( Written for the Canadian Hlustrated News.)
CANADA’S FUTURE.

Not mine to sing of martial epizode,
Or swesp the strings with wild heroie fire.
Raising t'ward haaven the loud triumphal odo.—
A lowlier Muso attunes my hambler iyre.

Not ours the tale of strife and conquest gory,
Of deeds of valour, or of staughter dire.

Learn wu from ane.ent tays of minstrals hoary,
How to tnore peacefal fane we may aspire.

Not ours to boast in legend or tradition
f chivalrous deods of warlike days of yore :
Not vain'y vaunting a faltitled ambition,
But rather huwble that wo are nut more.

Leave we to others to record our praises,

To nur own merits still ramaining damb.
Fired by the nobler sttnulus, which raises
.20ur soaring thoughts to what wa may becows,

8till, humbly from our past experience learning.
Not untorgetful of our Nation's yeuth. i

In Lifs's great eontest stitl fresh laurels earning,
Pross forward in the cause of Good and Trath

That day by day our lives may farm a story
Fruitful in lessons. where each futurs ags
Mary trace fair footprints on the path of glory

In every line of the unsullied page.

Striving the nobler features of each Nation,
Still not to euvy but to emulate, .
Till, in Time’s fulne:s, we may win our station

In the ilius:iricus annals of the great.

Thus by achievoment, ar sublime endurins
Each stalwart son may do his earnest part
To Capada a glarious name assuring,
The Mart of Comiverce and the Home of Art.
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CURIOUS FLOWERS.

To begin with a plant brought from New Grenada, an ex-
tensive country in South America, now part of Columbia, and
which is called the Coriaria thymisniia, or Ink Plant! The
juice which is extracted from it, and which is called #enu-
chi,” is at first of a reddish tint, but in the space of a few
hours assumes & hue of the deepest black, and can be used in
its natural state without preparation. The merit of this can-
chi consists in its not affveting steel pens as the ondinary ink
does, and besides it will resist the action of time, and the
influence of chemical sgencies. During the Spanish régime,
all the public documents were written with this ink, other-
wise they would have been rendered illegible by the action of
sea-water, Some of our botanists are epgaged in the accli-
matization of thiz plant, which will cuter into crmpetition
with our own ink manufacturers. An extremely curions
flower has been recently described by an eye-witness at Con-
stantinople, at which place it is sald the vegetable treasares
of the Eastern world were first collected. This flower be-
longs to the Narcissus kind of buibs, and bears the botanical
name of Ophrys mouckhe. There were three naked dowers on
the stalk, hanging on one side; the underncath one was fad-
ing, but the othter two were in all their beauty.  They repre-
sented a perfect humming-bird. The breast, of brighit emorald
green, is & complete copy of this bied, and the thrount, bead,
beak, and eyes, are a most perfect imitation.  The hinder
part of the body, and the two outstretehed wings, are bricit
rose colour ; and the under part of the dower is of a deep
brown tint, in the foriz of a two-winged gad-tly, aud here the
seeds are found.  Aunother extraordinary plant is a native of
Sumatra, an island in the Indian Ocedan, and was discovered
in 1818 by Sir Stamford Raffles, but ix very lttle known, as it
has never been cultivated 1o any Huropean gardens, The
dimensions of this flower exceeds any that have ever been
heard of, and is truly astonishing. The whole fluwer was of
a very thick substance, the petals being one.qnarter of an
inch thick, and in sowme parts three-quarters of an inch thick.
It bad a very disagreeable smell  There were five petals,
covered with yellowish-white protuberances, which were
thick, und of a brick-red colour. Each flower measured a full
yard across; the petals being of a roundish shap:, growing
wider in the middle, and rounding off towards the top; the
base of cach petal where it joined the centre part (called the
nectarium) was about a foot across. The hotlow nectarium
held about twelve pints, and the weight of this prodigy was
fifteen pounds'! Before the fowers open they look like u
very hard cabbage. These c¢normous fowers arn what is
called parasitical, like the mistletos, growing on another
plant, which is a trailing vine, so they cover the ground and
show no leaves or stern at all.  This plant has been named
the Rafflesia Arnoldi, and there is a beautiful coloured engrav-
ing of it in the fifth part of ¢ Nature and Art”  Another im-
mense plant is the famous tropiral water-lily, named the
Victoria Regia, discovered in 1827, in the river Berbice, Sonth
America. The round light green leaves of this queen of the
water plants measure no less than six feet in diameter, and
are surrounded by an elevated rim several inches high, and
show the pale carmine-red of the under xnrface. The sweet
white blossoms, deepening juto roseate hues, are composed of
several hundred petals; and, measuring no less than fourteen
inches in diameter, they rival the proportions of its immense
leaves. One more flower, to be seen nearer home, A gentle-
man amateur floriculturist, well known in Wimbledon, has
succeeded in raizsing & new species of geraninm, and such is
its rarity that he estimates its worth at £1,060, and hopes to
make at least that sum of it. This precious plant is of a
pure white—stem, leaves, and flowers, It locks almost like
wax, and is of a bright transparency. Never was sneh a
thing heard of before, and, no doubt, if the owner i3 fortu-
vate, there will be a great demand for it—dunt Judy's
Magazine, ’

