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ART XI.—T'wo cases of early viability, and an interesting case of premature
berth. By M. McCuLroch, M. D., M. R.C. 8. L., Lecturer on Mid-
wifery, McGill College, Physician to the University Lying-ia {los-
pital, &c.

Mrs. Ienderson, aged 28, the wife of a grocer in this city, had been
marricd about a year, and was attended by me in her first labor on the
13th February, 1849. She was delivered of a son whose weight was
ascertained by his father and myself not to exceed thirty-six ounces,and
his length, likewise accurately tuken, was fourteen inches.  He had sorae
hair on his head, and cried as soon as he was born.  IIe was wrapped in
cotton wool, and within ‘wenty-four hours, sucked his mother’s breasts
without difficulty. Her nipples were well formed-and she had already
a sufficient supply of milk. On the 24th he weighed forty-seven ounces,
and on the 13th March, when a month old, his weight was 31b. 11 ounccs,
and length 16 inches. On 13th Apnl, I put him again into his father’s
scales, and found his weighit to be 5lb. 2 ounces, and length 17§ inches.
Up to this date his health had been so uniformly good that he never need-
cd any kind of medicine, and he was, in every respect, except size,a fine
thriving child. Soon after the commencementof the third month he was
unfortunately exposed to cold and died of inflammation of the lungs, after
being ill about a week.

The mother of this child could not remember the date of the last ap-
pearance of the catamenia nor when she quickened, but thought she be-
came pregnant about the first of July, and if there was no error regarding
this date, her son had been in uteroseven months and thirteen days, and
there must have been some check to his uterine progress, but if we take
1nto consideration the faverable state of his healtlh aund daily inerease in
butk after Lirth, and his immature weight when two months old, 1 think
iiis mother may have been mistuken regavding the first of July, and that-
1t is more probable the duration of his previous existence did not execed
the end of the sixth month.

Mrs. Gulbraith miscarnied on the 28th of January. She beeame agun
preguant before the cutamema returned, and wus delivered Ly me on the
23rd of July —175 days, or twenty-five weeks after the miscarriage. The
mother refused to allow the child to be weighed, but Tascertained its length
to be thirteen inches. 1t is probable that its weight was less than two
pounds, and that the duration of pregnancy did not exceed twenty-two
weeks. Notwithstanding, it survived three hours, and its cries were so
loud and frequent durig the first forty winutes as to astouish every one
present.

Mrs ,the wife of a former steward of the Montreal General Tospital,
the mother of several children. had a child bora within 6 monthsand 14
days of the possible comumencement of preguancy.  Previous to this pe-




