice
of ill men, the chief whereof are, invading our estates
by fraud and rapine, exposing our reputations by
calumny and slander, or doing violenee to our persons
by force and cruelty. Now when any of these beful a
wicked man, his ease is desperate: he had fixed his
beart upon temporal happiness, and sees himself
bereft of it; he would fain find relief, but knows not
where to address for it; aud, which is worst of all,
\ his present condition is uneasy, yet he has no prospect.

of a better. “Howl, therefore, O wicked man! Tas
ment and mourn, for thy destruction shall come sud-

would be, in a little time, brought to pay a greater | denly, as pain upon a woman in travail: thou shalt

call, but the Lord will not answer; and thbugb others