SHORT SPEECHES AND CURT CORRESPONDENCE,.

When people are driven half distracted with lang speeches
in and out of parliament, and sigh for brevity, it is delight-
fal to call up recollectiony of tha possibility of saying much
to the point in few words.  We somctimes wish that our ne-
complished legislators. would take u lesson from the first
speech of the Maori member of the New Z:aland General
Assembly : “England is & great nation,  The Maoris are a
house. Wesit here, They have pounded my cow at Wang.
uaui. 1 bave done,” - This was soffiziently brief; but per-
haps the ghortest speech ever delivered in any. legislative
chamber was that of theé membar of the ¢
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gresg, who, having got -out this seutence: * M. Spoaker, tho
generality of mankind io general are disposed. to exercise
oppression on the gonerality of mankind ‘in gouaml!"' was
pulted down to his geat by a friend, with the romark : ¢ You'd:
better stop ; you are coming out of the sams hole you woent
in at?

Daniel Webster was apt to over-indulge hime-!f at publia
dinners, but managed, when catled upom, to make u spoech—
if & brief one, At Rochester, New York, he once delighted
the company with the following: @ Men of Rochgstcr, I am
glad to see you, and I am glad to sou your noble city. Gen-
tlemen, I saw your falls, which [ am told are one hundred
and fifty feet hich That i3 a very interesting fact, Geuntle-
men, Rome had her Casar, her Scipio, her Brutns, but Rome
in her prouwdest days had never a waterfall a handrod and
fifty feet high' Gontlemen, Greeco had ber Pericles, her
Demostheans, and her Socrates, but Greece in her palmiest
days never had a waterfull a hundeed and fifty feet high.
Men of Rochester, go on! No people ever lost their Iiberties
who had a waterfall a hundred and fifty feet high! On
another oreasion Webster finished up with: @ Gentlemen,
there's the national debt—it should be paid; yes, geutlemen,
it should be paid, T pay it myself. How much is it?”
In a simiiar strain, Pegey Potts, n tish-dealer, made her debut
as a public speaker on the opening of a new fish-market at
Sunderland, and, considering all things, didl not acquit her-
self badly, for this was her speech: ¥ God bless our fisher-
men, pilots, and sailors, and when they return from the deep
waters may they reach the port in safety. God bless our
workingmen, and may they have plenty of work and good
wages to buy fish and support theic families.  God bless the
Prince of Wales and all the royal family. God save the
Queen ¢

