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Tuene walks a silent angel
Here in this world elow,

Sent down to carth from heaven,
To lighten human wae ;

Sweet peace and aontts kindness,
Thou in his looks mayst read,

Follow that angel Paiicnce,
Wherever he may lead !

He guides theo ever safely,
Through sorrow's thorny way—
And speak <o calin and sweetly,
Of brighiter, happier days—
If thou grow faint and weary,
e will with strength bo near,
Help thee thy vross to carry,
Aud mako all right and clear. *

He turns to gentle sadness
*The soul's tumultuous woe,
And bows the baughty spirit,
In etk submission lovw.
e makes the darkest hour
In timo grow bright and calm, .
And on the wounded epirit,
Pours slute but cerinin balm® = .

He chides theo not for weeping,
When thy tears he would control 5
wes not thy vain repinings,
at peace gives to thy soul.
He, when the rushing Lillows
Of grief are o'er thee driven,
Aund thou murmuring ackest, why;
Doints silently to heaven.

He has not for each question
A ready, prompt reply ;

His motto is, bear meelly,
The resting place is nigh !
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CHRIST OUR LORD.
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Tr i3 now moro than cighteen hundred years since
Christ went up on hgh.  During all that time there
Yhas never been aday, there bes never been a mo-
ment, when He bas net Yeen pouring doten these
gifts on His fhithful servants; never a moment when
Ho bas not Ixea ready to peur, and anxious to pour,
them down on allsuch az would but open their
ticartsto receive them. Horw, then, does it come
that these graces are still so thinly, so seantily
strewn about upon the carth 7—thatinstead of a rich
zolden crop of holiness in every ficlé of the Church,
we seo here an ear, and there an ear, with weeds
sptinging up all around them, and in many places
threatening to chok2them? How does it happen,
that, after the Sua of Righteonsness has been st in
His heavenly tabernacle for more than eighteen hun-
drod years to give light upon carth, such multitudes
aro still walking in darknese, or in a dim Lght,
which only makes their darkness visible, in a light,
which, as is mostly the effcet of light let in on such
2t havo been long sitling in darknese, *“ serves only
to discover sights of woe.”

This isa question which T'eannot at present, do more
then touch on. I will only remind you, that, when
darkness comes over the carth, it isnot boczuso tho
zun turns away from the earth : it is the carth that
s away from tho sun.  Christ does not forsake,
H§ yover forsook any man. It §s mas that forsakes
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Christ, aud turns away from Jlim, uotwithstauding
all the light, notwithstanding all the warmtbh, which
Christ sheds oa bim, notwithstandinez all the radiant
glory with which Heis crowned, as Ilo sits in His
tabernacle in the heavens.  Nor ogdin do tho mizts
and vapors und clouds, which so often dim, und shut
out, and polluty and darken the light of the sun,
spring or flow feom the sun, Lut from the carth.—
They riss up over our hgads, and draw a curtain be-
tween us and the sun, and keep bisrays from reach-
ing us, aud enlightening and cheering us : but they
do not came duwn from the sun, nor meunt within
millions of miles of it.  Fhey ure akogether of the
carth, carthly : and though they hido the sun from
ug, he i3 shining behind them all the while s bright-
Iy asever. Just the samo is it with these clouds
and vapors, and nusts of ueil desires, and pission,
and siy, which are ever rising to hido the Sun of
Rightcousness from vur cyes.  Christ doos not send
them to us.  Itisthe steam of our wivn hearts, the cx-
halutivus, of our own souls, the viacke of our own
burniug Justs, that breed acd fuskion thesy vapors,

*| and guiher liko a thick layer of clouds over our heals,

and prevent us from seeing beyonay provent usfrom
seeing tho bright and glorious forwy of Christ in His
heavenly taberaacle.  Yet there Ko is all the while,
as bright, as glorious, as full of compassion and  ten-
der love as ever.  All the while, #os, He is endea-
voring to scatter the mists, the clouds which vur sins
have goathered over us, zud whidh wile Bin from
our souls. Somctimes He may--Lsscen shinng

Hisreys and Bis gory*=Simetind Yo wiltesen
look angrily upon us, witha bloodred fiery glance,
if that inany way He may temily uy, sothat we
may turn to Him and live.

