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IN THE BALANCE.

Thi. oul'adventure lever lidworth relating (said my frienPhlp Hoiman) occurred one night during a journey fro
Nev YoTk te a point a fev mbles north.

Tii.canga vsger. jutcofortab fali, lte coach I enteredoavlng a ougle vacant seat as elil as a few containing only
eoccupant each. 1 establiuled myself comfortably n thevacant seat, close by the window, and, as the train movedsiovi>' hrough the depot, vatched the vanishlnglghts sud

passengers walting for other traie. Whie tinshingaged my
attention was arrested by a man rushIng hastîl frei a litte
crowd near the ticket office. He ran toward lie car I led
taken, and in another moment entered. Hie appearance wa
striklng. He was of large, commanding stature, arli a fui
black beard. Bis fac. vasexpressiveud Intelligent, sud
would have been noble but for a pecullar lnok aboutglie eyes
which moved about restlesl> sud vith a nervous alertes.
Having closed the car door he hesitated, roked backerIifelu
anxiety, and then peered Intentl out of the vindov for a
moment. Pinally he walked forward as if ore mental que .
tion had been decided, sud stopped by in>ide.

"Ia this seat occupledsatl»h. Inquired courteousi> .
diNo, air," I replied, and made ronq for hlm.
' olcame near missing the train," h. sald, after being seated.' Yen haven't notlced a email man vlth Iron-gra>' viukers

and dark clothes aboard, have yomn a?"
"No," I answered. "Were you looking for afriend?"
"A friend ?I" ho echoed absentl sd ra heufrithanima-

tion, "Oh, no-by no meaus-not at al." tHn ound up hie
emphatic denial with a short laugh. "It's&lod right1I" h.
finally explained.

." Rather an eccentrie character," I thhougt.
For ome moments -sur journ' vasopuruuedlusilence,

when my compaion abrupt' tned W pmesud insidlnc a
tone of confidence:

"eFor years I have been studying eueeof the ment glgantic
problems that has everoccupied the h an mind." i

"Ah 1'1 I said, not knowing what else to s.
" They say the British Government has a standing y ff. r of

ten thousand pounds as a reward for isM solution. D e obe-
lieve ith?"n D

"To what problem do you refer ? " I inuired." Oh, pardon me? Perpetual motion-that grand desidera-tum of all inventore, scholars, and thinkers."
tI1haveeo eard some lng of such an offer, but scarcely credittho stor>'."
"And why ? " h. demanded.
"BecausIe Itis a geneally .accepled concIn'iou amomg Intel-

ligent people that there cau be ne such thing as perpetual
motion. Au ofnfet vîthout a cause is au anomaly which noamount of Inventive goulue cen evercome."1

"cMy dear sir," he said earnesty, "yen have beeà mposedupon by the old sophism. How angular are the deiuelonuthat logic creates 1 Reason, that great attribute of man, canprove lies to b. true, and cause people to den facts sud dingto error. It can and does deceive, delude, sud degrade, vien
It ought to enlighten and elevate. And, air, nl' eaI eowng te
the hopeless Imbecility of Is recognised expo ,ot"In

"IYou are rather sweeping lu your denncitiont, auggot.
ed, with a smile and a curions look rthin

"I know I am," ho responded loftily. "But If I am a een-tury ln advance of the age, I am no to blane for IL eny
theories will ln time be accepted as immutable a. But
bonefactors of the race soeldoin lvto o meebtefruits of their
work. I am content; I can endure the porecutions I have
been subjected o. I do not murmur. 'Whatevrclu i h.'

"And on the other hand," I aid, lit>' e ig
whether he meant to be facetioa or ne, hatever knot, le
vrong,' I suppose."

"ICertainly; you have hit 1it" ho replied, gravel>.
I began to suspect that my felov-traveer as net exact

what la termd "round luthe uppo rter."A notearchilg
glance into hiu face shoved thpatper vasuoearnetardhilg
eyes began to glîter viti excitement. If ho vas a mono-maniao I lieuglit It bost net tW do anythlug te arouse hlm onhis particular hobby, ad seoI1endeavoumed ,t the subjectof perpetual motion drop, but hevas bout on puruing il.ciThis perpetual.motion problein," ho reenrned, "l asII
know, received ridicule at the hands of ,a, but IlIo, neyer-
tieieua fact-..am oxluence-that buaunsyet beeu nndeveloped.
And, ir,"-he spoke lu a 1ev, mysterie toe- hI las beenreuerved fer me t astound the world by making the principleapparent sud useful."1

