
A PLEA FOR THE INTERNATIONAL STUDY OF
CARCINOMA.*

ny NICHOLAS SENN, M.D., CHICACO, 1LL.

Professor of Strgery in the University of Chicago.

"Sed oportet privatii utilitatibus i- ulicas, mortalibus oetornas
anteferre : multoque diligentius w ieri suo consulere, quamu
facutatibuis."

INTuOD1- o RY REMAnxs.

H.umanitarian Servir .- From time inniemorial the medi-
cal profession has been iii search of ways and means to reduce
the sun of human suering iii its efforts to prevent and treat
dlisease.

The physicians of all times, more than auy other class of
men, have devoted a large part of their tinte, talents and ener-
gies to promote lie lappiness. welfare and usefulness of their
fellow-beings without any expectation of a pecuniary gain for
their unselfish, self-imposed and often ardnous task.

The philanthropic spirit has always animated medical men
and their organizations, large and small. A liberal part of
the transactions of the iedical societies tbroughout the entire
eivilizcd world is devoted to subjects which have a bearing on
the prophilaxis of disease. The public will never realize the
vast aiount of work that bas been done in this lirectioi by
ihe mass of the profession, inspired by men of the highest sci-
entific attainmients. he growing knowledge of the real cause
and nature of disease, the ontgrowth of original research ani
accurate scientific investigation by a host of earnest students
the world over bas already resulted in erasing from our nonen-
elature a nuiber of formidable diseases am in limiting the
spread of deadlv epidemies.

Preventiv e Medicine.-The rowain g glorv of our profes-
sion. in the future will be preventive medicine. The sphere
of the general practitioner- will become more and more circum-
scribed; that of the scientist will expand and keep step wiih
the progress an d advancements of preventive medicine.
iRational preventive medlicine had its origin contemporane-
Oisly with the foundation of flie new science of bacteriology,
and its further developmeit, aid sphere of usefulness must
necessarily de)pend on the progress and expansion of the latter.
We may confldently look to the near future for more men like

'1)elivcred before on- of ti general sessions of the Lisbon Initernitional MedicalCongrcss, Apri) i9Lh to *26t1î, 190W.