Sir Arthor Helps somewhere suggests that clergymen
would be more successful in attacking the pockets of their
ftocks if they sent round the plates before instead of after the
serinon, with the understanding that if they gave liberally
they should be let off from the sermon altogetber, Thoe ex-
periment might be worth tryiug. although it wouid be un.
necessary if charity sermons were niodelied upon Swift's well.
known laconic appeal. A more medern instance of the eflicacy
of brevity in a good cause may be cited. M. Dupanloup, the
cloquent Bishop of Orleans, preaching in behalf of the dis-
tressed workmen of Rouen, contented himself with saying:
« This is no time for lonyg sermons, but for good works. You
are all acquainted with the calamities of those whose cause I
have come this day to plead.  Once upon a time a king,
whose name is still cherished by us, said to his compnnions-
in-arms, on whom he thought with reason he could rely:
My wood friends, | am yourking; you are Frenchmen. You-
der is the cunemy 3 Lot us march!” T will not address you in
other words to-day than these. 1 am youar bishop; you are
Christinus,  Yonder sre, not our eneimies, but our brethren
who suffer.  Let us tlee to their suceour!”  The result was
the collevtion of more than six hundred pounds.  Edwin,
a once popular Engiish actor, is credited with the authorship
of one of the briclest of sermons, his text being @ ¢ Man is
born to trouble us the sparks ly upwards.'—¢ I shall counsider
this disconurse under three heads. First, man’s ingress into
the world; secondly, man's progress through the world;
thirdly, man's egress out of the world ; and

First——Man's ingress joto the world is naked and bare,

Sccondly—His progress through the world is troable and
vare

Lastly—His «gress out of the world s nobody knows where.

If we do well here, we shall do well there;

1 can tel! you no more if I preach for a year”

The Jast time Justice Foster went the Oxford circuit he
disamissed the grand-jurymwen to their work with @ © Gentle-
men,—The weather is extremely hot; I awm very old, and you
are well nequainted with your duoty—practise it!”  Equally
curt, if not quite so courteons, was the Irixh judge, who, after
his two brethren had delivered opposite judgments at great
Penggeli, said @ % 1t i8 now my tura to declare my view of the
case, aned fortunately 1 oan be brief, I agree with my brother
J— from the ijrresistible force of wy brother B 'S argu-
ment=”  lnoun action for slaader, Justice Cresswell put the
cage to the jury in the vmphatic words : ¥ Gentlemen —Tha
defendant’s u foul-mouthed fellow,  What damiiges 7'—an
example of judicial brevity only to be matched by Baron Al-
derson’s address to a convicted prisoner who prayed that God
might strike him deagd where he stood if he were not inno-
cent. After a woment's silence, the judge sternly nod coldly
said ; ¢ Prisoner at the bar, as Providence has not interposed
in buhalf of society, the sentence of the court iz that you be
transported for the term of twenty years”  An American
judpge once intavened in an odd way to prevent a waste of
words.  Ho: was sitting in chambers, and secing, from the
piles of papers in the Jawyers’ hands that the fiest case wag
likely to be hardly contested, he asked © % What s the amount
in question *' « Two dollars” satd the plaiatiffs counsel.
<IN pay it waid the judge, handing over the money ; 4 call
the next case’  He had oot the paticnce of taciturn. Sir
William Grant, who, after listening for a couple of days to the
arguments of counsel as to the coustruction of an act, quictiy
observed when they had doue s ¥ The act is n:;u-ul-.-d.“

An inquisitive French bishop onee canglit o Tartar in the
Duke de Roquelaure.  The latter, passing in haste through
Lyon, was hailvd by the bishop with : # Hi! hi!”  The Duke
stopped.”  Where have you come from ?” inquired the pre-
late, @ Paris," said the dukse. ¢ What is there fresh in
Paris 7' 4 Green Pease” 8 But what were the people saying
when you left 27 ¥ Vespers.” ¢ Goodoess, man,” broks out
the angry questioner, ** who are you? What ate you called 3
“Ignoraont people call me Hit Hit gentlemen term me the
Duke de Ruquelanure,—Drive on, postiltion "

