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Contributars and Covrespondents,

EXCOURAGING,

EBdfler BRITISY AMERICAN PRFSBYTARIAN

S1r,—I feel constrained to scnd you a few
notes of tho progress of the Canada Presby-
texian Church in this place, in hopes that it
waa g atimulate and encourage others in the
aroat work of gathoring preeious souls into
the kingdom, and cdifying tho body of
Christ. ‘This is ono of tho oldest congro-
gations of ‘Western Ontario, having had a
succession of faithiul pastors, some of whom
are still laboring in ather pavts of Christ's
vineyard, and others Liave gono to their ro-
ward, Owing to tho isolation hitherto
from railroad {facilities, the population of
tho villago has decreased, although wo ox
pect an incrense presontly from the con-
struotion of the Credit Valley Railway. In
euch ecirqumstances it was pot to be ox-
pocted that the mewbership of the Church
could be kept up to tho same point. But
owing mainly to tho fact that most of tho
old settlexs of this neigliborhiood were in-
dustrions, caveful, church.going people,
many of them hiave boen ablo o sottle theix
familics in tho neighborhood, and thus wo
are surrounded by a generationof excellent
young people, wha support ina liboral
mauter the ordinances of religion in their

" midet, Some years ago, the congregation
* horo erccted a very handsomo brick church,

with basement, spire, and gallery, capable
of seatiug 400, and it is now protty well

 fillod, the mostof tho pews being lot.

When ordained liero in March, 1871, the
membership of the church was 14u; it is
now 180. Tho Iargest addition was at the
last communion, a few days 8go, when 29

" . were added to {he cominunion roll. The

yemovhls in tho samo ' period were 2. T

"commeticed & Bible-class when settled here,

. witlk nbont half & doZen members; thero

-

g

aro now over 40 attending, and the average
attondance at Sundny-school for the same
timo has gonoe up from 25 to 85, Wo have
tws prayer -meetings in the week, one in
the-church, nnd ons about 1} miles out,land
both are very well attended. The liberality
of tlie people ling increased in like propor.
tion. Contributions to tho schemes of the
Chuvch in 1870~71, weré $109 57; andin
1872-3, $208 87, Their libarality towards
thoir miuistér has been egually 1nniifest.
In mysottlement here, thé stipend pro-
mised was  $700 and _a manso, Tho flrst
yéar they paid mo'4738 86§ and at tho last
annunl ineotitiy of thoe congregntion tho
stipend was -raised {p 3800, including tho
yoar pnst as well as tho current year. Be-
gidos this reuilat stipend, mydelf and fam-
ily have been remembered in many ways
which I nced fiot meniion. Tho last of
theee is o present from the congregation of
a haudsomo sum of mozsy, to enable us to
take a trip in summor for health and reere-
atior. These things ure indicative of out-
ward prosperity o least, hnd wn are not
withont evidetiéeof a deeper feeling under-
lying theso oltiwnrd expressions of regarid
for the minister and ordinances of the
word, It is surely encouraging fo sco ‘o
more regular attendanco upen divine wor-
ship, grenter earnostnoss in listening to the
word, grestor devoutness of annor, and
reverenca towards divioe things, and in
some cases  clear evidenco of mu_ch dovo-
tiona! feeling, and earnest aqclgmg after
God. Wo trust that the spirit is moving
on many heaxts. May good impressions
deepen into o real work of grace, and may
tho drope_of mercy with which we are fa
vorcd multiply into a grateful and refresh-
ing showerl ¥ ral
ours vory -txuly,
| 3.

The Manks, Streetsville,)
June 24th, 1878. )
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} COMMERCIAL AND POLITICAL MOR-

ALITY.

—

Editsr BRupjKl ARFRICAS PRESDYIZRIAX.

Drar Sr,~—As the conductor of & re-
ligious, (or, should I say ceclesinstical 2) re.
ligious journal, it is undoubtedly your wis-
dom. to abstain from becoming & political
partizan, I boliove thus will contnibute to
the legititnato intlnenco of the B. A, PuEs.
BYTERIAN in, tho spliero which it is Jesigoed
o fill. But whilo you keep alvof fivm par
ty politics, there aro aspects of politics and
commorce which, 605 n religious journalist
and from their intimate connection with
the welfaro of the couniry, yuu swwuld be
anfaithful to your duty and to the country
did you not open yoar columns to, sud
spcak out npon with.no wicertain sound.

