
What a source ofjby te, thrse illustrious
confcsors,, to mieet thus together at tlie
approach of the last combat ! The mnan-
darins expeétea to, hear*tlhem give weay
te violent emiotions of anguishi, as they
hiad ne longer any oflher prospect thau
the'hiorrors o f a dungeon -,-nd an ignc,-
iiiinious dcath ; but, on the centrary,
tbey belheldthenî t-onversing together
with nn air of joy, and.happiness btýam-
ingr froin their eountenanyeà, as if they
were preparing for soine great feast-
Ah ! if tiiose idolators' but. knew the i
gifts of God, and the. ineffable sweet- ý
iiess lie diffuses over the hearts of those ï
who love -him, their surprise. would
cease, and w ith the roy'al Propliet they
would exèlaini, 'Hciow good Ï9 the God
of ' Israel to theèn that are bf'a tight
heart! P

IC I{owever prejudiced against -us
were tlie ministers of a cruel tyra-nt,
tlîey more thàr once rendercd justice
fo the virtue of those th * had orders te
sacrifice. In the molittlr'ýf Xýune, -thiree
of tite fa-ithihi were ârres1tcd as Chris-
tians. In their simplicity they persuad-
cd thierselves that their innocence
oughit te plead in their faveur ; they re-
presented te the mandarins, that hais-
iing committed ne crime, lhey ouglit net,
te be treated as ceviminals. ' What do
yeu sayP replied the mandarin : Ilif
vflu iere n-alefactorg, 1 should net have
arrested yeu; the haif of tlie village
wliere 1 was barn is Christian. When
young 1 often visited their Priests, and
took a up of tea with them. Ail those
grentlemen are certainly the mest inof-
fensive, men that can bo found, and yet
it is those men whom thie king lias or-
dered te be put te death!'

"Nor are such avowals surprising,
whcen it is recoliected by7 what virtues
our Clîristians drag them -from their
persectitors. A neophyte, comp 1romis-

ed-by the relations lie kept.UP luitlLtwi
Mlissgionairies, .had suectoededi cs.capi1ýg
froin the mnst activc ,effoirts tlint wqP
Made te ret um oi .ie lq
brou glit befoire the 11na0Iarin<ii.loudly
decilared that slie ivas a christian, 'ano~
%vould ýalways eontinue' one. I'4pr'pi
Soninenc and the enfaiue were the ïk-
ward of this generouis confessio~ Ae
evO:», Se far froin regrettiixg the. copfe4-
sien she luàd made,- she r-ýhý.zjie
nt it, having an eppertunityý'LOç~sjffé.
for .the.sàke of Chrisrb, ffiul ltM ace
of lier husband, Bue tleliattqri çx9,l
at such proef of attachaient, rc.npu nc*
a liberty whishi was purehasefl by 4wý
sufferings of bis ieqi1p.ntd
himself hefora the niandaripig co.r-
geously solioiied (Qwartoo.hap

-coîmnt. -The, fidelityQ oÇUiopJaq
lias been put to severe tials-; ,we àaye
not been able to ascertain ..-zth ceqjoiq-
Ly whether be obtained a, fina~l vitqr
it iS ýcertain he -was -çe.n4qrnned_ (p.Q
ile, but at what periptl, QrJu1 iyfi't*e&a,4
we havýe net been able te ascertain~;

"The most tender ,age has aise lad
its heree3. 'MIazdar-ins,' said a chiid
ten years old, ( eut, off m.y. hcad with. a
sword that 1 may go te iny country. l
'Where is yeur countryP 'IL is len-

ven2 'And wilere. are ypur pareist P
They are in heaven, and I. wvishi ite h

with themi ; kili nie, and Sendmet
them?1 The mandarins huxd pity on
him on account of his youtb, and refused
himi the favo4r lie solicited with $0
ranch ardour.

41,It was after having had frequent
occasions to witness this generosity,
which the Gospel inspires, thait(ho great
mandarin observed, ' There is truly
something etraordinary in thisreB..'ioi
of Jesus.! Ail those who, bave piuce
embraeed it, either nover -abandql .it-
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