"Possible 1".
"Net oui>' possle, but true. Iuee o yn are Incredulous,

but I do not blame yo.b Y lok like a in of Intelligence-ln fact hre la something in your eye that leade me to be.leve yen rethIe poreon I have beenlooking for so long."ilOh, n-» I 1began.
"Don't be modest about It, sir. If It lu an unlooked-for

honour, It la also destiny, and destiny cannot bu resisted. Theconviction grows upon me every moment that yoa are the
"But I ek uothing of the subject. I have never lookedInto it. I could not even give you the naine of a single oneof lie int di thave faled, after years of labour and lives ofstudy, Wo discover lie secret."
" So muchi the botter for that, sir. Yen aro net burdened

wîih prejudices nom laden withi arguments against it. Yen are
on W dconviction, u are n steeped lu bigoîry' that yoen

r ih d do > vetm gt b p l yl proven te yen. A rn I n t

"I don't kuv u yen ar, agi
"0Of course Iw bua yuarnauhe.

"Iwie," he added, ioweng is voice almost ho a wiper,lIIIcould prevail ou yen to acoompany' me to-ulit to m>'vorkshep, vwhere I have, after arduous til sud intense mental
abr aconheidleng-lookedfor eeut.Acomnpished

sud when lts aingle vant la supplied the. consnmmation wiliibe rnown to the world as the grandest achievement of the

.-You mna>' b. assnred," I repled, " that I feel deeply' inter-
etd in oeur Invntion -"'

"YeB," h ermupted, with a nodl of approbation.
"BuI annot go vwi yen to-night. Soume other lime per-

the ho e>' nofe mie ag sdyour chance for a ahane la

"Oh I caim no .har.of the honour. Wait until theon
thing Lacking is suppliedpand then take all the credit and
profit to yourelf."

a Aye, the one thing lacking: there'ls the rb. It is some
thing very difficult to mecure."

"May I ask whatlIt li?"I
"I would boa fool to tell you, md thus reveal a secret tha

would enable otherm to supplaut me. But 1 might do it if you
would manifemt confidence and intereet enough to go with me

5 and witnesa the invention. Thon you would comprehend mywant and perhaps be willing to supply it.:'
«No, no," I rejoined hastily ; "I credit mymelf with no such

capability. You must seek assistance elsewhere. I have no
attention to spare from my business now."»

I was growing somewhat uneasy at my companton's trange
talk and pertinacity, and wished to rid myself of him. To have
a monomaniac tackle himmelf to you lm by no means a com-
fortable situation, and I determined to repel, if possible, any
further advances from him.

He sighed at my last words, and said resignedly: "Well, I
will not press yon. You are cruelly indifferent, though, in re-
gard to a matter of such vital importance. It ls so with then

After this ho relapmed into silence, but seemed ill at ease,
iooking hither and thither, and frequently half rieing in hi.
"eat.

Finally, as an excuse to leave him presence, I said I belleved
I would take a little tresh air, and stepped out on the platform
of the car. This proved to be an unfortunate move. The train
was moving rapidly, and, yielding to the fascination of gasingat the swiftly shifting scenery, illumined by the pale beams
of the moon, I lit a cigar and remained in my position for some
time.

Suddenly I became aware that somebody was standing be.hind me. I turned and beheld, with some consternation, myperpetual-motion friend. He must have opened and closed
the car-door very milently, for I had not heard his approach.

" I thought I would take the fresh air, too," ho said with a
peculiar mmile. "I can circumvent anybody who stanls in my
way ; yes, anybody-no matter who 1 " This was said with ton-
siderable vehemence. Thon, with an air of suavity, ho re-
marked: "There le something very exhilarating ln standinghere ln the breeze, in listening to the rumbling of the noisywheels, almost under one's feet, and gasing at the fying land-
cape and moving lghtm in distant houses. Do you not think

I replied that I did. He came clouer and bent over me, himgtrange black eyes glittering ln the moonlight. My position
was anything but a comfortable one. I was on one of the
steps, and he immediately above me, so that I could not as-
coud to the car doora ithut reqnestig hlm W s move. Thîs I
dld not vish to do abruptiy, for If heovas of unsound mmd
any appearance of uneasineus or distrut on mv part mightcause him to indulge in some violent freak. I therefore feigned
W selwcome hie presence, though in fact I heartily wished my-
self back lu th. car.

