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| WHAT TRUTH SAYS.

The plumbers havo a hard time of 1t all
tho world over.  Every body seems to take

8 . pleasure in girdingat them. Their charges,

itissatd, are exorbitant, their dawdling and
waste of time simply outrageaus, while theie
s qeamping”  tendencies and general bad
work Joings have made them the reproach
of all honest worlimen and the terror of all
derent houscholdera.  Indeed, it has come
ta pass that not outsiders merely blamno them.

B ‘T'ho more respectable of their own hody are

crying out “'shame” and calling for repent
auco and improvement.

‘The master of the Worshipful Company
of Plumbers in Lovdon, England, has been
reading his fetlow.craftemen a lesson. Mr,

B Shaw, the master in question, denounced

defective plumbing us one of the greatest
crimes that man could comunit.  He said
further that tho damnge done in this way
«very year to health and lifo was simyply in-
In comparison all that dyma.
miters and assussing kave accomplished or
will is 80 insignificant as not to bo spoken

fof. The plumber’s work is often, wo are
R:.{raid, done in such.a way that its various

shorteomings cannot be traced, but plenty
of its shortecomings can bo fully followed»
and they nre certainly atrocious. This
waster plutnber insists upon universal in-

" B specticn as greatly needed and an oxcinplary
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) td to thoe other.

junishiment wherever had workmanship is

tound out.

What is true of Lngland is equally so of
anada ; perhaps moro sv.  Wero plumbing
klone as it might and as it ought ¢o be, thero
oull not bho one water-pipe frozen in
'orouto or anywhero clse from one year's
The cause of all these do-
tic troable und catastrophics is bad
abl 3, and that alone.  Well, just think
plit. The latc cold wsnap caused the
fputlay of thousands of dollars in rejoining

B ater-pipes, and in Toronto alone the loss

f willions of gallons of water in the effort
» heep things square.  Vipes are taken in
h +axt number of cases just where they will
e ot evposed o frost. Then the lead is
{trn poor, the joiuts leak, and everything
just the reverse of what it ought o he,
e storice that arc told of the diabolical
svewhings of some of the Toronto plumb.
®are staply 80 shocking as to exceed any
ey faith. Yot rany of these aan bo
Boly too vasily authenticated.  What is to
cdone? * 0! reform it altegether.”

And the planbersare not the only sinners
rogh they get the credit genemily of
ing s in this department. The same
adency iy everywhere and among all
wstes of workmen  md  contractors,
tanylaly contract for the creetion of &
use without daily, hourly, watchiulsnper-
Btendenre and what sart of a thing will ho
1 Inthe end it will cost doulde what
2id at the first would be sufficient and
will nit ia any respect bo half up to the
Bk bargained for.  What cracks thero
Wl specdily be in all the woodwork!
M DAt iserable plastering?  What frandn-

lent bricklaying!  What portentously bad
locka! The whole not “cheap ”  Anythiug
but that! But *“nasty” with « vengenco!
Have man altogether parted company with
their consciences? It would scem in a great
number of cases asthough they had.  Think
of the bad bricks put into sewers.  Think
of the scamping work on block pavements,
The great thingis not to put in good work,
but to take caro not to be found out when
bud work is put in at good prices! Itis
very terrible, but it hasa very greatamount
of truth about it all the sane.

Then is theve any such thing us good
painting or good paint? How long will white
paint stand on a fence before it can bo rubbed
off liko whitening? Not long—not two ycars
at most, in many cases, though it used to be
fifteen or twenty, WhyY Becauso the
paints are all adulterated, and only here und
there the genuine thing isused. Fricndsall !
Ropent and sit in dust and nshes,  Why, if
amnau could thoroughly establish his char-
acter for doing fair goad work whether
watched or not, he would make his fortunc.
We have heard people remarking with a
sort of helpless look of wonder that suchand
such a butcher would supply a cbild justas
fuirly as the best juage of butcher’s muat.
That is, he was simply houest, and men stood
aghast in wonder as at the sight of a white
crow. Another tells of & house-builder who
needs no superintendent ¢ If that man could
continue uncorrupted among all tho evil in.
fucnces around him, what a fortune he
would nake ! Moat of people doubt it, but
aftér ull honesty answersbest in the long
run. Oh, plumbers, carpenters, bricklayer.,
butchers, grocers and howse-builders take a
note of the fuct and turn over & tew leaf.

