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8,334 in 1S9%. So far as was pos.
sible ail of these cases. except tho:e
In private houses, were visited, or the
premises whvre they lived were in-
spected, and, in addition, the premises
uccupied hy persons dying from
tuberculosis (numbering each year
nearly ts;)o were inspected, and
suih action taken as was vonsidere!
possible and desirable. Aitogetcr
the premises and cases thus tcoming
under observation during these three
years numbered 35,000.

"1hese farts convey some id'a of
the enormous sanitary importance of
the subject. It is conservatively es-
timated that there are at least 2 .OO
cases of well developed and recog-
nized pulmonary tuberculosis now i.
New York City, and an additional
large number of obscure and Inclpient
forms of the disease. A very large
proportion of the former cases con-
ttitute more or Iess dangerous centris

for infection, the degree of danger
depending In earh Instance upon ti
Intelligence and rare whieh Is exer-
cised In the destruction of the exper-
toration. Ali the suffering andi death
consequent upon the prevalence of
this disease, in view of modern scien-
title knowledge. Is largely preventahle
by the careful observation of simple.
well understood and easily applied
mensures of e!eanliiess. disinfretion
and Isolation.

"In the beginning of 1897. the
Health Board ri'rther adopted some
recomrnpnflation, mrade by Dr. T.
Mitchell Pruden, Consulting Patho-
logist to the Health Department, and
the writer. which advised that pui-
monary tuberculosis be declared to be
an "Infectious and communicable Iv-
case, danzerous ta the public hea-th."
and which required "the not'fler!rn
of ail cases occuring in the city." in
the sane way as Is required in r"n-I
to small-pox. Fcarlet fever, dinih'hria
and other similar diseases. Tuberen-
losis. however. In accordance with tic
speclal section of the Sanitary Codl-.
enacted to provide for these measures.
Is distinctly separated fron tbe
nther diseases-Is not classed with
them as a con'agicus disease, but is
referred to as "an Infectious and rom-
municable dIsease." It has alwa-
appeared to the Health Board ex-

c.'edingiy desirable that a broad dis-
tinction shouild exist in the pub.rc
muind between this disease and those
diseases whieh are more properly
classed as contagions.

"In the treatment of aparuents,
which have been occupit-ed by tuber -
u'z.ar patients and vacated by de.lh

or renioval, renovation has been and
is trdered. rather than disinfection
atempted. because the. lealti Board
has always felt that disinfection for
tubtrculosis in the poorest tenement
houises could not be satisfactorily per-
fcriied, and has considered renova-
tion as certainly efficient. In the
thousands of orders which have ben
irs:e i under the resolution rcferredI
te uîpon the owners of real property
during the last four years. rcquiring
the renovation of premies. little or
io dificulty bas been experienced in
enforcing compliance, and rarely has
there been serious objection.

Public Institutions. hospitals. asyl-
ums. homes. etc.. are now not only
required to report the name, last ad-
dress, sex. age, and occupation or
every case of tuberculosis cm.ning
uniler observation within one week of
such time, but they are further re-
quired ta notify the departnt of
the discharge or transfer of such
patients. The purpose nf this pro-
cedure is to keep under more or less
constant supervision those cases of
pulnonary tuberculosis which occur
among the poorest classes of the
population; In other words. those
which are most ilkely to be dangerous
sources of infection to others. Un-
fortunately. at the present time. therm
are no hospitals directly under the
control of the Health department.
for the iso'ation of cases cf pulro-a-y
tuberculosis. but It !s hoped that turh
hospitals may he soon provided.

"The bert medical opinion forbids
that persons suffering from pulmon-
nrv tuberrulosis be treated in asjcia-
tion with other classes of cases In th.
reneral medical wards of zen-ral
hompIta's. This opinion hs bas-d ou
the daily observitione of da-er- In-
cidrnt the'et,.-nd It lhas vcry pron-r'y
resulted in the exclu'ion, t-1 -. In--
extent, of persons sutfferingr from th
disease from any of the general