The new phase of, the Pacific Railway
_geandal, ng it has baen named, presented
by the publication of & part of tho corres-
pondence, and the charecter of the lato
.election in Soath Ontario, to these whe are
scquainted with it, caunot but ﬁl! evory
honest man and: patriotio citizon with anx-
joly antd alnwma. There is o wor of 1‘0[)1}!-

sive, snnke-like fascination xbout the dis-
closures sade by the leitors . refexred o,
and when they ate finithed.ons fenls, & vo-
.coil a3 frond some deadly pollnted thing.
Ttirpot often thntthe people get fo o
Hedud Thd pecute 9" ekt s wneliof

1

jusiduously into 2very municipahty and

charactor of the men af the liead of owr of
fuirs, political and commerceial.  The glance
wo have just got 15 sufflelent to N overy
simple, upright mind with indignation and
sharce, We hiave still faith to bolievo that
in the great body of Canadian wmerchants,
and in & noble winority of the politicians,
there is a high standard of morality, Tt
ought to bo Inghest in  the highest placos,
where unhappily it iz lowest. The speei-
meng wo have seen of ntorality in the two
cases wentioned aro such as if practised in
private lifo would justly doowma & man to
contempt and infaray.

The building of a Canadian Pacific Rail
way, as & nationa. andertahiug, upon wise
and honoreblo commercial prnciples, and
by wise and fair means, is ono that might
well excite the patrivtism of any govern
mont, ot of any railway company. But jn-
stead of this what do wo sco? Itis made
the prize of the bard, keen, wnprineipled
selfishuess and greed of ono man and his
accomplices fn & game of grab, intimida
tion, and compulsion, Ouc pulitical leail-
ers—and I speak of them now apartfrom
all consideratious of party—conspire with
a monied wmpgnate, first of all fo make lim
their tool, and thiey engago-himn in a schewne
to imapose upon the public by lying, hypo
crisy, and fraud, Ho does it for money,
they do it for oflice. It is intcresting to
watch the development of the plot, and to
follow along tho crooked track of
cunning, deceit, and chicanery. Thero is
to bo a bogus advertisoment to delude the
public, but Sir I. is professedly to have
the contract. Then it turns out that our
politiciana were only playing a deep gameo
of their own, and nover intended to do as
they professed. But the man of business,
helped by their lust of power, and the ex-
igencies of their case, was too much for
them, and beat thom with their own woa.
pons. Into the pit whick they digged for
others they fell themselves. Their sin has
found them out. Toreigners wero taliste
ed in & work peculiarly national, and then
that was denied. Tho almighty dollar was
frecly |used. Pricsts and young lawyers
were cmployed, snd the leading men talked
over by hirelings. Tho pross editors aud
proprietors were tampered with by this as-
tute millionawo. 3MMembers of logislature
are plied with money, the price of leading
inen all over tho Provinde is fixed; and the
government that begon with disheuesty is
at st helplossly entangled in the toils of
the hunter, cornered, outwitted, at the mer-
cy of one maan, nnd oapitulute for & con-
sidergtion. That is n record of dishonesty,
lying, unahty, and corraption! And theso
aro our rulers; tho meniu whose hands tho
most momentous interests of tho country
are entrusted. The influcnce of their ox-
ample is felt throughout tho length and
breadth of thoe Domunior, its steals its way

corporatien, and affects the publio charac-
tor of tho nation in every civilized country.
Surely this is o subject which a religious
paper should not pass unnoticed, aud wingh
good and patriotic’ men throughout the
whole land should denounce and {rown
upon.