Innext week's Trurie there will appear a
well written article in regard to McMaster
Hal, the Toronto Baptist College, from the
pen of one of theleading geutlemen connent.
ed with that fostitution. It will be illus.
trated with avery fine view of the building,
Others of similar leading Canadian educa.

ionnl justitutions will follow au due course,

Is it understovu that home is o place

where {riends weet? &» it is generally

anderatond, but it is frequently a wiv. ¢
taken idea.  Guests usrally coano not in at

pleasant, free and foicnilly fashion, tut oure
or twice a year, at what seems very like a
great wineting of creditors, At other tuncs
familica in general seem to heep themselves
to themselves, It is a great paty that soxch
should be the case,but it i« truc.i !l the s,
and in no locality we thnk mere so than
in Toramte - A manswho thinks to **drop in”
of au cvening for a litle faacnlty chat, will
soon tind himrelf undecaived,and will never,
1o almast never, he repaid iv kind.

The basin of the Congo i3 a tremendously
largu streteh of country, about twice the
sizcof Brazil, and,nccerding to Stanley,with
about twenty nillions of people. Thero
ought to o a good trade with those folks.
The Alanchester men have Leen assnred
that thoy conld then have a yearly market
for §130,000,000 worth of their dry goods,

Thiuk of that, ye cotton makers of Canada,
who have been over-producing t

Mauy children attending Loudon schools
camo withoutdinner, theirpareutaaresopoor,
It is not to bo expected that dinnerless boys
and girls should make much progress at their
lessons. To remedy this, cheap dinners havo
been innugurated, and we are assurcd that
good, wholesome and sufficient meals can bo
had for two cents, and pay all expenses
thercby. Just think of it. Irish stew and
bread for o hundred can bo supplied for
R1.75, or little more than a cent and a half,
Conld not the benovolent in Toronto do
something like this, and obviate to a great
extent soup kitchens altogether?

How curious the different ways .n which
people show their kind-heartedniss. Ono
man Jast year sent to the editor of London
Truth 5,000 new six-penny pieces for distri.
Lution among the children in London hospi-
tals and workhouses. This year he has
bettered it by acnding S,000 for tue same
pwrpose. It will make §,000 littlo hearts
quite glad.

——- - —— - <t

Toronto has to mowrn over the fact that
prize fighting within her bounds is greatly
on the increase, and can bo sct about with.
out any fear of interruption or punishment.
Itis certainly loathromoe to think of two

humanbiutesbattering cach atherasthey do
every now and then in this aity under the

pretence that it is thereby a grand natural
cultivation of science Such 1alk is a great
deal too thin, and if our policeand polico

cummissioners were doing their duty, tho
inwquity would have been stopped long ago.

Cannibalism it sccms has revived in
Hayti and has also been found prevailing
atCapo Coast Castle. It i3 saidthat by a
particular kind «of superstition  prevailing
there, cannibalinm’is thought_to be indispen-
sable.

——— — -

There is a dog stary goiny, therounds of
the Landon papers which is worth produc-

g Itseemsthat n few weeks ago a rough
terrier barked fiercely at the door of the
Charing Crose Hospital When admitted he
limped i, squatted on theat, and held up
an injured fore-paw.  The house-surgeon
came, whereupon the dog follov.ed him at
once actoeg the hall to tho accident-room,
jumped at once, when invited to do 80, on
the chair, and again held out the injured
paw It vas dressed, when thedog licked
the hand of the surgeon and {ondly barked
ity grtitude tillit had to be ture 1 out,
showing great reluctance to Jeave, 1}, Bel-
lamy, the house surgeon, counfinr  this
stadement, and adds that on Thursua, the
dog eame like ¢ .y other out.patient to have
hispaw dressed. It is not known to whoin
the dog belonge.

