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môst, if net al], etf 'the Polyncsiani laniguages. The word eau, which
in flic Rawaian signifies ready, in the Tahitian riglit, proper, and li
the New Zcaland ex-pet, dextrous, is the coramon Polynesian tern
for the right band. In the Vitian lan gungo, as spoken in vaiious
dialcets throughout the Viti or Fiji Islands, the distinction fa stili more
explicitly ixidicated. Thoro is first tho comnson term lingcs, the band,
or arra; thon tho ceremonial termn dâke, employcdl in speaking of
that of a chiot', but which, it may bû preumed, also expresses the
rigflit band, as, while therc, la no other word for it, a. distinct terri
8ema is the loft band. The root se is fourid not only iu the Viti, but
also li tho Samoa, Tonga, Mangariva, and Ne* Zealand. dialecte,
signifying te err, te mistake, te wander; semao, unstable, unflxed;
whioe there fa the word matau, riglit, dexter, proving the rocognition
of' the distinction.

An occasional correspondent of the Times comniunicated a series
of' letters to that journal in the latter part of tlie past year (1876), in
-%vhicIi ho enibodicd anthrepological notes on the Fijians, obtained, as
lie statos, bath frora bis own obýervation% duning tepcated. visits te
the Islands, and from conversationi with English, American, anxd Ger-
Inan settlers, who may bo met at tho poit of call and on the route la
eithor direction between San Francisco and tho Australian Colonies.
IlThe Fijians," ho says, "lare quite equal in Mature te white men;
they are botter dovelopcd relatively in the cbest and arms tliau ' i
tho lower limbs; they are excellent swiminers, and, if trained, are
good roivers. Lefthanded men are more cemnàon among them thaii
ameng white peôple; three were pointed out iu one littlo village noar
thes anehorage.

Observations of this clss will no doubt accuinulate, when atten-.
tion -fa more fally direeted te the inquiry, and mQ help ta deterinine
whethcr or not man isf congenitally xightbandcd, and lias, from ana-
tomical structure, a specifle right and left aide. On this subject Sir
Thomnas Browue quaintly rernarks in bis Il eligio Medici :" "lWhether
Eve was fraxnec out of the left side of Adam, 1 dispute not, lie-
cause 1 stand not yet assured -which la the right side of' a mani, or
whether thora be any such distinction in nature." Dr. Struthers,
Professor of .Anatamy lu the «University of Aberdeen, who bas long
directed his attention to this subject, thus writes te me: I have
again and agaiu verifled the fact in xny own. eidren, that lu eanly
ehildhood thora fa no preference for one band morci than tise aller."