The othier matter, the clectivn in Svuth
Ontarto, L persounnlly know about, angd it
Yas been equally criminal with the above,
and the lustory of it is equally dig.graceful
io both political partins. Years ago, the
Retormers herom an ovil hour wenkly
stooped to bribe, and they have naver since
had clean hands. Ncbotly pratends to deny
that tho.most upen and unblughng bribery
was cmployed on both sides ot the last
election, and whether the candidate of the
ono parly or of tho other was successtul,
ho deserved any other name {han tho hon-
ovahle. Representative government, so far
a8 South Outaria is concerned, is & gham
and a cheat. It would bo vastly more fair
and honorablo to set up the nding at anc-
tion, and knock it down to thollnighest bid

der. Tts so-called representative represents
simply the number of dollars Lie has invest-
ed mat, the political caucuses he lns
vought. The francluso i8 au artiele  of

a8 my apology fur su long o letter. I have '
uo doubt that while you kesp clenr of poli- |
tical patizanslup, the B, A. PREan¥1Liiax |
will never either bo smlent or utter un un-
cortain sound when publie morals are en-
dangered or sot at nauglit, and consequent-
ly the honor of the country aud  the safoiy )
and stalality of our wstitntions imperilivd,
I am, denr sir, yours truly,
Moxrror.

CHURCH PSALMODY.
Editor BRITISR ANMPKICAX PRESBITERIAN,

Drsr Sir,~It i3 stated in the Kecord for
this suonth that at  the recent wweting of |
the Generar Assembly “a.committeo was
appomted to consider the substance of an
overture from tho Presbytery of Ottawa
anent sacred musie, and roport to noxt As-
sewbly.” What the Committeo so appoint-
od mey adviso in their report to noxt As.
sombly, and how their report may be dis.
posed of romaing yot to beseen, But
mennwhile the subject of the uverturo 18
open to romark, and 18 worthy of a larger |
sharo of sttention than it has yot recetved
from our Chwreh courts, or from miost if
not oll our congregutivus,  Xudeud it docs
not look weli that when the malter of
‘Chureh psalinody has boen faken up by tho
Supreme Court—and this ins boetr'the cnse
yopeatedly—it hius been faken up at the
last of ats sittings, when comparativoly fow
members were presort, ani these wore ea-
hausted with their provious labours. Now
I wish to show, amoug other things, that
the culture of sucred wmusic is a matter of
no inferior importanco, and desorves to be
warmly oncouraged by our Church office-
benrors, o

It is not to bo forgottén that David, “the
sweet psalmist of Israel," provided largely
for the culture of sacred music, and especiale
ly for tho comely exercise of it in the houso
of God. “Ho appointed ecertain of the
Lowites to minister before tho ark of the
Lord, and torccord andto thank aud
praise the Lord God of Israel” *So the
number of thom, with their brothren that
were instructed in tho songs of the Lord,
even all that were cnnmng; were two hun.
dred four-score and eight.” ,Mertin Luther,
too, with all his manly heroism for .thé
truth of God, was intonse.y oagor for the
due praise of God. In fhe history of the
Reformation, from the pen of the lato
D'Aubigne, it is said, “Luther, in translat-
ing the psalms,thought of adapting them to
bo sung by the Church, and thus o tasto for |
musto was diffused throughout tue nation. '
‘Next to theology,’ Luthber would say.
‘I givo the first placo nnd the great
est honor tomusic,' A schoolmastor vught
to bo able tosing,he would further say,with.
out which I would not even look at him.
From Lutlior's time tho peoplo sang: the
Bible inspited their sougs, and the impulse
thus communicated at the epoch of t)ia Ro-
formation afterwards led to those magmifi-
cent oratorics, which seom to have carried
that art to its highest pitch of perfection.
Thero is also another namo that ought to
bo givon here, the namo of tho lato Dr.
Androw Thomson,of Edinburgh, If he was
a poworful controversialist, he wasalso an
mdent, fino melodist, and partly by lus
own compositions such as Sprouston, Red-
emption, at St. George’s, Edinburgh), and
partly by the influence of his  famous pre-
centor, R. A. Smith, (whose musical compo-
sitions are numerous and admirable), ho ox-
orted himsolf with good offect in stirring up
the Cliucches of Seoutlond to a better ap-
preciation and & better performarico of “the
gorvico of song in tho house of the Lord.”
And without the aid of the foregoiug names,
should it not Le clear from the nature of
the case, that tho aulture of sacragl musio is
of great importanco? Yes, of greater im-
portance than many oxamine.  'The juflu-
ence of it, will bo adverted to fmmediately.
But at present I wish your readers tu ol-
servc, that thoe servico new spoken of Lias
direct referenee to God, ¢hat it is mentioned
with imamense frequency both in the Old
and in the. New Testawent, and that after
we have got to tho better world, it will still