He drew closer to me, and said:
II have concluded to give you a description of my per-

petual-motion machine, or somehow I have taken a singular
fancy to you, and believe I can trust you."

IDon't be too sure of that," I rejoined,jocosely; "Imay
prove a wolf in sheep's clpthing, and b.tray your confidence."

I am not afraid,' h. replied; "I am too good a physlog-nomist to be thus imposed upon. But we trifle. To come at
once to the point, my workshop la' n:>t a great distance from
here. A road just on the outski rts of the next station leads
to It. As soon as the train arrives within a mile of Its stop-plng place I shall jump off and repair directly to the spot. I
have already lost much time by an unavoldable absence and
muet make all haste to resume my task."

"You would not jump off while the train i in motion?"
SYes; there la no danger."
Pardon me; the practice Is a very dangerous one, and has

frequently resulted in lois of life."
" Do not contradict me i I shall jump off and so muet you 1"
o1 shall not," I replied, "and I beg of you not to risk your

ovu life."1
" Bah i Its no risk at all, I tell yon. I'd willingly try it

nov, fut as we're gotng 1"I
I did not reply t hlm last remark, but started to rise, saying :

id"I belleve I viigo lu the car again."
But aqand vas laid heavily on my shoulder vlth a nervous

strength, againet vhich resîstanco vouîd have beou futile.
My strange acquaintauce enid :

"No you dout-I'rm not through with you yet."
"Let me pass 1" I exclaimed angrily.

Is@halltnot 1 you areothema
41 shah cali on the brakeran the.next time he stepsmout.

Yen are taiing an unvarrantable liberty."
" If you say a word to the brakeman I will push yon off."
" Come-this le no time or place for jesting. I wih to enter

the. car."
h And I wlsh you to remain here. As for jesting, nothing

was ever further from my thought."g
I was now fairly alarmed. The man was undoubtedly alunatic. And he had me at un advantage, for, ln our relative

positions, he could easily launch me Into eternity by an ener-
getic puah. rIaw that the assumption of defance was of no
avail, and abandoned it at once for fearof provoking him to an
Immediate fuliniont of hie threat. He still retained hie hold

" Oh, well," I sid, " I'm not particular. But please finish
your business vith me, sud thon aliow me Wo return."

" My business vith yen cannot be fished here," h. nid,
gravely. " I vas about to repeat that yen are the man dem-
tined to asit me lu the. great consummation of mny life-vork.
And I must net loose sight of yen, nor permit yen to emcape.I remarked, as yen viil recollect, that only ene thing vas
needed to complote my> invention. I vill nov teli you vhat
it lu. To begin vithi. Miy perpetual-motion machine ls Bp-.

paruty nethln more or bea th an ordnr'looking vhoel

lies the. secret. Tii. vheel is filld vith a fiuid mo closelyrememblng blood that nothing but the most skifui and ex-
haus tv chemical tet en decry any dfrnoe. Tis ftuld

revoiling for a loag timne, through the agenoies of momentum
sud gravity ; but at the. end of B certain period lie rovolutions
alacken, and flnailly stop altogethier.

UNov allia lhai necesmary to keep it going perpetualis la a
"orribe 1 I eearm. vit a mhdde4fr lie hissed his

e words out sharply and eagerly. "But lu what way can I sup-
d ply suc a want ? "

"ls it difficult to imagine7 He tared down upon me
- with deadly purpose gleaming from his eyes.

A frightful suspicion dawned upon me. "Can it be possi-
ble---"

t " Yes, yes I" he interrupted. " You divine. my purpose
a readily. I want Wo cut your hoart out, and, while It ls still
e throbbing, seize It and thrust it in the hollow hub of the
Fwheel? I"

" But that would be murder," I exclaimed-" cold-blooded,
i premeditated murder.

" There, agaiu, liowhere you jump at conclusions," he said,with au air of bland superiority. "fThere would be no murder
D about it. I should replace your hoart instantly with one taken
3 from a living sheep, and so quickly and skilfully would I per-

form the operation that you would lose lss than a pint of
r blood."

