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.A 1ORD T*o OUlR RItE ADERS.
Our friends throughout the Mariline Provinecs

have taken hold Of TIIE CHRIsTIAN in amuanner that

is truly gratifying to all, especially to those who

bave undertaken its management. Let it bc under-

stood thit ibis unity and ieartiness of co-operation

iiot coinlaed to any one Province, that while we

have in Nova Seotita a few more subscribers than iii

New Brunswick, yet, P. E. I. follows so closely in

the vake of the others, that opinion is rife that she

nay yet pass one and even both of lier " sister

Provinces." We want our readers to feel that they

have an interest in this paper beyond the mere read.

ing of it; that Tuî CînnsTrr is really thcirs; that

its success in thie future, as in the past, will be but

the natural outgrowth of their untiring and persist-

ent efforts. We wîouild like t- our next Annuail

Meeting.to bc able to report to the Brotherhood

that we have a thousaind subscribers; we have met all

our liabilities and that érery subscriber bas paid for

his or lier palper. Surcly this is not asking too

mtch! We feel confident, in view of the past, that

if those who have already taken hold of thl work

are assistud by others whom we might mention, ail

that we have suggested can be accon.plished.

PR A Y E ll.

Prayer is, and will be, a subject of the deepest
interest while God's children are on earth and
need the aid of thoir Father in heaven. It is
as natural for them to pray as it is for living
creatures to broathe, and quite as essential to their
spiritual life as is breathing to animal life.

At the boginning of our Christian course we
anxiaously read all we could on the subject of prayer,
and now reniomber that we learned more fromt a
few words spoken by the Savio:ur tian fron ail the
books we read upon- it. Two <.f his directions wero
especially valuable. lst. What things soever ye
desire, wlhen ye pray, believe that ye roceive thent,
and yo shall have tihem. 2nd. When ye stand
prayiug. forgive, if ye have auglit against any ; that
your Father also who is in hcaven nay forgive
you-your trespasses (Mark xi. 24, 25). Elsewhere
he taught His disciples what was proper for them
to asik; lere lie showed tient hoto to ask and assured
them of success. The heart that holds fast the
promises of a loving Father, munst lot go every feel-
ing of cnrmity to our fellow-men, even to those.who
have injured us, we must forgive them or H will
not forgivo.u s. Wu will at prsent dwell onpge-
'amgp .We notice that in boththe Old

Te.tament;and the.New'the.prayers of:God'a child,
ren we-e nôt anmwered- at one, bit. ofton delayed
as if they would be refumod. In his yb*th Job
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lad roused the wiatl ef Esau by takitng frot himj
his birth-right and his bessing, and only saved Lis

lifo by flyiing fromt his owl country. lIe %%tas re-

turniig now with hlelpless wives and childron, and

li the mnoriniîg miiust mîteet lis tangry and pnwerful
brother. Tio iessengers lie ?ent to Esau retirnied

to uassulro himîî that his voAst fears were hbit too
well founlded. They said, '" He coeti to meet

thee and four liundred men with him. " Jacob
made the best arrange ients ini power and spent
tho niigit in earinost prayer. lotr after hour
passed but no success. At last the strong angel,
as if to throw hui ofi, oxclainied, "l Let ire go for
the day breaiketi.' " But lie said, I will iot lot
thee go except thoiul bless lie." 'Te angol chaaned
Jacob's naine to Israel-a prince of God. " For
as a princo hast thon power with God and with
mon and hast pri ailul." Lie lad io mreu ftar of
Esau who met him as a lovingbrother (Gon. xx.xii.).

When Muses plead for Israel the Lord said,
Let tro altone, that my auger mnay wax hot against

then and consuitue thouem." But lic did not lot himîî
alotie. Ho reasoned and plead and ovoti desired to
sharo their fate if lie would not forgivo tihet, till
at ltst lie had power as a prince anid,prevailed.
Had the Lord answered Jacob and Moses without
a long and persovering strugglo it would not bu
said thait they had power as prinees and prevailed,
nor could they have enîjoyed the inestimable bless-
ing of a long and profitable " audience vith Deity."

Josas, who knew the mind of God and could not
aik amiss, spent all night in prayer to God instead
of being answered at olce. hen the w'ointi of
Canaan cried in distre:s, " O Lord, thou Son of
David, have nercy on me, mîy daughter is griov-
ously vexed with a devil," he said nothing, so that
Lis disciples mrged hin to send lier away. At last
lie said, " 1 ai nlot sent but to the lost shcop of
the House of Israel." She was not of that house.
Still she plead, " Lord, lelp ne." Again lie iaid,
" It is not mcot to cast the children's bread to
dogs." Andai se said, " Trutli, Lord, yat the dogs
eat of the crumbs that fall fron thoir Master's
table." She prevailed. Jesus extolled lier faill
and icaled lier daughter. (Matt. xv.). So it was
with ail whîo plead n itha the Soi of David. " He
delivered the nîeedy wien ho cried ; the poor also,
and himîî that had no helper " (Psaln lxxii. 12).

,How miny have been luong pleading for childroni,
hîusbands, or wives, without an answer. Be on-
coauraged and faint not ye tired enes. The Gen of
David is in hioaven, and God will iot disappoint
your hiopes. Prevailing prayer involves faith,
delay and discouragenenit, pe'ncrerance and triumph.