trade. Every uther man almost that you

meet in citlier side js polluted. The very
atiueplicre feuls adif it-were thic}g and
poisoned wth curruption. The Jiberties,
tho highest mterests of tho state, of all.gwd
amen, are bartered for moncy, and sacrificed
by men who aro traitors tp tho trust com-
mitted to them by #heir follow citizens un-
der n freo government. What most
awnkens apriety and alarm is, that mem
begn of Chiristinn ckurches and oftice-bonr-
ers arce beginning to justify this, to eounive
stit, and-sanction ity by londing their
countennnce to these imfamous proceed-
ings, Sir, it it wuraly high titné for Chx"is-
tian men, for overy patriotic citizen, o take
a stand: for truth and honesty and purity.
My excecding surietyfor thoro,a8-& lover of.
my country, tHédangerd which ara.evideut-.

bo engaged n oven after priyer and preach-
ing, aud the sacraments have becomo un

nguessary, and if su, shouid any one
fancy for o eivgle mouent, that
wo need not  concern  ourselves,
hiow we sing, or that in praising God in

empluyed within our charclies aere to be
of na eluliorate kind, or of such o kind ag
fow could jom in. bt this 18 not the knd
of wusic that iz sought for; and [ eannot
beliove that the committeo on music, to re-
port next year, wilt countenanes any such
wusie as thaat,  What i desnable through.
out our congregationsis the ciaployment of
aimple, good, diversified tunes, macetiny the
requireraents of the emient metros, and
sung m two, if possiblo m four, parts, with
proper spivit, and harmony and power,
Now if such musio were general among us,
nstead of ex.inguishing, or ¢von weakening
piety, I awm  thoroughly persuaded,
and the persuasion grows with my
years, that it would help to promote
it.  Demonstration of this is, perhaps,
imposgible. But I argue the pointin two
waye. Wo aro influonced for good by
whet is good. A preacher would injure
the ecfforts of his preaching if he wore
frequently to fall into mispronunciation,
and bad grammar, ote., whereas in pro-
nouncing his words correctly, and using
the proper words of speaking, he would
tell on his hearers with bottor effect. And
s0 with onr congregational music ; instead
of being coarse, or slovenly, or jarring,

let it be tnsteful, and sweet, and
withal diversified, and our pioty
will be sure to be aided there-

by: we shall find ourselver better disposed
to praise God with the whole heart. But
to add another and & better argument—the
argument of fact. In any congregation, ci
m any denomination where piety is strong,
is the music poor? Iilismnot. Thero ttfay
not be one organ or even n choir § but tho
voices of the praying families, Sabba:h
school teacheyr, Christian visitors joined
with tho voices of their fellow worshipers,
make up, assurcdly, “grave, sweet melody,"”
Jast because the peoplo nro  pioas,
they wish to lenour God with tieir
best music, and just as their pisty
improves, their music (other things bemg
oqunl) improves too. Itis therefore unwise
for any of our good folks or our worthy
ministors, ito discourage the culturo of sa-
cred song. If thoy have no musical ear
themselves, lot them have regard fur the
onr of othiers. And through you, Siv, I
invoke all that wish well of our Church to
lend sssistance in this matter, fully per-
suaded, as they ought to be, that like all
other arts, sacred music requires to bo cul.
tivated, and that whore it is cultivated in n
proper way, it will giva a help to the canse
of religion. It is also worthy of a moment's
notice, that offorts in this laadable direction
have been gotug on, und are still going on,
n various branches of the Church of Shnst.
Not to speak ot the Wesloyan Methouists,
or the Emiscopalinns, 1t is envugh to men.
tion other bodies with whomn wo _rre moro
clossly connscted, The Freo Chureh of
Scotland, and the Unitel Presbytenan
Church of ‘Scutland, Legides 1sswung denom-
mational tune-books, have severally orgnu-
izol Comimittees ow Psalmody, who take
moasuraes for establishung classes of music,
and grant certificates to duly qualified pro-
contors, and annualy report on these and
othoer Jindred pomts to their respective su-
premo conrts. It1s therefore the convichion
of these bodies, that the subject spoken of
in this letter is ono of no mean importance,
and that much-as they attend to Home and
IFororgzn Missions, to Sabbath Obgervanee,
to Sabbath Schools, to Umon and Temper-
ance, they also find a placa for Sacred
Music. And in this respect, may it not bp
hoped that very soon we shall follow their
cxample! Indeed 1tis farr to suppose, that
the Commmtteo spoken of at tho outset of
thus letter shall give o report to the assome
bly next year that will lead the assembly
forthwith to i.istitute a standing Committece
on the matter.

