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CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

Aotes and Comaents,

The ability to walk & plank—not in the nautical sense of
the phrase—and to pronounce unhesitatingly and correctly

the words ¢ truly rurnl”” have from time alinost immemorial
been tegarded a8 infallible proofs of sobriety. But it has
been reserved for n witness in an Eoglish law-court to pro-
pound a test for sobricty which far outshines in originality
and reliability the old-fashioned ordeals hitherto in vogue,
At the Swindon Petty Sessious the other day, James Amos
was charged under the New Licensing Act with belng drunk,
and refusing to leave A public-house.  He denied that he was
drank, and called o witness. The witness, a woman, gave this
testimony.  She was certain, she said, that the defendant wag
not drunk, bicause If he had been ro the first thing ho would
have done on coming home wonld have been to abuse his
wife. e did not do this : therefore she knew he was sober.
This curivns evidence did not weigh with the Bench; they
found the man gailty.

Reform Araociations are certainly not wanting in Englaud.
If we may credit the Court Journal, there is a whole multitude
of reform rocicties inthe country, each with ita own pet remedy
for the ills under which the nation ix supposed to be suffering,
Sir Charles Dilke aud his friends desire to extend household
suffrage to the conntiex;, and to re-distribute seats on the
present basis. - Moerars, Odger, Lucraft, and the rest want
vgqual electoral districts and mnanhood suffeage ; and this is
the policy of the Nutional Association of Miners, with its
63,600 members, and the Agricultural Labourers' Union, with
its 34,000 members, The Reform Union of Manchester goes
in fur houschold sutfrage in the counties, and a re-distribution
uf senti on the present county and borough system, with the
additivn of Colodew’s plan for dividing a constituency ioto
wards, and giviny o every voter only one vote.  Far different
are: the plang proposed by Mr, Kuatehball.Hugessen and Mr,
Walter Morrison,  The first woull make the county the
electoral unit, and mergs borough and county into one, giving
vach voler is many votes as his conuty returns representatives,
Mr. Murriron’s s an adaptation of Mr. Hare's scheme of pro-
portionat represeutation.

Talking of reforms, ons of a new and startling character is
abunt to be the subject of agitation amonyg the London work-
ing-mern—no less than the abolition of canvassing at clections,
Mr, Watkin Williame, the member for Devonshice, weites to
the Times that a petition parving for legislation to this end is
alwatt ta be presented o Parliament.  He thinks such a law
would be a blexsing, and #anyone who coulil accomplish it
woulidl desctve n statue " He has himsedf tried to frame the
clauses and do finitivnx necessary to carry vut the object, but
“has not sueceeded (0 his satisfaction.”

Mr. Sutton, the superintendent of the (Central Division of
the London and North-Weetern Raiiway, has satisfactorily
eatabilisbed his claims—if not to a statue such as Mr, Williams
would ereet in honour of the suceessful legislator against the
prictice of clection canvassing —at least to the enduring
gratitude of his fuilow-men, and especiatly to those who are
unfortunate enough to live in the neighbourhood of railway
stations,  For Mr, Sutton has devired 4 new armanuement of
signalling by which the abominabdle screcching of engines is
done away with, except for prlot engine From all the ie-
parture platforms telegeaph wires have been laid down com-
municating with the pointsmen’s signal boxes at each end of
the station. When a train is ready W ostart the superintendent
unlucks the signatling-box and siguals in what direction the
train is going,  On receiviog the signal that o train is ready
to start, the pointaman shows the shzual @ line clear,” and
the driver starts his train without sny preparatory whistling.,

Timid pedestrinns bave at last found an able champion in
no less a personage than an English judge.
& run-over "

In smmming up
case recently brought before him, Mr, Justice
Hannen gave it to be understood by eabmen and other drivers
of vehicles that the roadway is not their exclusive property,
and distinctly affirmed the right o f foot-pussengers Lo croes
the streets in case of neeessity witho tinjury to life or limb.,
The case before him, he said, well iHustrated the impression
which existed in the minds of many people that the roadway
was inteuded solely for the use of vehiclos, and that thuse who
chose to walk in the road did so at thelr peril; the law, on
the contrary, being that foot-passengers were ag much entitled
to nse the road fur the purpose of passing along oracross it as
thore who werne driviog, aud that, although the former were
bound to take . reasonabl: care that they were not tun over,
the latter were also bound to take like care that they did not
drive over any one; the degree of vare varying with the cir-
cumstances of the case, greater care being necessary in pro-
portion to the increase of danger,  During the sleighing
geason oaser of furious driving and run-overs are ro very
frequent, that we tmay be psrdoned for drawing the attention
of magistrates to Mr. Justice Hanneo's ruling—and also for
exprossing a hope that carcless and vicious{drivers will be
visited with the full rigour of the law.