But there is also another way, you all kaow, in
which the sun may be bid frem us, and that, too,
in the midst of tho clearest sk7, when not a cloud is
to be seen. You are just come in from looking at
the eclipse, soitis called. You have seen the zun
bereft of more than half bis orb, have scen his light
grow dim, havo felt his warnth chilled. Do you
know bow this strange and wonderful oppearance,
whichin daysof old used to strike a whole people
with dismay, is brought about?  Some of you, per
baps, may not know that it is brought about by the
moon's getting hetween tho carthand the sun.  The
moon being a solid bedy, through which no eye can
pierce, when it gets between us axnd the sun, we can-
not sco that part ofthe sun which is behind us;
1just as that organ hidesa part of the window behind
it, sothat thoso who are fitting toward the caxt end
of the church cannot seo the whulewindow, but vnly
a picee or rim on ono side or rvund about the or-
gan. Just such isthe way in which the sunis
celipsed, when tho moun gets between it and the
carth. Now, is there anything answering to this by
which the light of the Sunof Rightconeness is ever
cclipied from the souls of mankind 2 When God
set the lightin tho fiimament of tha heaven, wo
read, He set greater lights there ; the greater light

In like maneer, besides the light of the Sun of Right-
councss, to rulo thoday of Gospel truth, and to en.
lighten mankind, and make ther fruitfol beneath
that day, God has *also given us alesser light, to
ule thenight, tho light of Reason.  This, too, like
tho moon, is not light in itsclf, but only sofar as it
receives tho light of the Sun of Righteousness,
and roflects it. Morcover, i3 light, athest, is
withontwarmth, and bas no powser of making any-
thing fraitful.—On tho contrary, as those who used
to practico witcheraft and magic were wont to go
forth bencath  tho  Jight of the moon, to search for

through the mist, with a pale, ar} 138 &.ov. shogres

to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule tho mght. |
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herbs anc simples, and to mix up tlir unholy
charug, &9, among thezo wha o prowling about be-
neath the light of reases, many are often seeking
for somo poisonons and deadly drugs. Not, bow-
over, that the light of reason in itsedf {3 ovil. Qo
gt it in tho heavens ¢ thereforo it mu-t be gocd,
good in itsell, ulthough many aluse it to ovil. [
light, T said, is not in itself: but wwhen {jr:?"

straight at Christ, it is full of light.  When{:=
away from Christ, in any degree, itis light
that part which looks at Chrst, and darl’
which turus away from Him. When iu{' ;)
away from Him, it is all dark. \?en i
tween us and  Thrist, it bides Christ o2
that we are unable to see Him. Only this.w
a rare sight intho natural sun, so that crowds will
stand and gaze at the wonder, is an everyduy sight
with regard to the spiritusl sun,  There aro numbers
from whom Christ is whally eelipsed by their dark
reason; and very, very fewsee [im fully as He
is, in all His glory and bLrightness, without any in-
trusion of human reason to bediw or custail it.  The
comsequences, too, esen the oum;anl cousequences,
aro the same.  As the light you saw just now grew
pale, and the warmth chill, so does a dimness and»
eoldness spread over the face of the norld, when our
reasor. starts out of its place, and eclipses Christ frow
our view.

But it is net our reason alone. that is wont ©
eolipse Clrist.  Everything clse that wo allow to get
Letweon us and Christ, to interfere witl our love for
Tiis, ¥ draw away our hearts from Him,—every idol.
of et amve? g, —overgiling Thid we love othe~
wise than in Christ, and in the light of Christ resting
upon it,—nay eclipse Yim, nay, is saro to eclipse
Him, mora or less, from our souls.  Yet, as it iswith
our reason, so isit with every other object that we st
our hearts on.  When wo see it in the light of Christ
it is far brighter and lovelier than when wo seoitin
its own darkness. For cverything in which wo see
the love of God must nueds bo fawr and lovely ; bat
that on which no light falls from above, although it
may glare and dazzle for a moment, has no softaess,
none of tho sereno ca'tnness of peace, nono of the
brightaess of hope. If we look at it fixedly, we see
it shrink into a ekeleton.

Since, then, there are so many various things, by
which the hght of Christ may be celipsed from us, it
behoves us everto turn our eyes from the things that
delight them om carth, to Him who sitteth in His
heavenly talwernacle, and to pray to Him that He will
purge and strengthen our cyes, so that wo may be
enabled to sco Him, not as weak-cyed man is wont to
look at Biw, through a glass darkened with smoke,
which strips Him of His Godhead. and turns Him
into a likeness orshadow of the moon ;—but even as
Ho is, 1o all His beauty and glory.  As the carh
welcomes the sun at. his rising by clothing herself in
dewdrops, so let us hail Christ, wher his light falls
on our heatts, with silent tears of adoration. If we
pray to Him diligently and beartily, bo assured He
will not Ieave us in darkoess:  Ho will not take His
light from us: bat, as we read that at the word of
Joshua tho sun stood sull in the beavens, so will
Christ ever stand ovor our heads, unfil all our enemies
aro discomfited.
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A Drvipen Hearr—Tho spivit of God will wot
dwell in a divided heart. We canno? feel the plea-
sure of devotion whilo the world is our delight. Net
that 21l pleasures ero criminal ; but the closer unicn
wo have with the world, the less is our union with
God. A Christian, therefore, who strives after de- -
votion, should taste scosual pleasurea very Fparinglys
should make necesuty, not hodily dehghs, his xale.



