THE BRITISH COLUMBIA COMMERCIAL JOURNAL.

TRADE AND COMMERCE.

COMMERCIAL JOURNAL OFFICE,
‘Tuesday Morning, March 22,

Merchants who do business with China,
Japan and other oricntal countries, have
been complaining for some time of the way
theyare handicapped as against San Fran.
cisco importers in the matter of exchauge.
The customs house post the involce value
at 81c on the Mexican dollar, and &ic for
the Japanese yen, while exchange is, at
present, sold by the banks at about 72}e for
Mexican aud 73c¢ for the yen. It is com-
plained that the Customs have not changed
their posted rate for over a year, while ex-
change has fallen considerably., Hong
Kong exchange is, to-day, quoted at 721c;
a year ago, it was 703c and two vears ago
8lic. As an cvidence of the increasing
trade between this port and Hong Kong,
it is stated, by a well informed person, that
the number of bills of exchange sold during
the past year was four times the number
sold the year previous,

Trade generally continues favorable, but
without any special features. With the
opening up of fair weather, the country
trade is showing a tendency towards
better times. Collections are reported
very good from some points, but only fair
is the general feeling.

The Province of Quebec is recovering
from the trade disorganizatiou brought
about by the recent Provincial elections,
The issue in the contest being so largely of
a commercial character, the interruption
was more than usually unoticeable. Now,
however, that the result has been so de-
cisively established, it is expected that
business will resume its old course. The
weather has not been very conducive to
active businesgs, but the mild weather
geems t7 indicate an ecarly opening of
navigation. Wholesalers in some lines are
complaining of the hostile influence
of the Patrons of Industry upon busi-
ness in Ontario, and some of the best
houses have decided that they will not sell
to any retailers who belong to its ranks, as
they believe that he cannot carry on busi-
ness under such rules with any hope of
success. Leather is very quiet, and Eng-
lish markets are dull and lower. Hides
are very dull. Wool is firm, with a good
enquiry, and small stocks. Chemicals are
active, hoth for spot avd spring delivery.
In groceries—tea is still quiet ; coffee is a
little easier for Brazil; sugar is firmer;
dried fruits are quict.

In Toronto, tea, sugar and general sun-
dries have been selling more satisfactor-
ily. Insugar jobbers have been afraid of
overstocking the retailers, and sodiscount
ing the effects of any agreement that may
be adopted for uniform prices. Canned
goods are moderately active, That there
is no superabundance of money is mani-
fest from the fact that sucar is not being
more largely bought ahead of immediate
requirements. The state of payments as
well is not above the average.

Winnipeg implement dealers are doing
considerable business in seceders and
wheeled rigs, and guite a number of new
threshing outfits have been sold for spring
delivery, showing that there is consider-
able threshing to be done yet, otherwise
threshers would not be in demand., The

rush of spring immigration has commenc-
ed, several large parties having arrived at
Winnipeg already this scason, from cast-
ern Canada and Burope, those from the
former districts bringing with them large
quantities of stock and eflects.

VICTORIA.

FLOUR AND FEED,

There seems to be a feeling that the rise
advised in Manitoba Hungarian-flour will
be maintained. A steady consumptive
demand is reported but no changes in
prices. The Contn.ercial Review says that
flour in Portland is in moderate demand
for local consumption and shipments large,
Quotations remain unaltered. Standard
brands, $4.90 per bbl, Lower grades, $Li0
@ 34.80.

The Columbia Flouring Mills quote:
For Enderby flour in carload Jots,
Premier, $5.50; XXX, $5.30; Strong
Bakers or XX, $5.00; Superfine, $1.00.
Quotations to the trade arc:

Delta, Victoria mills..ceieve. eeee . 8550 @ 0 00

Lion, “ ¢ . .550@ 000
Premicr, Enderby mills..coaeiieee.. 5§ & @ 000
XXX, ’ B rreiesesna DB @O0 00
XX., o O reeerneneees 525 @ 550
Superflne, Y e eenenens 4253450
Ogilvic’s Hungarian...eveeee ceecsas. 600 @ 000

’" Strong Bakers..... e 575@000
H. B. C. Fort Garry Hungarian. . ¢ 00 (¢ 0 00
Benton County, Oregon. .. ... GO0 w000
SNOWAAKG. vvreiencersnaverens veeaien . 625 000
Portland Roller.ccviniciecscccccncaes 610 @ 0 30
ROFAleesiveeeceiscrsoncnncnsncnssenes 600 @ 000
Oregon SuperfinC.cceesssescecseenees 1 25@ 000
Wheat, DX t0n.ieees sonesasiesees. 310 00 @ 45 00
OatBucre cescrecsssscassasasassoesces 32 50 @ 35 00
0il cake meal ceee 3250 @ 3500
Chop feed .3300@ 3500
Shorts... . 2800 @ 30 VO
Bran.... ceevecsccscccnssnceres s 600 @ 27 50
National Mills oatmeal.c.eeee..... 350 @ 000