¥The Revolution” is a meaninglogs phrase so much in
vogue nmong a curtain elass of discentented demagogues at
home, that it is satisfactory to find that the users of the word
have received a decided kuub from a political thinker of such
an advanced typo ag Mr. John Stuart Mitl, Inacknowledging
thy receipt of n copy of # The Law of Revolution,” a pamphiet
published by, and embodying the politieal procramme of, the
Nottingham branch of the International Yocicty, Mro Mill
says that he finds therein much of which he approves and
Uttlo from which he positively dissents,  but  cautiously
observen that it is impossible for him to say to what extent
he should congur in the practical measures which the associa-
tion might propoge in ordeor to bring the principles into
operation; Hu asks, too, what advantage there is in designat.
ing the dectrines of the rssociation by such a title ar ««The
Principles of the Political and Socin} Revelution” The
phrase har no abstract menning in English, and in French:it
seoms to mean -the political ideas of any person who happens
to bo uging it. There is no real thing called the # Revolution,”
nor any principlos of tho * Ruvolution.” He concludes by ox.
prexsing hie pleasurs at secing their hearty © ogoition of tha

claims of women to equal rights ; and of mi aties in propor- -

tion to their nambers,

dMigrellaneong,

It i8 cxpéctcd that the Oxford and Cambridge boat rac: wil-
take place on Baturday, April 5.

It I8 stated that Mr, Gludstone und Mr, Dlsraell have beer
created baronets by the Emperor of Brazit.

The first iron-ctaud ever bullt in Turkey, the  Moukadem!-i-
Khatr,” or « Happy Beginning,” was launched fromn the I perial
Arsenal at Hasskeln on the 28th Oct. :

A novelly was announced at the Aosta Theatre on the occa-
ston of o benefit. At the ¢lose of the performance two pigeons,
ench with a bank note for £200 under his wings, were to be let

loose In the honwe, the money to belong to whoever could catch
them,

A curious ¢ personnl” eomes from England. A few years ago,
it will he remeambered, the financlul world was astounded by
the faflure of Overend, Gurney & Co. By the death of Mrs.
Taylor, the divorced wife of John Henry Gurney, the lady's.
fortune of $2,500,000 becomos vested In the trustoes of that firm,
and will he applied 1o the benent of thelr oreditors.

The Unlon Pacific Raflroad I8 preparing for snow-storms, At
Qmuaha there 18 belng butlt an lminense suow-plouzh, the
Inrgeat and most powerful in the world. The monster swill
weigh Oty tong, and its entire length is thirty-two feet. It will
anst 35000, nnd will deoubtless prove eflicacious in clearing out
the most! stubborn drifts; but {f it ever jumps the track, what
an undertaking 1t will be to get it on again !

What wern the Cominunlsts who destroyed Paris?  Nine
were shoemakers, six were condemned thieves, four unfrocked
priests, four working jewellers, four hanchback and four halt,
three loufers, two Hberated convicts, two assassins, two forgers,
twa netors, 1wao acrobats, two keepers of disreputible houses,
two one-cyed men, oue stable boy, a conclerge, & rabblt-skin
merchant, a cooper, n staymaker, and five matinen! What a,
respuctable governing body !

