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have flot beeiî slowv to aval themiselves of this opportunity, and anl
unexpcctcdly large number of hitherto tinknoivn sI)ecies have been
browught from that region, especially froin Arizona. Skilled field
coleopterists have been over the lines of ail other transcontinental rail-
roads constructed since I S7, including the Canadian Pacifie Railroad
(openied in 1886), and over inost of their branches. Iii short, the uvhole
country lying uvest of the Rocky M1ountains and east of the Sierra Nevada
may be said now to be explored as welI as caxi be expected by entomo-
logical travellers or expeditions. This exploration is necessarily more or
less superficial, a lucre skimniiiing of the surface. What is needed for the
reg.on rnentioned is the presence of a nurnber of active r-esidenit specialists;
for even the most expert callector is unable during a few veeks' excursion
to thoroughly explore even a very small area. He cainot acquire that
local kpowledge w'hich is necessary to a thorough. investigation ; lie lias
but littie chance for m2aking biological observations, and lie cannot luos-
sibly keep track of the species appearing in the different seasons of the
year- Whât can be acconuplishied by the work of resident specialists lias
beeuu shown of recent years in California, and, tlhanks to their labours, thic
fauna of that State is now as thorouglîly known as that of Pennsyl-
vania or Virginia.

There is sonuething. else needed for the W\est, viz., a s4»eedy explora-
tion whierever possible of those sections 'vhere ilhe native Ilora and
faina, are stili intact from the inroads of civilization. Fatînas and floras
of snuall islands hlave within the nuemory of a single generation undergone
great changes ; native species hîave disappeared and Cosmopolitan species
hlave taken their place. Tlhe island of St Helena is a faniiiliar anud
often quoted example of this influience of lnuan cultivation, and tuot long
ago one of our botanists conuplained of the inevitable extermiination in
the îuear future 0f sonîe of the plants peculiar to one of the most ifiterest-
ing fauîîal regions of the West, viz., the islands off the coast of California.
This influence of mnan not oxîly produces changes on islands 0f sinaller or
larger extent, but also affects, though in a much, slower way, larger
faunal regions. lu 189 I 1 lad, in the conîpany of MNr. H. G. Hubbard,
ain opJ)ortunity to visiL the more readily accessible parts of the Wasatch
Moulitains of Utahi, and a fewv day--' explorationî convinced nie thiat the
aboriginal fauna of that rang e iiiust lave bcen quite different fron ilat

wefound. This ragonce cc-,erel îvith a nuagnificent coniferous
forest, lias now been muore or lcss coznpletely denudcd iii conseqiuence of
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