Alonths however must yetanterveno : angd
some good miny be effected meanwhiie
through the medinm of your paper. Ifis
possible therefore that, if' you insert the
foregoing in an early issue, I way saya
little more on the subject. .

Yours truly,

a. P,
July 8, 1878.

TRESEYTERY O TOROXTO.

An ordicary meeting of this Presbytery
was held in the usual place on the 1st ust,
when w furr amonut of business was doue.
Rev, Me. Clhinistic was appuinted modorato
for tha next Lwolvemonth: but in his ab
sencoe Rev. Mr. Meikle ocenpied the chair.—
An.extract nupute of the Genceral Assembly
wasgead ancnt the appuintinent of Rove ol
Caspbell M, A. to the clinic of Apologutics
& Chureh History in the collego of Montreal.
In connection therewith there appeared for

his own house we any offer him that which
has cost us vothing.

But some peoplo will probably say that
in arriving  at jimprovements in sacred mu-
sto there 18 danger of weahenwg the sping,
of piety, ov what 18 worse, -of. brng-
jng in the form of religion in placo
of its reality, Thero aje good peo-
ple who are apt to say . this, and I fear
that thore are souie worcbyelderkand nun-

jstors Wwho ure apt-id say 80-too, Butwhy t
‘eay 30? “The notions referded 4o would |-

1§ threiteningul, will s ascepled, 1.1iope,.

haye, . rome., foundalion, 16, {lie  mgec

the Session of Charlesstrect, Tovonto, Messrs
James Brown and Joseph (ubsun, and tn
the congregation Mesers C, Patersun, Q. C.,
Chierles Durand and Wm. Munyo, who rev-
erally expressed their regretat the thonght
of, Jusing t\xe pastoral services of  3r.
Campbell (who had labonsed with so mugch
acceptance among them,) but bowed to the
action of the rapremo court in this matter,
as algo to 3Ir. C's acceptance of the appmut-
n.ent, and declared their earnost wighes for
Jun comfors audsuccess in tha new sphere

\he. gongregation, Mr. Cam

apd, ¢ C
rande a brief statement; recipr

whialt Jies Ueforo hita.  Along with thepe
aralstudumuents, corresponding statemonts
wero vead from the records. of the sesuan