When Jesus spake a parable to thiis end, thiat
men ought always ta pray and not to faint, lie told
of the tnjust judge's treatient of the widow who
souight of himn protection fron lier cruel oppressor.
Ho would only attend to her case to prevent the
trouble lier continual coming would give him, but
on thiat accounit ivenged her. He asks, " Will not
God avenge lis own elect who cry day and niglt ta
him, though lie bear long with thema ? I tell you
lie will avenge thei speedily. Nevertlioless whîen
the Son of Man comîeth shall lac find faith on the
earth 1 " Be declares that God will lcar tha coi-
tinual prayer of his children, but intimates thîat f'ew
will believe this at his second coming,(Luko xviii.).
We may bore pause and ask-Is that promise of
Jesus generally believed ? Do I believe it ? Do I
pray and not faint for what I know ta b the will
of God ? Do I know what prevailing.prayer is by
experience ? If nat, how can I claim to be of th'o
Isi-ael of God when that is it hieàningr ? Tiieso
questions cannot'be too earnestly éonsidered bythò
children of God.

Bow many*o-day are preaching the gospel ind'
enquiring,.How, ho* can 1 persuade rae toie re-
cohcilod-to God? fHow can I persuade ther ta
embrace'the gòspel'when so miuîyoyèrfulinfli-
ences *oór' f àga thtáirsàlvatib:'? 'fi. afirst'

provtiil with God wo niay expect to have power
wili men anid provail. Without Christ and his
gospul, whicl is the power of God into salvation,
wo iay excite and deceive mon but caînniot tarn
themî to God. Who is suiflicient to presenrt the gos-
pel so that the pooplo iay beliove it with all thoir
hearts and b saved by Christ ? It is only thoso
whose sufliciency is of Cod. This is plainily sen
in tho lives and labors of the apostles. Prayer
precoe( every ronarkable trimintph of the gospel.
WVhen Jests, before he aiscended to lcaven, toid
his apostles to wait ait Jertusalem for the promise of
the Father, the waiting days were spent in prayer-
and supplication with the woinn and Mary the
nother of Jesus and his brothron, until they re-
ceived that promise, and begaiti the iost glorious
work ever kcown xoi earih. Afterwards, whea tiey
were, tireatetond witi deaîti if they preached Christ,
they lifted up their voices with one accord te God
who heard tlem and inciased throir power and
suîccess, so that they preacied with boldiness the
Word of God.

Paul and Sfi; at Philippi me.t a possessed maid
whien they wenit to prayer. Site was the only one.
who aeeimed to iced thoir preaching or thoir.
prayers. Still they did nuot faint Whei tlhey
expolled the spirit, lier mîaoiey-xnakinxg masters
wreaked ot thet thoir vengeanco. Theiy were.
falsoly accused and unmorcifilly beaton without a
trial. Midnighat fountd thent in the inner prison,
thoir stripes inwasled and their foot madofast in
the stocks. Did they quail or complain wheln théir-
allied oncmies this frowned dofiance on their efforts
to preaclh the gospel in that city' No ! They
p-,"yed and sang praises to God who speedily ie i-d
their prayers. Bofòro daylight'the cruel jailor was.
saved from alil his sins. He anhd ail that wore in
his huise wore given as stars to shine forever in
the crowns of theso princes of God.

THE OHito RIVER bas h again overflowed its batiks,
and thie condition of affairsis auppallingiindbeggars
ail description. Froin Clicinnati to Maysville, a
distance of 60 miles, whiclh but fairly represents
niny other portions, no botton lands werc to be
seen, and tIe listant hills formed:its baniks. Whole
cities and villages have beon entirely sWpt away
by the mnaddoning current, and. left thousands upon
thousands boncless, penniless, and sone mourning
over the loss of friends. This, as you -will see by,
the telegramns, has bee followed by an awfulI tor-
nado, carrying death and destruction in every blast,
devastating tie Ohio valley. While our licarts go,
out iii symnpathy for these poor sufferers, hîow
thankful we should be to God that no calamity has,
been permitted to invade the petcefulness of our
homles.

TnE Sco'rr Ac'r in. Prince County,:P. E. L, las,
gained a grand victory, havin.i over 1600 of a ma-
jority. There is-considerable excitenient al', over
the.Island on the liquo' tratlie. In Prince County,
it was intense. Rummies clitimed: grand -timnes
under tIe Scott Act, but professed to; deny them-
selves for the public good in strenuoisly opposing
t. Bl t at pngrafùl ublic opposcd their benevo-

lent p triótism, and loft them to hixuriate in tho-
advantages of the Sdott Act.

r A'tcr. for Tima CinisiAN should bu
shortand pithy; Midbe or iitad flt. låtei tihan· the
*20th of. thîe month to insur.e publicàtion in the-
coning issue.

t It is with much sorrow that w-haeiave learned
that our truc-and beloved Bro. Beattie.of Summerý
side, well-known and higlily,esteemed by the.breth-
ren throughout P. E. I.,:is suffe*iing with congestion
of' the brain. 'Wc sincercly syinpathise"i.vthhimi
and his fanil)y in this affliction, but trust that soon,
lie may be rèstored tohealth.

M With varyipg deslires the woid is watcbirig
thëemovements of Geieral Gordonihhssounder-
taken-to.i.cstorb peaée hiüthe Soudan. With onlya
companon-or two, no arms. but, a walking.cane.he,
hstpushed his way litä theier.nidt Cof exòiit
: a*dfaiihtidal'tribei- piölliingù peàef-
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