The Paris Figaroe tells usof an Engllshman, 8tr Thomas F N
who has passed through that city on his way to Bordeaux, where
he has charterad a large vessel, « La Moustique,” for an ex’ adi-
on of n singalar nature-—no less than to plek up from the
bottom of the Pacifie the body of his wife, who, dylag on her
homeward voyage from Austratia, had been thrown overboard,
with n eannon ball attached to her feet. Having taken the
cxnet bearings of the spot at the Ume, he now proposes to re-
turn there, and, with the halp of innumerable grapnels, regain
possession of fLady F——'s remains,

The following trick i& said to have baen played upon a couple
of Geneva tradesmen the other day by & man o gentiemanly
appearance. e entered a confectioner’s shop and ordered 35
small pastles,  He then went Into a ready-made clothes gstab-
Ishment and chose an overall, pries 75 ftancs, asking for a
young man to accompany him to his howel, when he would pay
nlm,  The overall was packed up and the young man followed
the stranger. On passing the confeetjoner’s shop the latter
apened the door and sadd i Give him 75, not 95, then, ad-
dressing the young mun, he said :—« Give me the parcel; you
have no need to come any further; the gentleman there will
pay yon the money.” The packet was glven up, the stranger
Heappeared, and the young man and the confectioner were left
tov diseover that they had been duped.

A curlous Utile paper appears In Jersey, Le Drapeau Blane.
It eonsists of only four small pages, and the paper s thin, so
that the whole affulr may. be conveyed in a letier posted to
Franee, {7 which ecountry it is fntended that the lttle print
shatl be eireuluted. It {s a staneh advoente of Henri Cilaq, as
nhis partisans delight tn eall the Comte de Chambord. The
editor proudly writes {n this particatnr bumber: « Notwith.
standing the refusal of M. Taters & Co. toallew my journal to
eirealate in Franes, | sul find n way of bringinz It every week
ander the notice of many who are devola ! to the principles of
monarehy and of natlonal iberte”  And he stealily a-dvocatss
the canse of the Roi Hgdime, whosa vwhite hanner” gives the
namae 1o this Ntls aews.lnttor, for {1 s really o small o be
called a news-papoer, an:d whise poriralt alorns $ts irst page.

Johnson, the swimmer, whose attompt ta swim across the
Eaglish Channelrecsntly attracted =0 much attantion has tarned
apinanew role, He 5 now sxhibit:ng at the =aath Lon lon
Palice, whaere, alihough ha has noopportuanity of exiibiting his
unrivadied dexterfty as a swimmer, thasmuch as he is Homited
to the arer of o glass tank not more than thrice his own length,
hedoes nearly evervihing that the majority of bathers donat do
under water,  Heents breasd and drlnk<mitk, he smokesa cigarn,
he wilks Hlke an ailligator, he writas legibly on a state, he tirns
an intinitly of somersaniis, he dances the «Care ™ upside down,
and he stays so jong in a supplicatory attitude while the band
plays « Sweat Spirtt, Hear my Prayer™ that one {3 almost
tempted 1o believe efther that the water {2 an asion, or that
Mr. Jolinson ts really a merman.  There §s ne vatgur putling or
blowing when he rises to the sarface y in short, Mr. Johinson
thoroughly anderstands, aquaticaily, the ars cclare urtem.

To whnt oxtent the horse may be enidowed with any. power
of reasontng niay be a question: buat the intelligence ha some-
times exhibits ts cortninly something more than instinet. |ome
manths ago a poor Jog, having been pelted with sticks and
stones by ers! boys until his lesh was brugsed and his leg
fractured, Hmped tnto a stable. In one of the stalls was an
intetligent young horse, which seemed touched by the distress
of the dog.  He bent bis head and inspected the broken teg:
with his forefeet pushed some straw into a corner of the stall,
and mude a bed for the dog. An attectifonate Inthmaey wuas at
once established between the harse amd the dog, Oneday, when
the horse was eating the bran mash which forimed part of his
feedd, he gently caught the dog by the neck; and with his teeth
lifted him into the trough.,  For weeks the fweo friends fod 1o-
gether, and the lnvalid grew strong, At night the horse arranged
n soft bed for the dog, and enclreled him with one of his fore-
logy, showing the utinost earefulhesse Nach humanity micht
well be emulatod by the human race,

A complete return, glven by the Steasburg journals, of the result
of the lute <option ™ tells us that of about 33,000 inhabitants at
the tme of the dectsion 2032 adulis gave notice of retnining thetr

‘Fronch natlonndity, involving in thetr cholee Gaailes amonnting

to over 1,700 souls. - But of these notices 530 were caneelled or
withdrawn an second thoughts, radaciag the total numher of

