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Edinburgh, was elected Moderator. Re-
ferring to the important questions which
were being discuesed, he expressed bis con-
viction that it was impossible to meet and
seriously consider these great topics with-
out rising from the examination better and
wiger, purer and more thoroughly furnish-
ed unto every good work.

It was being broadly hinted in some quariers that
the U, P. Church and the Freo Church were not in
& good way—(laughter) - that they were rather fal-
Ying than standing churches, because serious errors
were rising ug in their midst, so serious as.to call
for that very sharp ordeal—a libel. Butin answer,
he hnd to sey that it was no proof that a church
was falling or unfaithful, that seeming or real errors
arose and had to be denlt with. Ile thought that
they had good reasonto be gratofulat the condition
of their Church, as would appear from the facts to
be subssguently laid before them.

. DISESTABLISEMENT —A series of resolu-
tions were submitted, and carried by over-
whelmir majorities, recording the convie-
tion or the Synod in favour of a separation
of Church and State. The resolutions con-
tained a renewal of the oft-repeated testi-
mony of this Church against the system of
State Churches “ as uuscriptural, opposed
to equity, and hurtful to the well-being of
religion and society, and emphatically con-
demns all attempts at legislative com-
promige or alternative on the question of
disestablishment.”

Tae Sratistics of the Church shewed
an increase of eight congregations during
the year. The number of Congregations
was 534. Themembers in full communion
numbered 173,554—an increase of 1,384,
There were 841 Sabbath Schools, and 693
Bible Clasees, affording means of veligious
instruction to 79,816 scholars, and 25,001
pupils respectively. Eighty-eight Students
aitend the Theological Hall. The con-
gregationsal contributions shewed an average
‘of about $2260 from each congregation.
The total income of the Church was about
$1,835,000. The average stipend to each
minister was $1,300.

Tae StaxpArRDs.—A. lengthened discus-
sion took place on the report of 8 Commit-
tee appointed at last meeting to consider
the advisability or otherwise of revisin
the subordinate standards of the Church.
The Committee stated that the idea of re-
vising the standarde, in the proper sense of
the term, was entertained by none, but that
they had agreed to recommend the framing
of & declaratory statement containing such
explanations as'were judged needful in re-
gard to the existing standards. This state-
ment wag, subject to some amendments,
apgroved, and sent down to Presbyteries
and Sessions for their consideration.

. The First Article asserts the doctrine of redemp-

tion through Christ. Tho Second relates to the
doctrine of eloction, which ig declarod to be in
harmong with the truth that * God will have all
men to bo saved.” and has provided a salvation for
all, adapted toall, and offered toall, with the Graco
of His S{prit in tho Gospel ; and also with the re-
sponsibility of eyery man for his dealing with the
froe and unrestricted offer of eternal life.

The Fourth deolares that while all who are saved
are saved by the mediation of Christ and by the
grace of His loly Spirit, who worketh when, and
where, and how He pleaseth : and while the duty
of sonding the Gospoel, the ordinary means of salva-
tion, to the heathon, who are sunkin a state of sin
and misery, and perishing for lack of knowledge,
i8 clear and imperative, the Church does not re-
quire the acceptance of her standards in 2 senso
which might iwgly that any who die in infancy are
lust; nor does she bind those who accept these
standards to hold that God never, in any cas3, does
save without the use of the ordinary means.

The Scventh article allows liberty of opinion on
such points in the standards not entering into the
substance of the faith, as the interpretation of the
**six days ” in the Mosaic account of the creation,

.The Committee further recommend to the Synod
that the second question of the formula shall hence-
forth be read as follows. - Do you acknowledge
the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger
and Shorter Catechisme as an exhibition of the
smxsewi’n which you understand the Holy Scrip-
tures ?

The chief event in connection with the Synod,
however, wasthe case of Rev. F. Ferguson, appealed
from_the Presbytery of Glasgow. The Committee
appointed to confer with Mr. Ferguson haying re-
ported that a majority of them were satisfied with
Mr. Ferguson’s_explanation of his doctrinal views,
Dr. Calderwood moved a resolution to the cffect
that the Synsd should restore Mr Ferguson to his
ministerial functions, with an affectionate admoni-
tion to present his dostrinal positions in such a
manner as to set forth their harmony with the great
fundamental doctrines of the Church This mo-
tion was carried by a majority of 142 to 90.

In the case of a Mr. Steele, of Greenuck. who had
been suspeaded from membership by his kirk-ses-
sian for heving married his deceased wife’s sister,
a Committce reported that in the present state of
the laye of tho Church, his restoration was inad-
missable.

Tre Rev. Dr. Jon~ C. BASTER, of Stanley
Street Church, Montreal, at.one of the
sederunts, delivered an eloquent address
on the condition and prospecis of the Pres.
byterian Church in Canada. His speech
is described as being seasoned with the
racinees of an American, the solidity of a
Scotchman, and the practical commoan sense
of a Canadian. Uufortunately we bave not
seen it in print, and the telephone is not yet
sufliciently far-reachivg for us to have
caught the sounds of his voice.

Chureh of Seofland General
Assembly.

@,HIS venerable Aesemnbly met ou the
X, 23rd May. The opening was brillisnt
as ususl. The levee, and the long pro-
cession from Holyrood to the Cathedral