{D
e/

kind testimontes whiteh had juatbeen gaven,
Several membors of presbytery guve uttexe
wine €t the general rogrot veeasioned by tho
severnneo which was abont to be effeeted,
and thereaftox, on motion made, the pres-
bytery appointed Rov. Jo M. King to preach
to Cliwries Street congrezation op t‘w Gth
oty aid g aceordanee with the Assembly's
i tenetion) to declare the counection be
tween Mr, Campbell and the congregation
digselved. At g later stage, tho follewing
punute was al<o pdopted: In talang leave
of Mi. Cunuplell, tsxe Preshytery desires
to put on record an oxpression of the high
estimato which it has forued of his charac-
ter, ability, and eminent qualifications for
the work to which the Assowmbly has ealled
him, and of the deep senso which it enters
tains of the ability and sucews with winch
Lic has Iebured ns the first pastor of the
Charles Street Chureh, of his uniform eour-
tesy and kindness ae a momber of this court,
and of the active aud useful mterest ho has
taken in tho various operations of the
presbytery.  Tho Presbytory, ot the samo
timo, while regrotting My, Campbell's s vor-
ance from i, congratulates himin his unani-
mous appointment, at so carly an age, to
a positioa of great honour and usefulness,
and folluws L. wath its cordial wiches for
his comfort and suceess therom. Rev, Mr.
Reid was appointed interim Moderator of
the Session ot Charles Street and the sup-
Py of the public was left to the H. M, Com-
ntttee.~Commissions were road from the
Culomal Committeo of the Free Church of
Scotland, in favour of Revs. Jobn Bain
Scott, Donuld Suthorland and Archibald
Stovenson, all of them probationers, and
the Presbytery received thom as proba-
tioners of the I'. C. Church, instructing the
clerk to transmit their names to the con-
vener of the committeo on the distribution
of preachors.—An application was made
from the congregation of Oraugeville for
the appointment of one {o moderate in a
call with a promise of $600.00 as aunual
salary. Mr. McKitrick was heard as com-
mussioner; and Rove A. McFaul was
appointed to preach and moderate, as ap-
plied for, on Wednesdny tho 16th inst, at
7:30 p. m.—Rov. J. Pringle roported fora
Commuttee formorly appointed, that they
hiad conferred with the people about Alton
village, ns also with the congregation of
Caledon West, and would recommend the
Dresbytery to supply theso conjointly. It
appesred from o minute of tho Presbytery
of Guolph (in whose bounds the congrega-
fion of Caledoh West are) that said Pres-
bytory are quite agreenble to this proposal
and 80 it was ﬁnnllf resolved upom, with
the undorstanding thst thoe supply provided
ahendy for Caledon Wert slml{' also be ex-
toended to Alton till the first of October,
when the new mandgement shall come into
operation.~-Mr.Jolin 8crimger, M. A., Alex-
audex Gilrcoy aud Mr. D. J. Caswell, all of
them theological students, appeared Lefore
the Presbytery and were takon on public
prohibitionary tvinlg for lieense, ngrecably
to have obtamed from the General Assem-
bly, Tiiediscourses gl\'Oﬂbf' these studonts,
and the vxaunnation to which they were
subjceted, proved satisfactory. Aund after
auswering the questions which are usually
put on such occasions, they werc licensed
to prench ihe gospel of tho biessed God.—
Y arivus other mnatters were brought up and
disposed of, but possessing no public 1ater-
est.  Aud the uext ordinary meoting was
appointed ta be held in the usual place on
tho first Tuesday of Soptumber, at1l a. m,
R. MoxTEATH, Pres. Clerk.
e m————as

PRESBYTERY OF OWEN SOUND.

This Presbytery met in the Division
Streot Churcli, Owen Sound, on tho 1st
inst. ‘The resinnations of the Rov. Messrs.
Brown and MecInnes, which had been
been laid on the table at the previous meet-
ing of tho Presbylery, after hearing the
soveral parties intorested, swere necopted,
and the usual steps were ordered to Lo to-
ken for disolving the pastoral tie between
these gentlemen, and  their  respective
charges. The Presbytory thought of send-
ing out a deputation to Mi. Brown’s con-
gvegations, as they considered the matter
potripo for issue ; but AMr. B., urging the
immediate aceeptance of his resignation
and stating that he would not under any
eirenmstance enntinne in  the charge, the
Presbytory with reluctavee yielded ¢ his
request and accepted his resiimation. A
committec was appointed to draft a minute
expressive of the regret with whichthe Pres
Liytery parted with Mesars, Biuwn and Me-
Tanes and also of the high estimation in
which they ave held as pastors and co-pres.
byters.  The congregations of Clmksburyg
and Wilhamstown having applied for a
muderation in a eall to & minister, the U'res-
bytery, after heaving their commissionus,
agreed to grant thein tho moderation asked
2y, A moderation in a call swas also grant.
cd to the congregation of Big Bay. Latona,
furteddy & puat of Rev. Mr. Camerous
clinrge, alsu had a muderativn granted. &
eommizsioner from the congregation at Mea-
ford appeared and asked that the congre-
gaton be separated from that of Grersville,
y aint that tho furmer bo granted & modera-

tion Inp call. Tue applicition furseparativa

proveated the ,l’x‘csl?'tox)- fromy graating
! the moderation sought; and accordingly
t the Presbytery ordered that both congrega-
tions be cited to appeat for her interents
at an adjourned mecting to be held on the
bind inst., with certification ‘that if Griors-
ville do not then appear, they will be held
us consonting tu. the change sought by Mea-
ford. Mr. Whinster, student of Divunity,
was then taken on trial for licensa. He fle-
livered five discourses on subjocts proseribed
at-the last mesting, and wae examinedt m
Greak, Hebrew, Theolbry, Chwreh History,
and Chuxch Gpverdment.  The wholo ex-
amination was cordially sustained, and tho
S}xcgtions of tho formuls having Leen put hy

6 "tti’ b
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odarator dud asiénfad 16 by Mr. W,
he was duly licewved at-A poscher of the
gopel ks