Cpersons thus made forelgners of tn thelr own ¢ty fnally to

3,230, of the males of whom 1L 183 are over twenty yvears of age.
The greater part of the 3,239 who are to ablde by the conse-
quances of the option are returued, Including, of conrse, all those
of itender years, or. of no occupation,. But there are 141 shop-
keepers, 451 urtisans, 151 labourars, 33 clviiinn and 70 military
ponsionars, 48 of sohalastle profession, 17 physietans, 3 apathe.
cartes, 11 employés of the tate French courts and pollce, 10 of
other public oflices, 23 lawyers, 20 of special occupations not
before -named.  One. manufacturer ouly 1s {n tha ‘list, and un
slargyman, with the exception of two of tha forbidden Jesnit
order..'On the whole, therefore, the German view very naturally
s that the option has made no serlous differeuce in the industrial
aspect Of the atty, and e effacts ara ahisfly falt in the proges.
sional olaas, where vacancies will bs most eaally supplied,.—Pall
Mall Gazette. : . :

Tue Do¥inNiox.—The formal opening of a branch of the Ca-
nada Central Rallway from Renfrew to Pembroke, took place
on Wednesday week.———Hon, Alex. Morrls, lately Chief Jus-
1ice of Manitnba, has been appointed Lieunt.-Governor of that
Province and of the North-West Territories. The appointment
mects with universal approbation. Yarnuel Hume Blake,
Q. ¢, succeeds Mr. Mowat as Vice-Chancellior of Qntarlo, and
Mr. Isunc F. Jones, of Goderich, 18 named Deputy Judge for the
County of Hurou.- It 1s stated that Miss Rye Is toreceive a
subsjdy for each child brought out and apprenticed in Ontarlo,
The Ray Verte canal survey, between Moncton and
Shedine, was finished on the 26th ult.  Ten miles of the gronnd
are reported 1o be at anelevation of 125, and in comparison with
the more ensterly routes especially the Lapiance long lake and
Tidnish route, are said to be out of the question altogether.
The Ontario Guzelte contalns a proclamsation from Lt.-Governor
‘Howland further proroguing the Ontarlo Legislature from Tth
December to January 8. Archbishop Taschereau of Quebec
bhas left.for Rome. The revised census returns give Ontarlo
1,820,855 of & population; Quehec, L191,575; Nova Sceotia, 387,-
A00; New Brunswick, 2%5,777.—- There are prospects of an
amicable adjustment hetween the two great eempanies holding
charters for the Pacitie Rallway. The Peel County by-law,
granting a bonus of £7,000 w the Credit Valley Raliroad, has
been passed by a large majority. The Dominion Board of
‘Trade will hold its annual meeting at Ottawa under t e Presi-
dency of Col. MeGivern, commencting on the 15th Janvary. It
is expected that the President and Secretary, and possibiy some
other members of the Natlonal Board of Trude of the UL 8., wiil
be present.

UNITED STATES.—Harace Greeley's funeral took place on the
4th In-t, and was largely attended.- The rejort of the Se-
cretary of State on contingent expenses shows that during the
fiseal vear, ending with June last, the contingent expenditures
for foreign interonurse and missions amotunted to nearly 330,000,
£325007% were paid to satizfy the Hudson Bay and Puget Sound
indemnity, £242 was paid to B, C. Davis as the bearer o Eng-
1and of the Alabarna Trealy., The Trealy case cost $53%,23), and
the freight in it was 378, The aggregate eost of cable telegrams
was $6,890, The tirst through train over the new Milwau-
kee and St. Lonis R.R,, arrived in Chicags on the 2nd.———The
CGhicago Board of Trade have expelled Munn and Scott, who
were convicted of having caused false returns to be made of the
aquanuty of grain in store in their elevators by selting false hoi.
toms in some of the bins.—————The 8t. Louis Democrat has a
special from Port Ciibson, Indian territory, which ~uys that &
bill has passed the Cherokee Nutional Counell, which banishos
&l white men from the nation., It has crented much exciie-
ment and great dissati=faction. The question now ugliated is
whether the Chief will sancilon or veto the hiil. itis pro-
posed to huild a Printers’ monument to Horace Greel A
war of exiermination against the California Indians is about to
be [naugaratad, [t is stated that Schuyier Colfiix will suce
el Mr, Greeley (n the editorial chair of the I'ribune; wifle
Mayor Hall takes the control of the Herald during Mr. Bennett's
absence in Furepe, The application of steam for propeliing
canal bots §s betng thoroughiy tested on the Erie Canul. What
{s known ds the Dawson self-propeiling bout has completed a
seeond trip through the capal, aud her owner now ciaims the
State award of F1u,009 for introducing steam (0to vessels used
in canal traflic.