eThe French bave not got the Chincso
contract off their handa, and may not for
seme considerable time. 1 they wero rea.
sonable poace would hesoon be made wp, for
the Chincao do not want te fight Lut they
caun't help themselves, for the Freneh want
a groat sum of money, which the Chinese
have nat to give,

The Dake of Argyle is not ot all surcthat
the riro in the standard of liviug of the
crofters is not ono of the causes of the pres-
cut agitation. The special correspondent of
the St James' Qazetle thus describes his
visit to o crofter’s hut, which, ho deciares,

was a palaco in comparison with somo of
the dwellings ho visited :—*¢At last niy
oyes beeamo accustomed to tho semi.dark.
ness, and I was ablo to mako out tho forms.
of the inmates of the hovel, They sat hud.
dled togother on a low back settle, warming
themselves, and greedily watched a bat

tered pot that, suspended from an impro.
vised trippd above the fire, contained a
quantity of thin broth, the main ingredi.
cots of which were, aus I afterwards discov-
ered, potatoes and fish ! I shared the poor
people’s meal of broth and oaten cako, while
the smoke curled upwards, and hung bo.
neath the roof in an impenetrablo cloud.”
It is on faro of this description that tho
crofters havo waxed fat, and kicked.

The Financial Reform Almana: of Britain
for 1865, shows how tho aristocracy have
drained tho public purse sinco 1850.  Tho
net result i3 that 332unoble familics of 7,901
members have held 13,958 offices in that
period, and have reccived £108,614,652
sterlivg as their pay  No doubt much of
this moncy has Leen honestly carned m the
public service, and there ean be ¢ jually no
doabt that by far the larger part of it has
been quite unnccessary expenditure.

The following grapbic and truthful des.
eription of *‘War,” by Thomas Carlyle, has
been often quoted, but it is worthy of boing
8o again:

What, speakingin quite unoffictal language is the
uet purpert and upahot of wart  To iy Owh Anow.
ledze, tor example, there ductl and tofl, in the Brit-
th villape of Drumelrudge, uscally some Mhe hute
dred soulv.  From these by certain *atoml Eneme
{es" of tho French, there are successively seleeted,
during the French war, say thirty able-bodied men.
Drumdnudge, at her oun capense, has suckled and
nursicd them; shie has, not without dithiculty aud gz
tow, fed thewn up to manhood, and even trzined them
to crafts, 30 that one can weave, auother build, an.
other hawuner, atd the wenhest ean stand under
thirty stone aveininpoin.  Neterthelesy, amil such
weephlng and awearing, they are alected, all dressed
in redd, and shipre) away, at public chianges, somn
two ‘housand wilex, oF xav only ta the routh of
Spatn, and fed there till wanted ~ Andnow to that
same spot, (i the - uth ©f Spatn, are thirty similar
French arttang, from a Peeaech Drumdendge In like
manncr wending, till at  length, after Inflnite cffort,
the two partles  com- into actual Juntaposition; and
thirty atuidg fronting thinty, cach witha gun 10 his
band  Simighitway the wond “Fire” fsgiven, and
ther biow the mauls out of enc another and In placen
ofalxty brisk, viscful craftouen, the worrl has sisty
dead carcazes, which ft 1wt bun, and anew she §
tears for. 1ad these men any quarrel” Nusy as tho
deril ia, not the smallest!  They lied far ensugh
apart were the ehtltereat atrangets tay, inpo widen
universo there Wwav cven, uncensetsusly, by eom
weree, sne nutual helpfulncss etween them,  low
then”  Simpleton® l)w}r prrernom had fallen out,
and, tnstead of shooting one another, had the eunne.
ing to make those poor blockhiecads thout.

— e - ca—

Coloncl Van Zandt spoke in quito a flat.
tering way recently of the raw material of
the militia. e reganded it as in no respect
infcrior, in some cespects even superior, to
tho State Gunrds of the United States.
Wall, this is cuvonraging, but it is notling
uew.  Everybedy knows that knewa any-
thing about the subjectat all, that there is
no better material to make a goldier out of
than the averago Canadian.