“ *  rolled oats 32@ 000

e “  split peas 3NN @ 000

« *  pearl barley. 450 @ 000
Californin oatmealicececceceecsss 435 @ 000
California rolled oats.. weee J00E@ 100
Cormmnenl sevececaaacsocsseasraranes 2@ 300
Cracked corn........... vensessanes 1500 @ 50 00
Hay, per ton,.eeeeeee veo.nessacasnne 18 00 ¢* 20 00
Straw, Perbale,cecesescccancecceess 125 @ 000

RICE.
The Victoria Rice Mills quote whole-
sale:

Japanrice, PCrioN.secicecceseciaones veene$77 50
China rice “ . weee 7000
Rice flour Y e vese 0 00
Chit rice “ wese 2500
Rice Mcal R 17 50

GROUERIES AND PROVISIONS.

‘The Vancouver Sugar Refinery advanced
their prices ic last Saturday, and jobbers
have put up their prices in sympathy with
the refinery quotations. California roll
butter is slightly reduced in price since
last week., Fancy is quoted at 26ic to 27c
perlb.  Late advices from San TFrancisco
state that where butter sold at 2ic and 25¢
a week ago it is now quoted at 19c. The
market is rather demoralized. The Dairy-
men's Union, composed of ranchers, con-
trol about half the product that renches
San Francisco, and the outside jobbers are
fighting to hold their trade.

Quotations are: Eastern creamery, 25ic
per 1b. for large and 29ic for small;
Manitoba creamery, 30c, dairv, 1&c;
Eastern Townships, first quality, 26c,
cheese is quoted at 1ic and stifl. DMeats

are yuoted. Haws, lic per lb, , breakfast

bacon, ldc; bhacks, 13¢; short roll,
113c; long clear, 1lc; pure kettle lard,
50 1bs, 13c ; pure steam do,, 12¢; Jard com-
pound, 10)@llic; lard tins, 123@13}c.
Granulated sugar is yuoted by joblers at
dle, and yellows at 4ie to He.

Cowan & Wilson, wholcsale grocers,
have made arrangemients with manufac-
turers in Cuba, and are now rcceiving
fortnightly shipments of the finest brands
of Havana cigars, which are selling from
$30 per thousand upwards.

Falconer's Vicloria Vincgar Works'
goods are now carried by the leading
wholesale grocers, comprising purc malt
vinegar, tomato catsup, Worcestershire
sauce, mushroom catsup, apple and quince
cider, lemon and vamlla extracts and frait
syrups-—of home manufacture.

FRUITS AND VRGETABLES,

The arrivals of California fruit from San
Francisco by the steamer Walla Walla on
Monday for Victoria consisted of 205 cases
oranges, 31 caseslemons, 47 cases hananas,
and 135 cases vegetables; total, 489 cases
California lemons are reported a little
stiffer, and prices are advanced 25¢ to 50e
per case. DBananas are coming in more
plentiful and are a little cheaper. A
decline of 2jc is advised. Quotations
are :(—Oranges—Riverside secdlings, $2.35
to $3.25 ; navels, $1.50 to $5; Los Augeles,
$2; California lemons, $4.50 to $5; Sicily
lemons, $7; bananas, $3.50; silverskin
onions, 2¢ per lb, ; cabbage, 2{c perlb.;
asparagus, 15¢ per lb.; Oregon yellow
danver, 1ic; apples, $1.62% to $2 per box;
potatoes, $15 to $20 per ton. Rhubarb, 1lc.

SALMON,

There is a strong feeling of conservatisn.
among all the salmon packers on the
Pacific Coast. The Alaska packers’ com.
bination have fixed their packs at 400,000
cases, which is about hulf of last season’s
pack. The Fraser River canneries are
preparing for a quarter pack. The Naas,
Skeena and River’s Inlet canneries are,
however, making arrangenients for a full
pack, estimated at about 100,000 cases, and
it is believed that for 1892 British Colum-
bia will show a half packall round of about
200,000 cases.

LUMBER,

There are no arrivals or clearances to
reportsince last week. The fleet loading
at Vancouver consists of flve vessels,
Three are loading for the West Coast of
South America, one for Sydney and the
other for Wilmington, Del. The Chilian
bark Enitrea is reported coming from Val-
paraiso to load at Burrard Inlet, but
destination is not yet known, The Mount
Carmel will load lumber on the Sound for
Callao at 338. Quotations are as fol
lows for cargo lots for forcign shipment,
beingthe prices of the Paciflc Pine Lumber
Association: Rough merchantable, ordi-
nary sizes, in lengths to 40 feet, inclusive,
89 per M fect ; rough deck plank, average
length 35 feew, $19; dressed flooring, $17;
pickets, $9; laths, 4 feet, $2.

——— e

Jay Gould has given $25,000 to the uni-
versity of the city of New York., The gift
was made a few days after he gave his
cheque for $10,000 to the PresbLyterian
church estension,