GREAT BRITAIN.—A large republican meeting was held - in
liyde Park on the 1st. Messrs, Odger and Bradia:gh were the
principal speakers. A resoluilon condemning the Pub’le Parks
regulations bill was ad pted, ant a petl: ondoawn ap a-king for
the resignatinn of Commisstoner Ayiion. ~The number of
emigrants that left Liverpoo! diring November exeseds that of
the previous month hy 27 ——The Gas: Wark - in the town
of Newport, Monmonthaire, expiodad et week, Sevealper-
sons wore fastanty kitted,and i large number i2j wed, reome
farpliy, -~ A the stokers ampioyael by foae or dve ol the
largest gas eompanies in London struek Work lust weelk, osten-
sibiy becaruse two of thelr n.mber were unj =ily di-chaiged.
Five hundred of them have beoesummomed {capre.r berae
the Pallee Coure, und-r the Ma-ters ad Seovants aci, Tae
summnnses of several of (he sirikers cha go them wih e vy
racy. The comranies show nodispoediion to e ool the Je
mand of the strikers, amd the buoter awnorce tha SETEr
determined nat to restma wark uantil their com o ande aik
taken back: Meanwhile the ab.ence of yga- ix sovice!
throaghout London, At might the ey isina =
darkness, and several of the theaires were c.m: el
thelr performances.  The inhab.aants are diled wizh constrrna-
tion and dread, and the trritation against the striking steke
very great. Mr. Rouayne, a nationalist, has heen elpetc
member of Parliament for Cork. The Town Counei! of
Glasgow has voted the freedom of the eity to the Re. Hon, Ben,
Dlsraelt. —ne of the most terridble storms Known in
Yanid for some Years past raged in many parts of (he country on
[Rpnduy Inst. Many vessels were driven on shore and wrecked;
and several towns were Roaded.

FraxcE.—The crisis in Fratnee §s over. M. Thiers has re-
orgnnized his Cabinet, thereby securing the support of the Right
and Left Centres,——-The appointments of M. Goutard to be Min-
ister of the Interior; M, Leon Say, Minister of Finance; M,
Rourton, Minister of Publie Works: and M. Calmoue, Prefect of
the Departmant of the Reine, areannounceld, The new French
election law will make it obligatory o every clector to vote.

GERMANY..—Nearly all the newiy-elected Peers have taken
their seats In the Upper House of the Diet, The Reform
RBill finally passed the Upper House of the Diet on Monday.
Vote, 118 yeas: 21 nays,

ITaLY.—The waters of the River Po have again overtlowed
their embankments and inandated the country aroundd Turin.,
At lastadvices the tlood was spreading, Sir Bartle Frere
has arrived in Romae on his way to Aden to Join the British ex-
pedition for the suppression of the slave trade on the African
emnst, Hoe was recetved by the King, who gave him a gold medat
heoaring the Royal ettloy, amd asked him to present it to Living-
stone as o pledee of his esteon.

SpraiN, A Royal decree has fixed the emission of a new loan
1o the amount of 234,000,000 pesetas for the 12th Inst A
Jdespateh from Bayonne, in the Department of the Basses
'yrenees, says 260 Carlists entered Spain from France on the
Rrd. There 1= much excitement in Malaga over the appre-
Hienslon of & Cartst demonstration in that city,  Many fawilies
are teaving, and troops ure being guartered tn the Custom House
aud Cathedral. The Cortas has rejected the motion for the
tmmediste consideration of the resolution to impeach ex-Min-
{star Sagasta, ) .

SWITZERLAND.—The election for President and Vice-President
of the 8wiss Confoderation for the year 1873 bas resitltad tn'the
choloe of M. Cerascalo for the farmor oftice, and Dr. Schenck for
the latier.

AUPTRALIA —A vonflagration in Acekland, New  Daaland.
destroyed -bulldings and other proparty 10 the value of £100,000.




