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A WORD 70 OUR READERS.

Our friends throughout the Maritime Provinces
have taken hold of T'up CHRISTIAN in & manner that
is truly gratifying to all, especially to those who
have undertaken its management. Let it be under-
stood that this unity and heartiness of co-opcration
i$not contiaed to any one Province, that while we
havo in Nova Scotin a few more subscribers than in
New Brunswick, yet, P. . L follows so closely in
the wake of the others, that opinion is rife that she
may yet pass one and cven both of her *sister
Provinces,” We want our readers to feel that they
have an interest in this paper beyond the mere read-
ing of it; that THE CunisTraN is really theirs; that
its success in the future, as in the past, will be but
the natural outgrowth of their untiring and persist-
ent efforts. We would like at our neat Apnual
Meeting to Le able to report to the Brotherhood
that we have a thousand subscribers; we havo met all
our liabilities and that erery subseriber has paid for
his or her paper. Surely this is not asking too
much! We feel confident, in view of the past, that
if those who have already taken hold of the work

are assisted by others whom we might mention, ali | |

that we have suggested can be accon:plished.

g

PRAYELR.

Prayer is, and will be, a subject of tho deepest
interest while God's children are on earth and
need the aid of their Father in heaven. It is
as natural for them to pray as it is for living
creatures to broathe, and quite as essential to their
spiritnal life as is breathing to animal life.

At the beginning of our Christian course we
anxiously read all we could on the subject of prayer,
and now remember that we learned more from a
fow words spoken by the Saviour than from all the
books we read upon-it. Two oi his directions were
especially valuable. 1Ist. What things soaver ye
desire, when ye pray, believe that yo receive them,
and yo shall have them. 2nd. When yo stand
prayiug, forgive, if yo have aught sgainst any ; that
your. Father also who is in heaven may forgive
you-your trespasses (Mark xi. 24, 25). Elsewhere
h'é taught His disciples what was proper for them
to ask ; here he showed them howto ask and assured
thom of success. The hcart that holds fast the

promises of a loving Father, must lot go every feel-

ing of enmity to our fellow-men, even to those who

have injured us, we must forgive them or Ha will'
not forgivo.ns.  Wo will at present dwell on pre-,
vailing prayer. We notice that in both.the Ol
Testamentand tho. New‘the prayers of:God's child:-
ren webe not: anawered- at once, biit-often delayed:
as if they would be refusod. In his yGuth ‘Jacob’
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 had roused the wiath of Esau by taking from him
¢ his birth-right and his blessing, and only saved his
lifo by flying from his own country. 1le was re-
turning now with helpless wives and childron, and
in the morning must mect his angry and pewerful
brother. Tho messongors he sent to Esau returned
to sssure him that his worst fears were but too
well founded. ‘They snid, *“ Ho comoth to mect
thee and four hundred men with him.” Jacob
made the best arrangements in his power and spent
tho night in ecarnost prayer. Honr after hour
passed but no success. At last the strong angel,
as if to throw him oft, oxclaimed, ¢ Let mo go for
the day breaketh.” ¢ But he said, I will not let
thee go except thou bless me.”  Tho angel changed
Jacob's namo to Jsracl—a prince of God. ‘¢ For
as a princo hast thou power with God and with
men and Last prevailed.”  He had no more fuar of
Esau who met Lim as alovingbrother (Gen. xaxii.).
When Moses plead for Isracl the Lord said,
¢ Let mo alono, that my anger may wax hot against
them and consume thom.” But ho did not let him
alone. Ho reasoned and plead and even desired to
sharo their fato if he would not forgive them, till
at Jast ho had power as a prince and.prevailed.
Had the Lord answered Jacob and Moses without
a long and persovering strugglo it wonld not bs
said that they had power as princes and prevailed,
nor could they have enjoyed the inestimablo bless-
ing of a long and profitable ‘‘ audience with Deity.”
Jesus, who knew the mind of God and could not
ask amiss, spent all night in prayer to God instead
of being answered at once. When the woman of
Canaan cried in distress, O Lord, thou Son of
David, have mercy on e, my daughter is griov-
ously vexed with a devil,” he said nothing, so that
his disciples urged him to sond her away. At last
he said, ““ { am not sent but to the lost sheop of
the House of Israel.” She was not of that house.
Still she plead, ** Lord, help me.” Again he aaid,
‘It is not meet to cast the children’s bread to
dogs.” And she said, * Truth, Lord, yat tho dogs
eat of the crumbs that fall from thoir Master's
table.” Sho prevailed. Jesus extolled her faith
and healed her daughter, (Matt. 'xv.). So it was
with all who plead with tho Son of David. ¢ He
delivered the needy when he cried ; the poor also,
and him that had no helper " (Psalin Ixxii. 12).