NOODLES,

Evervbuody kuows that a noodle is not n gem of intulligence
yet inhis way he is a very useful man—that is, his presence
ierved well forgrouping a contrast.  He is an instrument out
of which you can get no sound. of harmony. 15 it not better
than to be Hored with bad music, for the heaet of a noodle is
not tuned to the finer {asues of lifi?
which, though silent and without strings, is oftén a trensure
for o puinter, he helps to make a good pictues 1 Many carry
with them mysterious. probabiilities of descent, and reeall to the
mind Darwin’s theory —many arc to " be seen ot flower shows
exhibitions, nnd i3 Rotten Row, A noodleis d viey harmless
individual, after all; and amusing sometimas & for instance,

Yet, like the guitar,

when he gets in & pasgion, and. uttors hix broken sentencag
and looks ny if ho fosls ho were one of nuturd's noblemen’ Thy
poetical noodlo is loss amusing ; he will tull you a long stor
about the stars, and compare womest to cverything in the sk
~sun, moon, stella, c.——~the same story to ovoryone that he
meets, © A noodle never changes, and never improves—he in
born so. It will not be said of him that he ‘is 4 new creation
overy day. The noodle of the period may be a atrong word
but no word exprosses better that class of weak specimens of'
the ¢ genus homo.” A noodle ix not a snos—far from it. |
would not undertake to describe a snob after Thackeray, 4
snobapes gentility ; the other is gontility itsull’, although 5
simpleton.  Why could not a simpleton lonk gontesl ! g
not confound agnin the noodle with the “squirt”—n stron
word vory graphically applied to 8 man with tinent spoochag
but no basis of education—a babbler with some show of power
in ejecting n volley of words, too often without signiticance
whatever,  Yet where there are noodles there is alwayy 4
“gquirt,” for it is only simpletons who can have the patieneg
to listen to such & compound of ignorance and vanity, Onr
noodle of the period only utters broken sentences, and hawg
and yaws with o drawling finish, ¢ Confound the fellow iy
about the strongest of the expregsions of this exquisite indj.
vidual., As 1 say, n man born a noodle remaing inviriahly
Eton, Rugby, Oxford, and Cambridge nre full of them. They
tuke apparent polish—they do not look comman by nny meany
—amd o silent noodle may be a pleture to look at, that aig
its place in society. Ina word, they are the coryphies of this
immaense stage ealled * society.,” The Duchess de Mo
the queen of good manners and the best salons in Londnu'
uever invites snods, but she loves silencious noodles to ﬁcr\'q’y
as foils for the stars of her parties.  ‘T'o enter areception or g
counversazione where this zilent ¢lement is not prominent jy
perfect torture, for the buzz of voices talking all together
does not bring much harmony of sound.  Therefore a noodl,
is a useful fellow after all, and if he 4 not vain of imacinary
talent he is tolernble. It is not his fault i bronght tp in
idleness, the sparkles of his intelligence were smaothered in
the cradle of luxury. “ You cannot make a silk pure omg
of a sow's ear” is a good old saying, yet one can always
educate stupidity into a semblance of wisdom.  The nogll,
in love isa curiosity worth looking at ; his appearanceisthey
like a porcelnin figure—one invariable smile fixed on the fey.
tures. He i3 not vain; generally good-natured, he is fialle
to be made  pigeon pie” of, Nothing in God's creation iy
more unchangeable than the noodle,  Like his love smile, he
iz always the same~—touyoure au beau fre. Such natures are
happy, aud to many women a noodle is an exquisite, The
way that eyv-glass drops when his lavenders hold the tiny
hand of the girl he thinks he loves, is certainly a pieture, G
course binds of a feather flock together, and exquisites, © with
souls go dead,” should be bhappy together. [ hope that the
cotire nution is not judged by the family of noodles, for they
tlock largely abroad— should say, in the language of ex-
quisites, * abwawd” 1 have seen them the ornaments in the
Bois du Boulogne in Paris, on the Pincio in Bome, in the
Prado in Madrid, in the Central Park in New York In the
spring they appenr in force, and look very frosh indesd. |
saw many in Kotten Row the other morning ; and how dandi.
fied and supercilious they locked. One would think they
felt that they were born to be adornments: and why not!?
I can assure yonl felt quite pleased with my muorning stroli,
There was nothiug valgar, ‘Theclay.of which they are male
is refined, and the immovatle physicgnemics of these seodles
put me inmind of & fine collection of Dresden statncttes, and
great ornaments to the park.—Cormapoliian.

