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lation iu wvhieh lie stands to the flock which ha oversees. Pau] said te
the presbyters of Ephesus, doTakle lieed tu ail the hlock over ivhich. the
Holy Ghost bas muade you bishops,"-ÇAcîs x.x. 28.) Andi Peter says,
-"The preshyters ivbich are among you 1 exliort to feed the flock of
Ced which is ainong you, acting as the bishops thereof,"-1 Peter v. 1)
But the prelatical bishop ký, the pastor. flot uf te flock, but of the
shepherds of the hlock. ile derive-s his existence as a bishop, net front
bis relation te the Church, but te bis brother pastors. Such a relation
is perfectly anomaleus andi irnaginary. There ia ne foundation for it
in the Christian Church: Christ has appointeti no such office-bearers ;
there are ne ruies for their electien, nu qualifications prescribed, ne
~vork assigned for theru. Even our Lord Jesus himself, --te shapherd,
and bishop of our seuls," derives this titis fr(,m bis relation te the Church,
bis spiritual flock which ha feeds andi govarns. He is net called a bish-
op beceause -He has rule over ministers,-nor the Chief Shepherd, be.
cause Ha is the beadl of the shaplierds; but bacauso He is the Head
of the Church, including pasters and people. lie is dethat great Sbep-
herd of the' sliwep," oc-iupying, ia a suprenie sense, the saine relatiorh te
His Cburch, with that wbich is occupied, ia a subordinate sense, by the
meanest of his servants in the ruinistry.

It might be easily shewn that the power claimnet by the prelate ia as
littia known la our civil jurisdiction, as it is la that of Christ's bouse.
We have Courts rising a'love Courts ; but nothing lika. Jutiges demi-
neering ever Judges. Such an anomally, at least, is net te be found in
Civil Courts, whatever pretensiens they rnay have ruade of laie ever the
ecclesiastical. Parity of jurisdîction reigns in our Courts of law and
Houses of Parlamant. There ruay be a superiority of order. as there
is la the Prssbyterian Church ; but no superiority of aufho7ity. Nei-
ther the President nor the Speaker dlaims any mrue power than our
Moderator, who iveilds net bis own authority but that of the Assembly,
andi who is net the inaster of the Court but is servant.

But, again, the office of bishop of a Lishops, or pastur of pastors, ik fot
onl y a nonentity andi a nendiscrips thing in the Oburch of Christ, but it
bas basa expressly discharged by i iru. as incompatible with the character
andi status of bis ruinisters. Our Lord knew well that such a tbing
tvould ba attempteti, andtin point of fact, set up ia His Church ; andi ho
straitly forbade the Aposties te ruake the atterpt. Yîe h-noi that they
which, are accounteti te rule among the Geatiles exercise lordship over
them; andi their grat ones exercise authority upea thema; b'ut se il s/tai
net l'e cmong yieu,"-(31arl, x. 42.) Ne veto couid ha more express.
As the ruoral governor. Ced appoints Itings andi rulers, iavested with
mangisterial and legislative powver. As the King of the Church, tbe Lord
Jesns appoints in ber, net k-ings, but ministers, whose poiver is strîctly
ministerial andi exceutive. Bancs the absurdity of transferring te the
mrulers of the Church those ideas of regal dignity andi princely grandeur.
which ive anai te the anie office ia civil governments. And bancs the
very pretension wihich the prelatis bishop makes Io "*exercise lordsbip"
over his brethren, proves hlm te ba ne truc ruinister of Jesus Christ.

In the naît place, we maintain that the prelatic bishop ivarits the cail
of tha Church te tae office which lia occupies. 11, No mna taleth titis
honor nto himself, but ha that is called of Ced, as was An-ron." W-here.
%ve usk, is te divine cali of the bishop ? It is net, as vie have sean, te bo
fouid in the Scripturcs. And by vhera bas hie basa called 7 Certainiy
net by tae Church ; fer hae bas'neither the cali of tae Christian peopie.
nom of the Christian ruinistry. In fiiie, the plelatie bishop dees not par-
form th.e wro)k of a Christin ruinister. Mhen the Lord mnet the Apos-