" But yon vould not do this without my consent?"
" With your consent If possible; without it If necessary."
I offer no apology for being alarmed-for arguing with him

seriouly. I was lu his power. He eyed me vigliantly, andlevity or defiance on my part would probably have exasperated
hi poor disorderly brain. I made a suggestion:

" Why not place the sheep's heart lu the hub? Would not
tiaI do ai veli ?"I
t "No; It must be a human heart. Brutes have Instinct, as

Syeu know, but human beings only have reason and creative
desires. The motive principie which we call mind permeates
the blood and endues the human heart with a certain propel.
ling energy that lu necessary for my purpose. Do you know"-
ho lowered his voice to a solemn whisper-" that I sometimes
think my machine will posses conscience and will ? Does It
not look reasonable ? But of course that la ouly a matter of
conjecture as yet. There will be time enough to consider it
when the firet object is accompliened."

There was no disguising the fact that ome desperate resort
-- ome stroke of strategy-was necessary to defeat my de-
mented companion. Jlis whole manner proclaimed that he
was terribly in earnemt, and the gleam of hi eyes revealed
unmistakably that he would execute immediate vengeance
should I attempt to force my way into the car or summon
assistance. Of course he was incapable of cousidering the
consequences to himself. I endeavoured in vain to hit uponmôme plan to outwit him or divert him mind from its purpose.
We were both ilent for a short tue, when suddenly an idea
struck me Said I:

f Why not have your own heart out out instead of mine and
placed in the wheel? Its supplyof nerve power mut be much
greater, and all its energies tend in the desired direction.
Surely it would be much more effective for your purpose than
mine.",

" Yes, you are right," he conceded; " but there are dLfioul-
ties In the way. Virt, It would be almost impossible to ud
a skilled surgeon willing toperform the operation. And again,I was once botrayed by one who made the same proposition
that you have. I lay down with my brest bared, ready forhim to remove my heart, when h. suddenly slipped a pair of
handcuffs on my wrimts and bound my legs together. He then
carried me off, and from him and him hirelings I suffered va-
rious indignities. However, that le neither hore nor there. I
am out of hi clutches now, and am not to be lposed upon
again ln the same way. Pardôn me for doubting your sincer-
ity, but I have learned to be on my guard. No ; youmust be
the victim this time, and I the opirator. Ah i we are almost
there. I think it best that we jump off about a mle this side
of the station, as it le necemsary that our operations be carried
on secretly. About sixty rode further on you se. a large hay.stack close by the aide of the road. Just this side of it we
wiil make the leap, and then we will have a walk of three or
four miles acrose the country." %

" I tell you I do not wish to jump off. Wait till we get to
the station, and I will walk back -with you."

"NO; there are spies there whom I wish to avoid. Get
ready."

" Wait!1 You jump off, and I will ride on and walk back to
jota yen."9

e Nthat would be wasting time, and we've none tolose.
Aeyen roady?1 We are almout them. 1"II made ne reply, but tumned suddely and endeavoured to

graip one of his legs and throw him down. But he was te
quick for me. He seiad me by theo ollar, lifted me up viti
apparent eue, and lien ciasped me &round the. body, firmi>'holding both of my arma to my sides. His strength was pro-
diglone.

The engine whistled before the train began to slacken Its
speed. A brakem4n came eut of the.car. I shiouted for help.

But my capter made the. ieap, carrYlt me vlth hlm. Taere
a a Violent concussion--a farful rebound, sud the unut-

torabie confusion. Was I linrt?7 Wu I killed ? Was theawful tumult In my brain caused by the fight of the spirit
fred h. body? How long would the struggle lait? What
would I see next 7,

These aud a flod of other vild questienIngu darted throngh
my brain with iuoncelvabie rapldity, heu a svlft numbaese
settled upon me, and aIl became blank.

I awoke and heard low-spoken words. After an lnstaut's
effort I recollected everything. Two mon were seated nar

at awvndov and hear tii hum of vocea outaide.cspeigi
As I opened mny eyes two mou arome and regarded me ln-

tently'. I concluded that they vere physiciane.
"Any boues broken ?" I asked.
" No," eue of thernmeplied.
" Any othier injuriesa?"
" A few brumes."
" Shall 1 try to arise ?"
" Net just yet."
"Here, taie thm," nid the. other dotos, extending a glass

I drankit ansd mat up Beyad a slight dizens xe
rleuced ne uncomfortabi ele i ng. I exprs ess Ii opno
that I vas ali right, lu vhich the doctors were disposed to

" How about the other on. ?" I asked.
" Was he a friend of yours ?"
" N, not even au acquaintance."
" Hov did yen happea to b. withi hlm ?"
I thledaltr brief>, and thon repeated my inquiry.
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