diseellaneons,

The annual contlngent of the Belgian army i< to anneist of
14,000, and the army on the wir footing of 110,009 men,

8ir Jobhn Lubbock™ tame wasp, the hero of the Brishtun
meeting of the Britisty Association, i dead. [t has bren foterted
in the Brivivh Museum.,

There will ha o granid carsher plgeon maleh at Brdssels ai the
Sihoof June, L0090 plgeans will take part in the contest, the
fArst prize for which witl be 1400 franes,

A dowry of £3,000, good expeciations, and w ¢ very ol
sieR fathern,™™ are sonongst the recommendntions of eay
dy of good family " wlvertising tor n bushand tna Contine?
NeWspUper,

ital

Two great reviews will ba held at Vienna on the $thasd I0h
of June by the three Ewmperors. Al the troops sirrisonsd
about Vienna and the milltary students will participate, this
making n foree of from 40,000 10 39,000 men 0! vach revies,

The foyer de la dinge of the New Gieamd Opern House, in Parts,

is o betdorned with portraits of twenty of the mos: famius
danseuses, begluning with Meiie, Lafontalng (18815, amd ooy
with Mdlle. Rosat (15435 Madame Togliond, who now reddas
in London, will, of conree, bo incloded in the Hat,
NEw MeTHon oF HeEATING RAiLway CARRIAGES IN .
LANTL—A Tiew juventlon for the purpose of heating rafisay
carrlages has been tried on the Calodontan Railway.,  The hew
apparatas s stmply s small ohiong copper casement paced
under the Qoorof cach apartment, and ftled with o patent com.
pesitlon for fuelc. This eomposition {8 in eakes of shilsrent
staes, same of which on belng ignited andergo a sIow process wl
ceombustion for twonty hours, while smaller ohes barn for ten
or twiddve hours,

A most melsneholy thing recontly happenad tosg yuang gentie
man In Parts,” He had been dining oot and winlog prey
froely, and as he was golng to the bal d'opére, he subinitied
himself o the aperations of 4 street shoehlack.  Lesning ae
in bis ehalr, he was asticop before the pollshing wus cotetmded;
but when the fuvenile artist found out the cotdition of his
Ceustomer, he Bastencd to hiprove 1 He gently drew. off the
bootw, addded - IS vietlers purse and wateh 1o the Hootr,
guthered up hia broashes and departed. The gentleno wis ot
ast nroused by his enkd Tect, nid fgnomintonsly nuvde the bet
of s way home.  There wus no danelng for hiin thatnight

Conjugal statistles are the last mantn of the Paris Figa,
R I we nre 1o belteve the flgnres of an tndustrions eollaborse
tewr, married e Is inything Gut bappiness for w Parisian, b
of 4,615 persons marred st Aprll, 85 wives have mn awiy
from their hosbunds, nnd 00 hushands fron thetr wivesd 42
couples  nre separpted, 083 iving  together at ddnagens

drawn,” 508 covertly disliking each other, 1,568 nre mulnnll’y
inditferent, 781 spouses nre dend, 192 couplos ure vopocted m:ur;r
content with their stute, and ooty 18 are «really happy.” W het
the chineas of belig creally happy * w year after nreinge wd
4 pur 1,000, persong ahout 1o narry would do well to tuke Puack’
fuuaons word of warning,..o Don't,” :




