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fhoals of Hatteray,in North: Carolina. the
extreme point of which lies in lat, 349 50.
~QOn thefe thoals (which are but of finall

‘extent, and are every year becoming lefy) -

18 in general from twelve to fifteen feer of
water. When you are outfide of them, in
fifteen fathom water, and can jufl difcern
the cape, from the maft head of a floop or
fchooner, you may confider yourfelf as
eatering the gulph, as you prefently after
lofe foundings * The immente force of the
ftream being here s little interrupted, evi-
_-dently alters its diredion about one point
and a half mose to the eafiward- than be-
fore.
" 3. In the language of poetry, the whole.
clufterof the Bahama iflands might be in-"
dividually denominated thé dauzhiers of
the gulph, as they clearly demonfirate
their defcent by the recent appearance of
the foil ; being nothing but fand forced up
from the bottom of the ocean, and but of
yefterday, in comparifon to the greater
‘part of the continent, and the iflands of
the Charrihees. - The vegetation upon moft

_ of them: feems alfo to be but newly acqui.

, Ted, and the foil in general is as bare as
the fea thore jefelf, -, - . ! '
4. ‘The whole coaft "of North America
has evidently been formed by the courfe
of the eulph fiream. It'is, for the mott
parallel therero i and to the weflward of
_ir, is a conftant eddy, fetting to the fouth-
weltivard—at leaft when,out of the draft
. of the-ebb and flood tides of the larger in-
leese - oo 0
g« A long fucceflion of fouth wefterly
winds fpreads the current of. the gulph in
"fuch.a manner as, in ‘the feaman's phrafe,
- to killit, or wegaken'it to fuch a degree,
as fearcely to’be felt.’ On the contrary, a
prevaience of north.eafterly galés narrows
“itin many miles, and, firange as it may’
fcem, it runs with.a greater degree of ra-
- "pidity” at ‘thefe times, than any other,

- Like an angry man, of powerful nerves, it

cannot bear the Jeatt oppofition, but fwells
_into rage,! becomes dreadfully hellow, and
. particularly dangerous to veffels with fingle.
. decks-and deep waifls. ‘ .
" g There-is no method more certain of
knowing wheén you are in the gelph, than
by the fudden change of the temperature

of ' the, atmofphere.—While you arc od ~

. foundingsy though éver fo deep, there is-z
““goolnefs.and fpringingfs.in the air, which
T is loftimmuediately upon your entering the

. edge of the gulph, 'The coldeft florms at- -
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_carried them wpwas

midwinter, are here divefled of their frofty -
particles. If you have ice upon your
decks, it immediately ‘thaws; a fleepy
languor attacks the human frame ; the air
in the cabin and hold becomes {uffocating ;
the water of the fea is, to thelfeeling, as
though it had been boiled, and t awhile
to cool, until luke.warm ; the. colour
of the ocean, through 'the. rudder cafe,
is (apparently) ‘of a decp indigo. blue;
whereas upon foundings, it has ever more
or lefs of a greenifh tinge, and to the eafk-
ward of the gulph is of 2 fine' fky blue.
At the famy time, what is very remaska-
ble, if you take up a glafs of this water, it

s as clear as any you can poflibly imagine,

and precifely, the fame with that in the

. main accan, in point of colour,

7. It is extremely probably that the
gulph fiream is the deepeft part of the At
lantic ; ‘and, could the whole bottom of the
ocean be laid dry, the former courfe of
the guiph would exhibit the appearance of
a vaft valley or ditch, wathed out by-the .
prodigious force of the current.

8. The Nantucket fhoals ar¢ undoubted-
Iy another excrefcence of the gulph, The
famé¢_ may be faid of thofe fubmarine
mountains, the banks of Newfoundland,
Thefe, with the iflz-of Sable, and its Cur-
rounding fheals, form the. firft barrier of
confequence, to check the farther progrefs
of the {tream to the nortliealtward, Beo
ing -cffeftually arrefted in thofe paits, it
turns off in an eailerly dire@ion, gradually
inclining to the fouth eattward, untilics
fentible firength is entirely logt, o

9. An abundance of the gulph weed is
no infallible fign of your being. in the
Relying upon the friquent ap-
pearance of the gulph weed has ofien de-
ceived inexperienced® navigators in this
refpe. " It muft bs conceived, hpwever,
that in the fumrener feafon and good wea.
ther, greater guarntities of the weed will be
found in the caflern and weltern edges of -

; the gulph-than'in other places. .

10. The firength of the ftream (as was
befcfe obferved) is very ynequal. Its ge-

‘neral progrefs is from 1l to 5 knots par

hour.  But vefiels feering E. N, E. thro®

- the gulph, with the wind at north, have .

been kdown' to make 120 miiles difference
of latityde in 54 haurs ; which fhows that
the currentalone muft at fuch times have

rds of four miles an
bour, to the northward, S
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