126 Adulteration of Essential Oil.

Oi1L oF JuniPER BERRIES was offered to the writer by a h_ighz
respectable firm of wholesale liquor dealers, who, in their desifé’y
have a really pure and superior article, had themselves importé i
direct from Holland, having ordered the very best that was obt8! o
able. As a very much greater quantity had been sent than the ,
order called for, they were anxious to dispose of a portion of if
The gentlemen were so very sure about the absolute purity of ¢
oil, for which they had paid a very liberal price, that they were 10"“,
to believe their own eyes, when, after agitation with an equal q“ahe
tity of water, only 20 per cent. of their so-called oil was left !
remainder being alcohol.

O1L oF LEMoN, put up in original cans and genuine importio
cases, branded “E. B. & Co.,” was found by the writer to coﬂ”d_
25 per cent. alcohol and 40 per cent. castor oil. Another lot, bfa“d
ed “ W. S. & Co.,” contained 25 per cent. alcohol. There is eV,‘n‘
probability that both seals were counterfeit, as the letters compos!
them were slightly different from those found on the top of geﬂ“‘alg
cans from Brehmer & Sanderson. The metal on which the s o
had been impressed also presented a dull and tarnished appeara®
while it is usually perfectly bright and clean. o

O1L or MEL1ssa.—The oil of lemon-grass, obtained in the Eag
from Andropogon citratus, is very frequently substituted for the t is
oil of melissa, which is distilled in Germany from Melissa oﬁic"‘a 15

O1r. oF OriGANUM rarely reaches this country. A few poullﬂd |
imported by the writer cost about $s5 per pound. The so-¢#
commercial oil of origanum is obtained in France from Thymus
garis. The original packages are even distinctly marked Esseﬂ"’dy
thym rouge. As has been already stated, this oil is very frequé.
mixed with turpentine in large proportion. Its chief consumy li,.
is among the manufacturers of patent liniments, who are totally
different as to quality, so they only obtain an original package: b

O oF PEPPERMINT was met with also largely reduced Y il
castor oil and alcohol. Twenty-six pounds of this adulterated s
yielded, when distilled by the writer, 84 pounds of pure oil, abol;‘(,i,
gallon of castor oil remaining in the still. The proportion of alc?
which had been present, is represented in the loss. 1o

O1L oF Rose GERANIUM is now so frequently substituted by o
ginger-grass or palma rosa oil, obtained from Andropogon Sch® g
thus, that it is somewhat difficult to procure the true oil of Pelat
nium odoratissimum or Radula in commerce. ol

O1L oF SAsSAFRAS was purchased by the writer from 2 pﬁg‘
who represented that he had personally distilled it, and was fo
.on evaporation to leave a residue of 14 per cent. of rosin. hef®

O1L oF VERBENA is almost out of the market, being every¥
substituted by the oil of lemon-grass, Andropogon citratus. of

O1L or WINTERGREEN was offered to the writer by a tall Jers,,,d
man, who professed to have distilled every drop of it himselh




