Mr &[.ﬁixte’s Uareer~His claims to
the Mayoraity

[y

To murrow the first olection of Mayor
and Councillor: for this city will take
place. The event brings up many remin-
weoncos of tho past, and carrios us back
to‘:;%g days when nine tenths of the peo-
plepf Nannimo, in public mosting at the
Inktitute®on the 11th A2y of Aprll 186
doolared in terins most unimistakeabls,
that thoy were prepared for the {futroduc-
tion of Muncipal government. Tho op-
position, led by by Mr, Buto were about
fourteen in number, and it niay scom, an
object of 1uquicing to strangers, or those
whoso knowledyge of Nanaimo does uot
oxtond baok for a period of nine years'
bow such s small numbser conld defeat
170. ‘fo such inqnirers ifany, we would
intimate, that at that time there was no
genural Muncipahity Act for the whole
Colony as at presont. At that time we
had te gel a special Incorporation billl
passed through the Legisiative Couneil.
While it was before that bhody Messrs.
Bato & Co., utarted a potiticn against the
passage of the bill.  This petitition they
cireulated socretly, and by misrepresont
g its object, obtained alarge numbor o f
signatures, to which were added a large
number of mythical men, dead men, and

ton living in distaut countries,thesoHia-
wathas, wero pittied against real livin
tAsdworking, progrdysive men, ahd the
govornment at Victoriaat that timo being
mnclined to oxtremo cceutrahization disal-
towed the bill, and the people were de-
feated. Peck, Bate aud Co., had & mock
funeral. and buried the bill, making the
vnrial services of the Church a subject
for ridicule & butfornery. they were told
at tho meeting on the night of the 11th of
Abril 1866, that the bill was not dead
but that it slept: and tomorrow we will
geo some of the fruits of its resusitation.

WHAT WE HAVE LOST,

We will now take a retrospective viow
and cotisider what might have beon gaind
for Nanaimo by those who fought ber
early battles for Muncipal Government,
had they besn successful. 1ia the first
plaee, had we boen a muncipality nine
years ago, there can be no doubt but we
would have becn allowed 2 Membors

in the local legislature under the Mas-
s N “n"uﬁ'u(.;l\"_. T [ S
and one for thedistrict, and in the sec-

ond place we would have had one Mem-
ber in the Comrmous of Canada, thesamo
as New Westminister, by our defeat on
that oceaysion those political advantcges
have beon lost, the first for years: the
sycond it may be for gonerations, these
aro prizgs that in oJher countries people
vaiue and sometimes fight for.

OTHER LOSSES.

In addition to this loss of political caste
or status, let us considor the loss of re-
venue that has been drawn from the

town, during those ten years, and ox-
pouded in othor parts of the oountry, s
lnss that canuot ba sstimaled at less than
$35,000, a sum whish if iEhad been jud-
{ofously expanded on our streets, wculd
havo placod them in a condition that
would have impressed upon atrangers
visiting our town, that we wero not en.
entirely heyond the palo of civilization,
as thoy frequeptly with a taunt assert
wagaro at praacnt: Anotherhankward 1go
and then wo come to the timos in wl?lc
we aro living, moving, acting, Nine yoar
ago there was no Wellington Mine, Hare,
wood had or was abcul changing its pro-
prietary ard was entorirg upon that long
sleep, from which onterprise [is now]
bidding it to awake and yisld upits trea-
sures, roal ostate at that time was almost
worthless, men or industry and energy
wero leaving the town for dlfferent parts
of the world, unless workmen swallow
ed tho companys pill, or run in the
groovo which they mariked out for thein
they wero obliged to leave for other
parts: Bellingham Bay, Coos Bay,
‘Monnt Diablo, Gabriolo Island, and Co-
mox received a share cfthoso who had
sinned against the Company,

«Ill fares tho land to hastening ills a
prey, .

Where wesith accumulates, but mon de-
cay;

.APrinces agd Lords may flourish or may
v aae,

'

A breath canmeke them as a breath has
made;

But a brave peasantry--a country’s oride

When once removed, can never be sup-
plied;

Except the cauges pass away.

The opening of the Wellington Mine
and now the starting of IHarewood have
rin property into its former valus and
has more than doubled the populationin
three years and the Miner Mechenic, or
laborer, can now if a good wmaun. if dis-
charged from one, readily find employ-
mont in one of tho others, and men
breathe freor, and meke lifo more cheer-
ful, and bappy- '

For those advantages, no thanks are
due to the V. C. Co., or their little
man ; no had it not been for those out-
side enterprises we have named, what
would Nanaimo be to-day, its condition

might have beep diseribad s ltuwns,
virsy 2V miners (20 runners, 10 outside

labourers, all Chinamen) 1 carpenter,
1 blacksmith, 1 machinist, 1 locomotive
driver, 1 team, half-a-dozen indians and
two munagers, at good salaries. Out-
side of the Company there would have
been say two stores. tyo.8slpons .and
ono bakery ‘hglf émployed cutside of
the Company’s works. There would
uave been no blacksmith shop, or black-
smith, no carpenter er carpenter shop.
no tin shops, or tinsmith, no shoe shop,
or shoemakers no tailers, bakers, or
mantlo makers, no steam or water mills,
no brewery from which to quonch a




