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their time is spent in making the fur garments worn by the family, aitho
they do some fishing througli the ice in winter, and occasionally drive the
dogs that drage home the seals after hunting.

The presence of the niissionary, the establishment of the day school,
the institution of the Sabbath, wvit1i its services-ail these have greatly
brightened thc lives of this desolate people ; and were it not for the coun-
tcracting influences from withoîit the Gospel miglit have " frec course and

eglorfed even as it is -%vithi you."
It is certain that the moral condition of this people would be vastly

above what it now is liad they flot been contaminated by vile, fuiprinci-
pied white me~n. No words were ever truer than those of Rev. James
Alexander, in his " Islands of the Pacific," that " the saddest thing foir
a Ilethien people is to corne in contact with civilization withont Christian-
ity."1 Lik-e all inferior races, lîowever, the Eskimos strive, to imitate, and
this is the Ilope as weIl as the banc of the nîissionary in lis work among then.

The idrances to mnissionary work among flic Cape Prince of Wales
Eskimos arc fhany, and some of tbcm are :

1. The apparent Iach of resources in the surrounding country to give
employment to the natives. The suminer season is too short to produce
even the mosLb swiftIy nxaturing vegetable, hence the diet of the Eskimo
innist necessarily be exclusively meat and fisli. The resources that once
came to the Eskimos throughi ivory from the walrus and whalcbone froini
the whale have ail been taken from themn by ships sent ont by trading cern-
panies froin the States. Should an Eskimo ho fortunate enough to get a
wvbaIe or wahm'us, hoe too oftcn barters it for whiskey when it should ]lave
been exchianged for flour and cloth. Thus, on accounit of this Iack of native
resources, thc missionary loses the opportunity, afforded in some counitries,
of teaching the people habits of industry and thrift.

2. Prostitution of native womcn by traders and whalers. The people
are so poor that the inducements offcred to women by those who wish to
seduce and degrade them look like fortunes. One so-called chief forced
bis sister to becomne the mistrcss of a wlîaler just for the rifle and cloth
offered. Instances of young girls-one not fourteen years old-being
seduccd, lockced iii whalers' cabins and carried north on their vhaing ex-
peditions, have occurî'cd.

3. Genieral counteracting influences. On Sunday the missionary gees
before bis uncnliglhtened, audience with the " Thon shaît nota" of tiie
Decalogiic. On Monday these natives go on board the slips to trade, and
they se and liear ;nenrly ail these coînmandnients broken. The peor
Eskimo, iot knoiwing liow to, distingnish bctween the good and the bad,
nattirally fullows the example of those who will bestow on him the Iargcst
-iinout of wurldly goods, thinking them his best fricnds. N1.ot al] Arctic
traders and %whalers arc thus dcvoid of uprighitncss and principle, but tlie
niunber of those who arc is large enough to hinder the work of the mniq-
sionary.
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