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deposes & priest from his office, then their Metran immediately reinstates
him ; if our Metran pronounces the Maharon’’ (curse of excommunication),
when theirs absolves. Certain of their priests, when visiting some of
oar churches, openly and privately transgressed the seventh commandment,
and committed sundry other crimes. On this account the heathen look
upon S with scorn and contempt.”’

About 1727 some of the early Danish missionaries to Southeastern
Iudia were brought into contact with the Syrian Church in Malabar,
Messrs. Kothoff and Horst, missionaries at Tanjore, made inquiries, and,
a5 the result of their inguiry, came to the finding that the Syrian clergy
sere divided into two scets directly opposite to each other--Nestorians
and Eatychians ; that they had been Romanized in many particulars ; that
they were very ignorant, and at the same time dogmatic in their own opin-
ions about ritual ; that they knew only enough of the Syriac language to go
through their liturgical serviee ; and that through caste pride they had
hardly any intercourse with those of an inferior caste, whereby they in-
capacitated themselves for the propagation of the Gospel. For these rea-
sons the Tanjore missionaries concluded that they could not then hope for
any union between themselves and the Syrian Christians,

Paoli, one of the Roman ecclesiastics, gives us much information, Of
the natives, he says that they dragged the Christians by force to take part
inthe lewd dances held in honor of the idol Sheva : and also that the law
against the killing of cows was no dead letter. e had often known men
condemned to death on this charge ; and that on one occasion five men
were executed for the killing of a single cow near Callurcada.

Regarding the state of the Romish congregations, he admits that many
of the so-called converts from heathenism had no higher motives than to
gain a lawsuit or to gain some other temporal advantage. In 1780 and
1481 he claims to have ‘‘ confirmed” no fewer than twenty thousand per-
sons. The Bible, cither in whole or part, he says, he did not distribute
—and this of set purpose. Of church discipline, he says that if the
offender is too poor to be fined, ** a large wooden cross is placed on his
shoulders while he is kneeling at the church door ; a human skult is put
into his hand, and in that manner he is made to creep round the church ;
or bt is sent to Malleatur, where he must do penance at the foot of the
holy cross which is said to have been erceted there by St. Thomas himself.
Women must bear a death’s head or a wax candle.  When the penance is
over, the bishop, missionary, or priest gives the offender absolution in the
presence of the whole congregation by means of a whip or rod, that the
scandal which he brought on his Christian brethren may thercby be re-
moved.”

Of his own clergy, Paoli says : “ Had these native priests suflicient
leaming, were they in any degree acquainted with their duty, and did they
know how to procure from the pagans the least respect, they might cer-
tainly be fit to be entrusted with the care of Christian congregations ; but,
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