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Editorial Motes.

THE introduction of the revolutionary
system of Parish Councils in England is
likely to have considerable effect upon the
standing and influence of the village
schoolmaster. Many schoolmasters have
been elected to these councils, and in not
a few cases the teacher has been made
chairman of the council for the coming
year. This.is truly a sign of the times in
England.

AMONG the words which are in danger
just now of being greatly overworked is
““stated.” In both our newspapers and
our correspondence we observe that a
speaker rarely says anything nowadays.
He almost invariably’ states it. It is no
doubt very well to state the conditions of
a problem, or the facts touching a formal
investigation, or even the points in a con-
troversy ; but to state what proves to be
merely a few after-dinner remarks, or an
" anecdote or pleasantry, or a bit of rumor
or -gossip, seems to be taking.alto‘gether
too much trouble about a trifling matter.
Why not say or tell the thing in the
simple, old-fashioned way that was good
enough for our grandfathers ?

THE baseball and football crazes in the
schools of the United States seem likely
to be followed, or, perhaps, only supple-

mented, by a craze for military drill.
Even the churches are organizing their
cadets, and drilling them with arms in
their hands. We read of one band which,
under the auspices of a wealthy church,
is made enthusiastic and enviable by
being enabled to drill with rifles which
were in actual use on the battlefield dur-
ing the fratricidal war of the rebellion,
and which still, it may be supposed, bear
the dints and stains received in battle.
The newspapers are divided on the ques-
tion, but, so far as we are able to judge,
those in favor of creating a nation with
the training and impulses of soldiers are
in the majority. No doubt the same
question will come to the front in Can-
ada. In fact, the drill itself is already
here. It is highly approved by some, not
only as a means of teaching what is called
“ patriotism,” but on account of its sup-
posed hygienic and physical-culture ef-
fects. No doubt a certain amount of
drill in.posture and carriage is desirable
and beneficial. But we are persuaded
that what Inspector Dearness has said of
gymnastics will apply with equal truth
and force here : ‘ Cheerful, spontaneous
play is better for heart and stomach.”

Less than two months ago a truth-
loving woman took charge of a school no-
torious for its rudeness and untruth. The
other day a boy came to her of his own
accord and confessed to the breaking of a
window glass, saying, “ I am not going to
sneak.” That boy was among the oldest
in falsehood at the beginning of the term.
In so short a time it has become a matter
of pride and honor with those pupils to
speak the truth.—Exchange.

According to the prevalent idea, at
least in many circles, what was needed in
that school was a burly man, capable of
wielding rod or ferule with a strong hand.
Can any thoughtful person really doubt
which was the more effective way?
Under the régime of sympathetic moral
influence a change was wrought in the
ideas and the ideals—the very character
of the boys. If the régime were con-
tinued for a reasonable time, there would
be every reason to hope that many of
themn would grow up honorable and high-
minded men. Under the rule of force

——

and fear, the outward manifestations of
boyish depravity might be checked while
the lads were under observation, or liable
to be found out in falsehood and wrong-
doing, but these characteristics would be
pretty sure to break out with renewed
force whenever the restraints were re-
moved.

IN the “ Contributors’ Department”
of this number will be found an article
dealing in a strong and trenchant manner
with the present troubles in the Univer-
sity of Toronto. While we do not hold
ourselves responsible for the opinions of
contributors or correspondents, we may
say that the writer of the article referred
to is an honour graduate of the Univer-
sity, and is in other respects highly quali-

fied to pronounce an opinion upon the
question. While we cannot agree with him
at all points, we find it hard, as will, we
think, most of our readers who have fol-
lowed the course of events up to date, to
resist his counclusion that there must be
some very serious cause for the intense
and almost universal dissatisfaction of
the students- with the internal manage-
ment of the institution, and specially
with the mode of making appointments
to the staff, which has been followed
during the last few years, and its results.
We may observe,-however, that we are’
quite unable to concur with our con-
tributor, either in his implied defence of
Mr. Mulock, whose course, in the matter
referred to, was, in our opinion—which
we no doubt expressed at the time—ex-
tremely reprehensible ; or in his censure
of the University authorities for the dis-
missal of Professor Dale. No matter how
good may have been that gentleman’s
motives, or how well grounded his strict-
ures upon the management of the institu-
tion, and the incapacity of his associates
on the professorial staff, the impossibility
of retaining upon that staff one who not
only -held such opinions of his fellow-
professors, but had expressed them in the
bluntest fashion in the public press, seems
to us obvious. Perhapssuspension would
have been fairer, pending the investiga-
tion which, it was evident, must follow, and
which the Government has now an-
nounced its intention of holding by means
of a commission, to be named shortly.
Of course, “X.Y.Z.'s” communication
was written and sent to the printers before
the writer knew that the students had
returned to classes, and that the investi-
gation had been promised by the Minister
of Education.