How many have been lung pleading for children,

husbands, or wives, without an answer. DBe en-
couraged and faint not yo tired ones. The Scn of

David is in heaven, and God will not disappoint
your hopes.  Prevailing prayer involves faith,
delay and discouragement, perscverance and triwmph.
When Jesus spake & parable to this end, that
men ought always to pray and not to faint, he told
of the unjust judee’s treatment of the widow who
sought of him protection from her cruel oppressor.
He would only attend to her case to provent the
trouble her continual coming would give him, but
on that account avenged her. He asks, ¢ Will not,
God avenge his own cloct who cry day and night to
him, though he bear long with them? I tell you
he will avenge them speedily. Nevortholess when
tho Son of Man comoth shull he find faith on the
earth?” Be declaves that God will hear tho coi-
tinual prayer of his children, but intimates that f:¢>w‘
will believo this at his second coming, (Luko xviii. ).
We may here pause and ask—Is that promisé of
Jesus generally believed? Do I believe it? Dol
pray and not faint for what I know to be the will

experience? If not, how can I'claim to bo of the
Istael of God when thatis its jedning? Tlheso
questions cannot'bé too carnestly considered by thé
children of God.

How many to-day are preaching the gospel and
‘enquiring, How, liow can I pérsuade e to be re-
concilod'tc God?  How ¢éan I persuade them to
embracethe goapol when 8o many, powerful ‘infli-
‘ences Wwork ‘againat’ their salvation't '~ If we first'

of God? Do I know what prevailing prayer is by -

| he-may be restored to hiealth.

provail with God wo may expect to have power
with men and prevail. Wichout Christ and his
s gospel, which is the power of God unto szlvation,
wo may excite and deceive men but eannot turn
them to God.  Who is suflicient to present the gos-
pel so that tho people may boliove it with all their
hiearts aud bo saved by Christ? It is only thoso
whose suflicioncy is of God. This is plainly seen
in the lives and labors of the apostles. Prayer
preceded every remarkable triumph of the gospel.
When Jesus, before he ascended to heaven, told
his apostles to wait at Jerusalem for the promise of
the Father, tho waiting days were spent in prayer
and supplication with the women und Mary the
mother of Jesus and his brothren, until they re-
ceived that promise, and began the most glorious
work ever known on earth.  Afterwards, when they
wero threatenod with death if they preached Christ,
they lifted up their voices with one accord to God
who heard them and increased their power and
success, so that thoy preached with Dboldness the
Word of God.

Paul and Silas at Philippi met a possessed maid
when thoy went to prayer. Sho was the only one.
who scemed to hged their preaching ov their,
prayers.  Still they did not faint  When they
expolled the spirit, her money-making masters
wreaked on them their vemgeance. They were,
falsoly accused and unmercifully beaton without a
trial.  Midvight found them in the inner prison,
their stripes unwashed and their feet mado-fast in
the stocks. Did they quail or-complain when their:
allicd encmies thus frowned defiance on their efforts
to preath tho gospel in that city? No! They
pyed and sang praises to God who speedily heard
their prayers. Bofore daylight the cruel jailor was.
saved from all his sins.  He and all that wore in
his hous: were given as stars to shine forever in
the crowns of these princes of God.

Tur Onro Rivex has again overflowed its banks,
and the condition of affairs is appalling and beggars
all description,  From Ciucinnati to  Maysville, o
distance of 60 miles, which but fairly represents
many other portions, no bottom lands were to be
seen, and the distant hills formed’its banks. Whole
cities and villages have beon entirely swept away
by the maddening current, and. left thousands upon
thousands homeless, penniless, and some mourning
over the loss of friends.  Thig, as you will see by
the telegrams, has been followed by an awful- tor-
nado, carrying death and destruction in every blast,
devastating the Ohio valley.  While our hearts go-
out in sympathy for these poor suffercrs, how
thankful we should be to God that no calamity has.
been permitted to invade the percefulness of our
homes.

Tnk Scorr Acr in Prince County,:P. E. I, hus.
gained a grand victory, having over 1600 of a ma-
jority. ‘There is-considerable excitemient all' over
the.Island on thic liguot traffic: In Prince County.
it was intense. Rwmmics claimed: grand -times -
under the Scott Act, but professed to-deny them-
selves for the public good_in strenuously opposing:
it. DBt an ungratefid public opposed their benevo-
leat patridtism, and left them to luxuriate in the:
advantages of the Scott Act.

A

zg}"‘\mxcr.}%mr Tae Curistiax should be
short'und pithy; #ad.be on hand not latef than-the
20th .of. the month to insurc publicition in the
coming issue.

£~ It is with mich sorrow that we'have learned
tbatour truc-and Leloved; Bro. Beattie.of :Summer:
side, well known and highly esteemed by the.breth.
ren throughout P. E. L, s suffering with congestion
of the brain, Ve sincercly sympathise’ with-him
and bis family in this affliction; but-trust tliat soon-

t¥~ With varyipg dedlres the world is watchin,
the'mbvemems?t«?éederél (Siordo'u‘iwhovhms»undelE
taken.to.restore peace iurthe Soudan, With only:a.
companion-or.two, no.arms but.a walking.cane, .he,

‘has.pushed his ‘way into_thg very.midat of excited.

-and fanatical tribes’ prociaiming peace!:



