
deposes a priest from, his office, then their MeXtran immediately reinstates
him ; if ont Metran proneunces the Maharon" (ourse of excommunication),
tgthen theirs absolves. Certain of their priests, when Visiting- some of
envr ehurchles, openly and privately transgressed the seventh coînmandment,
ana cemxitted snndry other crimes. On this account the hieathien look

upen uis with scorn and contempt. "
Abolit 1721 semne of the carly Danisli inis;sienaries to Southecastera

tudia -%ere brought, into conitact With the Syrian Chiurei iîn Ma'Iabar.
Messrs. lÇelhoff and Horst, mnissienaries at Tanjore, Made inquiries, aind,
ajS the resnit of their inquîry, came to the finding that tbe Syri-an clergy
,were divided into twvo sects directly opposite toe cich othier-- Nestorians.-

and Eutychhmns ; that, they hiad been iRom-anized iu înany partioulars ; th'at

,y were very ignorant, and at the same tizne degiatic in their owni opin-
ions about ritua] - that they knew onfly ciiougli of the Syriac language te go
throughi their lituirgical service ; and that tbroughl caste pride they liad

hardly any intercourse Nrit]' tho0se of an inferior caste, whiereby they ini-

capacitatcd themselves for the propagation of the ~4se. For these rea-
sons the Tanjore missionaries concluded that they could not then hope for

any union betiveen themselves and the Syrian Christians.
Paoli, one of the Roman ecclesiastics, gives lis muich information. 0f

the natives, hie says that they dragged the Chiristiains by force to take part

in the le'vd dances hekt in hiouer of tlîc idol Sheva - and aise that the law
agant h iliî of cows wvas no decad letter. lc hiad often knovn meni

C01ndemned te death on this charge ; and that on ene occasion five mien
wec execuited for the lkilling of a single CONV nea'r calurcadla.

Regarding the state of the iRomislî congregations, lie admits that niany
of thie se.-called converts fromn heathienisni hadï ne hîgylier motives than toi

gain a laNvsuit or to gain some other temporal advantage. Iu1 ' 7S0 anid
)IÎSI be daims te have "econfirimedl" no fewer thail twenty thonisand per-

sons. The Bible, cither in Nvwhole or part, hoe says, lie did net distrilbute
-adthis of set purpose. 0f eliurcli discipline, lie says; that if thte

effender is tee peor te lie fincd, c; z large iVoodlen cross is 1)Ilcod on his

shoulders wvhle lie is kneeling at the clîurch door ; a humnan skult is put
into blis band, and in that, inanner lie is mnade to crecp round tho clulircli
or, he is sent te Mfalleatur, where hoe must do penance at the foot of the
lIoly cross whichi is said te have been erected there by St. Thomias bimsclf.
Weinen must bear a death's head or a ivax candie. Wlîcn the penanco is

ever, tbe bishop, înissie-nary, or priest gives the offender a-bsoluition in the

presenice of thle whole cengregation by ineans of a whl or yod, that the
scandai whielh lie broughit on his Christian bretliren illay thereby bc vo-

noved."'
0f bis owil clergy, IPaoli says " lad these native priests sufflicient,

Iearning, were they in any degrc acquainted wvith their duly, and did thcey

kligw bew te procure frei the pagans the. lenst resp)net, tliey ight cer-
tainly hc- fit te ho entrusted with the care of Christian cengrre.gatiens ; buit,
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