CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.
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W th one varce they spoke agamst 't as cold, caraless, unfriendly, ¢ Who wasit?  Could that be Chftun " exclaimed both na
nav. netwudly unkind.  They declared Herman wished to break  breath, * It certamnly was his voire, but bow changed,” added ons, .

-~ with im —thst was evident ; he had not cven exprsseed sorrow ; ‘“and, strange coincidencn, here comes Herman himself; who
far Leing o detmined.  ‘Then shifting their ground, they upplauded | thought to see hias in town " The pair wen® to the young man

_ C! fien's adhorenes 1o the pledge.  That chain had been wound | at ones; and communicated what they had heard.  Herman gave
sronnd lim doubtless by his friend, but he cught to be above being ' saarcely ime to understand them, beforc he oried, ¢ Whore inhe ?
: influenced now ; he should chonse for himsolf, and enjoy * (he] —which way 7 and gaming down the street they :ndicated', with
i asnrea of lifo, * am everyother young man did.  The shalts of ' a brief farewell, he d the stevs of Chfton; with a swiltness |
. 1 cule werggendy had thn farled ; but alas ! they were not necd- that belicd hus puie cheek and slender form. 'The youth fn sought
2Nl B0Bon was yielding fast, ond a few more | was nut far off; and HNW on the puint of speaking, when :

insagitl " na they called thiem, finirhed the work ; | suddenly five or six young Wien joned him, and with lnughter |

i was—Broken and jokes at the cloud of gloom that he had not yet shaken off,
. carr.ed nim away with them, their loud voices and corrse lan.

. 3 ’ . .
i None i iths ha pussed anav,

It 1s a fine, clear, moonight
wehtt From a emall, dark lodging, 1n a narrow obscure street,
“toe T imoof @ young man s ssuing; and can that be Clifton.
wtn «iteied drese, croucling figure, emaciated face, skulking
along Lhe u coward who fears being scen 7 Can this be Clifton ?
Tt cven so ! ‘Fhe mght of the broken pledge paved the way
Duning the fllowing week he was never suffi-
coontly hunselt o attend to business; and ever after that, lus
Loechanatien mghts rendered lim totally unfit for stsady applica-
tron m the morning. ‘This ehange was svon marked ; his most
st ey elents forsock h:m by degrees, and thoso whose favor he
fwjed to gan by the change in his principles, wore overncard
raymyg. * Simice he had taken the pledge, he should have kept it
ikng a solemn pronuse did not lok well.” e answer to

f v ol can,

ure

guage reached oven the ears of Herman, and told himn too plaialy |
how degraded he hud become. At last they all stoppod, snd
Hcerman, unwilling to scem a spy on their movements, entered &
public garden he was just passing, and Ured by exertiun and ex-
cuteinent, sat down vn a seat placed ratherin the shadc. Almost
immediately after, Chifton’s party also entcred the gate, and re.
marking that tho roors would not be full cnough yet, strolled
slowly pest the place where llerman was sitting.  None glanced
st the youth but Clifton, and he stood as though spell.bound,
gazing on the mufiled form 1 mingled hope and fear.  Harman
felt that he was knowr, and unable to show e coldness he didnot
feel, advanced a step from the shade. The moon.beams fell full |
on his face. ‘The eye of Chifton rested a moment on those pals
foatures, now paler still with strong emotion, and then rushing

Herman's note, written when hus brain was excited by liquor, was | forward with a wild ery ol dehight, he flung himself into the
cooneohicrent, that lus fniend, siarmed, wrote bazk 1a hasto to ask | arme of his friend. Surprise and joy had overcome him,or he |
voe one guertivn was the pledge onbruken still.  ‘Theanswer, dic. ! had never, never dared to meet Herman thus. In a moment the ;

tutd less by Cifton than s comrades, avowed the truih, and
I tea thad Cilfton was secountabio to none for s eunduct—
te:l evon Chaties Herman,  When the first shock of this change !
bod javeed, Herman wrate in terma of uﬁ'ectwnczeexpos(ulatiun.j
o dotter was seturned with a few Lines importing that lus ad-:
vite was not wanted.  The crning youth now passed rap:dly from !
tast 1 werse 5 und his *tatfectionate comradee,” finding that he
was now pa credit to themn, one by one shiouk him off.  Ile was
oievd 1o go o grade lower for company then; and this su.ted Ine
tated, toe, whieli was waning fast. It 19 needies to trace fur.
ther ies downward path. He was gang nuw to meet same
worih'esa oo mpunions and spend a few of the last shillings he
Yet was he not catucly
hutduied; the sound of distant bells foll on his ear, and thnlled |
ture agh e fieact, carrving him back to youth again. There e a
flasi o n the pate eheck, and the clouded brow grows sadder stiil

- hwecan el O for a guiding vouce, 8 helping hand.  Now he

o

¢ prnizds Low hie had nove.

lfear!uliy to the countenance of his friend;

recollection of all returned, and he rawed lus eye timidly and |
Lut there was no |
enldnens, no harshness there. Tho agitated features and slarung |
tear spoke unchanged affcction ; and yielding to the influence of !
beiter and sweeter feslings than he had known for long, Cliften .
bowed hic head on his friond’s shoulder aud wept.  And the noisy |
party —their mirth suddenly hushed—silently turned from a scens

which tonched their hearts despite themselves, and left the garden. !
It was some time before the yeung men could speak calmlyto .
cach other, and then the first word that trembled on Chﬁuu‘-E
lips was ¢ forgivencss,” and once essured of tius,and sncouraged
to hope for the future. he submitted to tne avery wish of Herman.
The young men walked a hitle winle together, and then Chften
accompanied his friend to the lodgings of the lutter. But a fever
that Lind been loag in his veins now broke out, and for many deys
ho Jay on a bed of sickuess, but Hermun’s affcction and care
soothed his troubled epirit, and the affliction was not jort; hs

Ba't halte, two sirangera are befors hun, and he dare not pass.
Lowit what ssvthey ! © Su old Mr. Herman s dead, after s
‘iacse and hs nephew = master of all his wealth, but

lovked on his past career with horror. e nad 1asted the cupof
the worid's pleasure, and shrunk from 1 now with dread. The
; words of Herman fell on a wiliing ear; Lis instructions were ea-
* Why, e is better now, bot he has| gerly sougiit. When able to travel, Chfton was taken by s
nvery bad ; attention to his uncle was the chief cause, but | friend to bis own home in their natlive town, where, on his return -
tae bud conduat of a fnend of fns made him very unhappy, end | to health, the youth finally settled.  Once more he tovk the pledge, -
wile the one cause injured his frame, the other bowed i epints.” . and tlus time on bended knee he asked strength ‘rom his God to

Ay, Uhfes wasitnot 7 be has turwed out bad.  They quarrelled I obaerve it.  The aiter life of Clifton was peaceful and honorable. .
tanh, what wes the cause, and how did Ilerman hear of the ; Ho was an aruament to lus profession. His friend’s unweansd
e niduet of hus fnend 7 Through an scquaintance to whoin , jove was returued with true, warm effection. He had temptations
e woute purpsely to Know. I did not hear the cause of the (o moet, difficuluies to crcounter, yot was he made more then
Gralion . lnuiia on both s:des, T auppose.”” ¢t Thero was rot, there ; conqueror over sl his cnemies.  Thus tuno,— *4c pledgs was kept.
wos got,t eied Cliften nmpetaously, ¢ the fault was Clifton's, not

Heonans" The young man passed ag ho spoke, and turring a

corter, sliviie downi the street Like une under strong exciteriant. i
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