
TuIE PROGRESSIVE NATURtE 0F CIIRIST'S IINGiO31.
It is of groat, importance in tiinies of excitent, trial, and war, iwlien grect

chianges tire happening in the earth, te have dccpiy iînpressed upon our riiad8 the
cheeriaag truth, that thic kingdoin of Chirist is safic, and that flac shaikizig to whichi
the nations airc subjected, is intcnded to remnove thoe things that should noever have
cxi:itcd, la order Il that those things wvhich cannot. bc shakea ii my reiini." he
more tlaor-ough'ly that nîaui's appendages aire takecn aiway, and tlic more fully tlint
Christ's owa institutions appear, it ivili be botter for tlic chur-ch. and l'or flic world.
A fexy remarks vill show how couipletely tlic onNyard progross of Christ's cause is
secured.

1. The declarations of Scripture show fliat tiais kingdoia tannot bc destroyed.
diAnd la tîje (0ys of these kings," it is said la Daniel il. 44, "lshall the God etf
hecaven set tmp a~ kingdoin, whicla shall neyer be destroyed, and the kingdoin shahl
not bc loft te othier people, but it shiah break la pices and consume aIl these
kingdeîais, and it shiah stand for over."1 This is tlae king-doum of thae Lord Jesus'

Chrit-ihie wvs set up ia the days of flic 11onians-the last, of ]biniel's four ci-
pires, nud la regard to Jesus, tlîe Ituler of whicbi, the angel. said to Mary, l"and flic
Lord God shall give unto 1mi thec throne of bis father D>avid; amad hoe shall reiga
over the bouse of Jacob for erer; and of bis kiagdoui there shall be no end." The
Saine trutla is taughit by the well-kaowa, prophectie figures of the Stone "c ut eut of
tlie ineuintaina vithout biauds," of "the waters tlint issued forth from under flic
threshiold" etf tlîe saaetuary, cf the "le-tven that lcavened tic -%vholc lum-p," and cf
the troc tbant grew Iltill it became the gretcst anîong lierbs." 'T'le klng-doni of
Christ, whaicli lu its nature is progressive and indestructible, is the oaly empire oa
carda, flint is destiaîcd to becoxate universai. "lAIl nations shahl scrve laina."

2. Tlie unilimiitedl autlîority witlî whiclî Christ is invcsted, seures tlic onaard
progress of lbis kingdoiii. AlI power lias been, givema te hlm ia lacaven and oa cartla,
and tlae designi for -whichi lie bias thus beca croiicd King of kimags and Lord eof lords,
is that lie îuiay exteîîd anîd perpetuate lais kingdcni. "- la Imust reigai ti11 hoe bathi
paît ail lais ecinies under lais feot." Ie sits on tlic (ivine tlarone, vitlî flic bock eof
God's purposes opea before liian. Nec bas stretclacd eut tlîe rod eof bis streaagth, aad
lie ivili apt, drair iL baek, tihi ail lais Faitlacr's designs, ivith regard te Our -%vorld, are
accoaaapisised. Ife vili seareli flic carta, gather Mis people eut et' ail lanads, and fMI
tlîcI " iany inanisions."ý

3. The gracieus dwelling of the loly Spiarit lu flac chiurcla, maltes it certain thiat,
Christ's Xiiidonî u'ill reanclh te flac close Gf flane. This divine and aliniglify ageant
lias coie dewvn f0 -ailla, la erder te forai flac Il newv ca'eatioaa ;" aad holide if .
Iliclbas at lais disposal thie Ilail fulaîess" flint is ia Christ, and lae avili continue te
pour it ont upom n, tili net euie saviag gift lias beca unecoaaferrcdl. Nofiaing cama
-withistaad lais crcative energy. ilacre is dar-kness over Ulic ientlaea imaticals, but
thiere shallyet bo lighat. Tîmere is spiritual silence, but fIacre shianl be tciaiaag lire
and gladuess. There is dîserdler-biuman seciety "îv itbacît ferai and void" of ail1
thatt le good, but tlacre shiait evcrywlacro be order, bcaufy, and fruiitt'uiacss. "The
liglat of the kaowlvedge ef tlic giery cf flac Lord, shahl cover tlae cairtli," and "aie
sbahi be biessod la Christ, and eall hum blcssced." .Aud

4. The spiritual ageacies of the churcli ensure aise fIais rec.,uit. Tlae Lord il.-1
ncver 'want a seed te serve in. Thiese instrunicataifies -whicli lie lias appoinfeal
for dispensiag tue exterital menus of grace, slhal nover fait te eperate, for they arc
connected iriti lais owa faitbfîii promise, "lLe 1 ni witi yeu alaeven te ilac end
eof tuie'world." TDaesel sustained by Clirist's faveuring preseace amîd providenîce,
and by tleclinfluence et' flac lloly Spirit, and wrought out by f:îitla, love, anal goaly
hiabits, airc adequate te the overthrow eof ail opposition, and te flac aiahieveaaaeat et'
tlîe graaîhcst, resuits. IVcak, la tlienîseives, and feeble nit flac outset tlaey gatiier
streagîh by exercise, and beceme irrcsirtably "4strong la flac Lord, aiid by flic
power cf bis miiglit"


