
EDITORIAL.

alcohol is not contraindieated. In a recent number of the Cance/, 1 1-
leston and Allingliai report a case of cerebro-spinal meningitis. treated
by lamineetomny, The patient was a man 21 years old who was suffering
fromi what appeared to be a severe type of the disease, and in the judg-
ment of the attending physician under simple medical treat ment up-

peared to have little chbance of life. Surgical intervention was Iherefore
imdertaken; an incision w-as miade over the spines of the lower dorsl

vertebrae, and the lamîinæe of Ilte 7th1 and Stl were excised: Ihe exposed
and bulging dua n'was incised for about an inch in the long axis oif the
cord; c-oaguated lympih and ccrel)ro-s)inlal fluid escaped: a drainage tube
was inserte d, and the wvound dressed altisel)tic-ally. Deciled impr-ove-
ment at once ensued; for three and a-half weeks the discharge continued;
and on any interference with ils flow, the syIptIoIs bacamiîe aggiravated.
On the thiriy-fourth day the temperat.ure remainimed normal. Ihe dis-
c-harge gCreatly diinished, and shortly afterwards disappeared. The
tube was reimoved on tle fortieth day. and the wound wais completely
healed cleven days afterw-ards. In this case the result appeared t i con-
flirmn the wi-sdomî of the treatment. Whether a'similar result will follow
in any large iinmber of cases, experience alone can show.

ON MENINGITIS.
During tlie past few years, our know-ledge of this grave affection lias

in imanv directions been extended, and new mîethods of diagnosis have'
been aftorded us; neverthcless it still is often a matter of muhe dillictulty
for ihe phîysician to distinguish between the varions forims of the disease
that may present thmenselves in practice. Cases of septie neningiris forni
a cosiderable proportion of the sporadie cases occuruing. These. oc-
<-c-ding to Collins, (201t Ccnlwuy ied., Vol. X) may be grouped into
3 elasses:--1st, Those in which the pathogenic bacteria have gaiied ad-
niission Io the body through wounds or injuries; 2nd. Tiose which de-
Clope ii connection with patlogenie diseisce ii adjacent strueir-es and
cavities. suchb as hie inastoid, niddle ear, nose. or tonsil; and li-. Cases
where the inflammation develops in connection with other infectious
diseases, such as pleumonima, typhoid fever, influenza. or neasles. fi the
first and second groups the sti-eptococets is generally the invading mîie-o-
orgaini; in the tliird group, alhough the streptococ-eus mîay fregnently
lie found, fh e pneuniococcus, sta phylococ-c-us. and otlher pathoîgen ie bac-
teria are the imost important forimus. Septie ineniingitis arising from local
nmisc-hief is often uniilateral. Meningitis arising rom pneumonia or any
of the so-called spceific fevers gives rise to no characteristic symîptomne
by which i c-an he distinguislhed froi the symîptomns of unerve irritai.tioni
due to cerebro-spnal congestion induc-ed by tlie toxannia if the

spec-ifi fever. ( Osler ). Meninîgitis due primarily to 4.n ':


